PH20F: METAPHYSICS
Semester II [Academic Year 2007 – 2008]
Department of Language, Linguistics & Philosophy

Faculty of Humanities and Education, UWI, Mona
Tutorial & Essay Questions

1. Can Zeno’s views on motion and space hold any merit?  Carefully discuss.

2. Carefully articulate Aristotle’s views on substance.  Can this view offer conclusive verification of reality in the twenty first century?  Explain your views.

3. Plato articulates ‘Forms’ as the ideal reality.  How defensible is this?  Analyze the allegory of the cave and discuss the problem of appearance and reality that is predicated on this.  Justify your position.
4. How is metaphysics as a science possible?  Analyze, using Kant’s views.

5. In light of the nature of metaphysics, do you agree with the view that “metaphysics is meaningless”?  Critically discuss.

6. To what extent is metaphysics the science of being?  Discuss, comparing metaphysics with ontology and phenomenology. 

7. Explain the verification principle and critically comment on the rise and decline of Logical Positivism. 
8. Analyze philosophical views on life, death and immortality.  Discuss, using traditional and contemporary views.  Cite examples from your own culture.
9. Critically comment on the view that ‘every event has a cause’.  To what extent can you support or refute this view?  Discuss, using various philosophical views and theories. 
10. Carefully articulate the notion of personal identity.  Analyze the view that “you are one and the same person that you were ten years ago.”  Defend your position.
N.B:    One extended essay of approximately 2500 words.  Please turn in your essay during the week of March 1, 2008.  You may submit your essay to your tutor during tutorial of the week stated above.  Remember, there is a penalty for late submission.  Consult the lecturer if there may have been genuine extenuating circumstances for not turning in the essay on the final day of the deadline.
