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Presidentds Message

On April 12, 2008, a new JGS Council was
elected. On behalf of the Society, | would like
to express my appreciation to its outgoing .. .
members for their hard work: David Dodman,I n . t 0d aynédsm Iamiachr_)e,_l a
Marvette Brown, Beverline BrowSmith, Paul 9rowing array of television
Henry and Basil Forsythe. We know we carProgrammes, newspaper features, and

count on your continued support.

The Societyds activi tpllacesfozyours%Ive”to go fogh an 0
a while because several Council members areseeq( av Cgt%n. or 50 \IQhat eP'ab.I s
to find omeanin

actively involved in organising the interna- . .
tional conference: oWYlgnRiacing qyrselves s, part ¢f a,
tions: Celebrating Geography & Geology at thdarger (and smaller) series of social
UWI , 6 as part ofannivere andnphysieal tsavelsythamistake place on
sary celebrations. This meeting will showcasea daily basis. Rather than becoming
papers on the Depart msinpted as theys progress, heveeven
current research. In keeping with the spirit of these journeys
the anniversary, department alumni from Ja-ynderstanding
maica and the Eastern Caribbean will be in
attendance, many of whom participated in the : o
JGS while on ca)r/npus. ThepJGS Fi)s an integrr;fpimcI SINIppery, bl.n.at RS SEMME e
part of the conference, this newsletter issue ideallyfimore fulfilling.
§hares its theme. The JGS w,iII also host a p l i ght & f annilera4ryd
OReunion Nighto on Thogpdaichy, it is) dlsb ¥nfornfative fon
junction with the Geological Society of Ja'ponder the ways in which the study
maica. Please support this function, have fun and practice of geography has
B GV W1 @, HTENES: advanced in recent decades. The
In the upcoming year a number of events are discipline has grown from a focus on
planned, including a panel discussion on |argely descriptive research, through to
C.A.P.E. Geography, field trips to He"smr%omparative studies utilizing
Hills, southern St Elizabeth, and a hike acrossquantitative (and other systematic)
the Blue Mountains via the old Vinegar Tra"'techniques, "6 carinatiene oF el
#5 UEEl, LT SLEgRSHONE A IElarie, and political change via the integration
David Barker, President, JGS of a broad range of social theories and
technologies. Increasingly, there has
been a growing sophistication and
interdisciplinarity in approaches
towards humanenvironment relations,
which has encouraged greater
cooperation between different sub
disciplines, and with norgovernmental

and governmental organizations alike.

and critical
engagement become more complex
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History of the Dept. of Geography & Geology | would suggest, however, that one of

t he k ey
possibilities for future research and
teaching directiondicomes from

geographyds contri
understandings of space. In many

different ways, geographers have
illustrated that the idea of space refers
not only to physical distance (e.g. a
specific location on a map or particular
physical landscape), but also to social
relations and practices (e.g., our
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towards greater |

o f ofuamdl a_t

Foundations & Directions in Geography:
Changing Spaces

R

online blogs encourage us to make a [ Saar

S M*.’;»‘
The iconic obelisk,

the Department of Geography & Geology

Scuglb%P_ proximity, activities, and

relative social status), and how these
can be reinforced and transformed by,
or challenge, the material
environments in which we live. This
broadening of our understanding of
spatial relationships has been crucial
for facilitating a discipline that is
engaged with current events, and how
these might be more thoughtfully
approached. Through a
reconceptualisation of space,
geographers have been able to
analyse social and environmental
changes in specific contexts, while also
examining how we frame our research,
and how we might ask important
questions about changing places and
cultures in different ways.

These theoretical and methodological
changes in geographic research have
meant thal ¢ eodiscipline itself has had
to reflect on how it can become a more
g}iver e area of styd”g\?rtl in terms

f Yopids %)Jﬁlared, and a%g ira

to who is encouraged to become a
professional geographer. If geography
is to have continued relevance for
local, national, and global decision

making then it also has to be socially

(Continued on p&je
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News from the Jamaican Geographical Society
From Annotto Bay to Nettle Point environmental processes.
On Saturday, October 20, 2007, twenty

geographers and friends participated in
a coastal field trip through St. Mary and

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) ¢
. : the Jamaican Geographical Society (JGY
Portland. The field trip was led by Dr'was held on Saturday, April 12, 2008 at

David Miller and Shakira Khan (Marine
. e the Department of Geography and Geol
Geology Unit). The trip's first stop was atogy, UWI Mona. The meeting was a live

:Eerm?uthv?lf hhg Y/Va}gwaéetr) Rrir\i/err,bwhe{]e one, with a number of issues being dis
T?]ee °° see Ceoenoze 3vaes eaca'tcusse\?%eJ?SSPﬁeéNsiderrﬁraPrr?fa%avid EEIrC
Point, where a small tombolo is hinged ﬁ] a ;/ome ;c the g)cltivitielzstandd achc;rL-
to the nearby offshore fringing reef, fol- 9

lowed by a stop at Folly Point. The biggest issue on the agenda for the

The final stop was at Manchioneal, a day was the election of officers to the
fishing village recently damaged by JGS Council for 2008/9 (see page 8).
storm surges from Hurricanes Ivan and The meeting also included the treas-
Dean. The highlight of the day was aur er 8 s report,
walk out to the spectacular Nettle Point, t ar yds report,
another raisedreef terrace, where there ing membership fees (page 8).
were several blow holes and huge boul-Port Royal Fieldtrip

ders strewn randomly on the surface. Saturday, April 12, 2008 was a busy day

The latter were of particular interest . ;
because, scientists from the Marine for the JGS. It began with the highly suc

Geology Unit had previously thought the
boulders were deposited there during
an ancient megatsunami. However, on
close inspection, it was observed that
one huge boulder had been moved dur
ing the storm surge associated with g
Hurricane Dean. There is therefore nc %
definitive conclusion on how the boul-f 7%
ders were originally deposited. Thisy |
exciting finding illustrates that new field £
evidence constantly requires scientists

and

thrilling fieldtrip to Port Royal. The after-

SN
Ave

ik

to revise their ideas about physical and Tour of the HMJS Cornwall. (Photo: S. Ashby)

plishments of the JGS over the past year.

th e BE D

cessful AGM and was then followed by a

JGS Members

noon at Port Royal began with a tour of
the Jamaica Defense Force (JDF) coast-
guard facility. Our group, of about 20,
was graciously received by members of
the JDF who gave us. a comprehensive

. a{stsgﬁjércp headqbiaftdrs® =
arfd on% lofits YtStedrith-Srt vqtg’sgels,r eVl
the HMJS Cornwall. Only one word can
describe the tour: impressive.

After the JDF tour, the group broke up to
explore the quiet town of Port Royal.
One small group toured Fort Charles,
including the Parade Ground and the
Giddy House. Of course, no trip to Port
Royal is complete without a visit to Glo-

ri ads Restaur ant for
food. This was the final stop for our
group where we ended the day with ,
cold beer and idle conversation.

David Barker, Carlos Michel,
Seema Kadir, JGS Council Members

Foundat. & Directi i

(Continued from pdge

ons ons n
mobility that offers important
S opportunities for future geographic
research. Mobility refers to the
movement of people, goods, and
ideasfikey components of Caribbean
identitiesfiand also to the ways in which
people have (or are restricted from)
social and economic access to places
and activities. This idea of movement
can also be applied to the notion of
mobilising, i.e., encouraging social
activism, political representation, and
collective action, such as participation
To return to the theme of knowledgeasi n a nei ghbour hood
an ongoing journefil would argue that to provide play spaces for children, an
it is not only the process of travelling, online petition to support small scale
but the concept and experience of farming internationally, or a local and

and spatially representative.
discipline has to move towards being
more inclusive by offering greater
opportunities to a broader crossection

of the populous in terms of race,
gender, physical ability, age, nationality
and income. Greater collaboration is
key: across different regions, especially
the Global South and Global North; and,
cooperation among academics, policy
makers, and community activists.

Char

national arts movement that involves
activities in a diversity of low and
middle income communities (e.g., the
recent Kingston on the Edge Arts
Festival, Jamaica). Mobility and
mobilization should be key concerns for
contemporary and future geographers
seeking greater understanding in our
dynamic world.

Geography:

Susan Mains, &
Lecturer, Dept.;
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News from the Department of Geography and Geology, UWI

Population Dynamics and this year the tradition was main- ment, University of the West Indies,

The semester commenced with a sig- tained as Chanelle Fingal was awarded Mona. Robert Kinlocke presented in a
nificant loss to the academic staff as the Commonwealth Split Site Scholar-s e s si on entitled 6 Ho
David Dodman departed after three ship. She will spend the first six months and Natainia Lummen participated in

years of service. Dr. Dodman now works of the next academic year at the Univer-t h e 6Coast al Zone Ri
with the International Institute of Envi- sity of Reading, conducting researchonand | nt egr at ed Assess
ronment and Development where his Fair Trade. Soyini Ashby also received asion. All three papers were well re-
focus has shifted to policy development PhD dissertation grant from the Asso- ceived and attracted positive feedback.
informed by his academic experience. ciation of American Geographers. T e

The migration of staff was paralleled by :

a departmental baby boom, which in-§
creased the national population count
by four. Lecturer, Dr. Susan Mains, post
graduates Sherene James and Enikal
James, and secretary Coreen Perry eacl
gave birth during the semester.

yeards AAG meet.
by more than 7,000 participants. Over
2,000 of these were from outside the
——— United States. One of the major high-
lights of the conference was the city of
Boston itself. The historic city boasts
some of the finest architecture in the
world. While in Boston, the group em-
: , barked on a small field excursion to
In early and mid April, seminars were. - Harvard University, located in the town
delivered by Seema Kadir and Donovan ﬁa)ertkinlocke, Natainia Lummen, Kevon of Cambridge. Founded in 1636, Har-
Campbell, respectively, who demon-gpiney in Boston. (Photo: M. Israel, San vard is the oldest institution of higher
strated significant progress in their re- £rancisco State University) learning in the United States, and one

Academic Advancement

search, and were therefore upgraded to of the most prestigious universities in
PhD status. Seemads presentation si t theworld Asidefrom this, many nights
ated social exclusion in the context of Conferences were spen_t roaming the streets of_B_os-
contemporary trends in access to public ; ~ ton, sampling its food anliiH fraternis i
rnTs YeAres AnTual wi ef\'neE&'NPfo'ugr;ﬂiQrienas fro tﬂeecongs S0

housing in Trinidad while Donovan ex- .i.:i ;
ciation of American Geographers (AAG .
plored the vulnerability and adaptive \yaq held in Boston, Igﬂassachu(setts Jence. One memorable night was spent

strategies of rural farmers facing chal- ¢, April 15 to 19. Three members of in an Irish Pub drinking Guinness!
lenges imposed by a changing climate. the department presented papers at Farewell Party

Another academic milestone was at- the conference. Kevon Rhiney partici- In keeping with recent traditions, the
tained by Sherene James and Ryanpat ed i n a panel o0gemestdrbaene t&& clogerwittptite celeo f

Ramsook who successfully defended Gr af f i t i ~—and | ns crbrafioh bfahe er@d of B EcRofastio jour-n g
their PhDs in geology. paper that was in collaboration with Dr. ney. The annual party for final year stu-

Rivke Jaffe from the Department of Cul- dents was hosted by Prof. Barker and
Awards tural Anthropology & Development Soci- was generally well attended.

The department has had a long history ology, Leiden University, and Ms. Cavell

of producing Commonwealth Scholars, Francis from the Department of Govern-  R0P€rt Kinlocke, Kevon Rhiney, JGS

For the most part, virtual reality has superseded
roam without borders in search of cul tur e, e mpjl oy n
meaningless.

The internet has plainly liberated millions from the confines of conventional sources of knowledge. But it

remains limited to the dimensions of a lighted screen. The user can surf the world but not experience it:
the world is squeezed into the experience of the screen. By eradicating distance, the internet eradicates al
understanding of what distance means, of the diversity of peoples, nations, climates and environments. It

reduces the world to a trillion pixels. Everest is neither in Europe nor Asia, it is on screen.

| cannot believe it makes sense to replace stgazing with screenrgazing. The awareness of distance
defines villages and communities, just as physical contact, not a chatroom, is the essence of friendshig.
Geography is the narrative of that distance.

From oThe assault on geography brecpeds
by Simon Jenkins, The Guardiartriday, November 16, 2007. Reprinted with permission.



http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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Geography Education in Jamaican High Schools

Teaching at my Aima Mater room for improvement in the syllabus. 9ra@des 10 and 11, but in grades 7 to 9,

| have been teaching we at Wol merds Bo SP%"% studies ay B9 taugmygeéa\d of
geography at the Wol- fond that too many of our first form 9€0graphy ~or “history. hus these
mer &8s B oy s QudentsCafeCuRaware of Jamaican ge- SChools have the mammoth task of cov-
since November 1998, ography. In the lower school, our chal- ering the syllabus in just two years.

four months after leav- lenges include a shortage of teaching Finally, the Reform of Secondary Educa-
ing the Department of aterial along with spending the first 1N (R-O.S.E.) programme, aimed at
Geography at the UWL. year teaching content that our students €Placing geography and history with a
At the time, | saw ghould already have known from the revised social studies syllabus, has af-
teaching as a tempo- primary level. With regards to C_A_P_E_fected the Ievell of support that _the gov-
rary move, as | wanted there is a shortage of current informa- Smment has given to either history or
to work with the then Office of Disaster o on the Caribbean, which limits our geography, and has serious implications
Preparedness (O.D.P) or the Rural Ag”'ability to effectively cover the syllabus. for the future of both subjects.

cultural Development Authority : i
(R.A.D.A). | was convinced that the onlygéla:ug’ ;Q eh[eth:r% X] T:,taé] Ci;ll%ﬁinagdﬁmeo\‘g%?sﬁfﬂh as GIS and remote
place a geographer could improve the e ¢ A p.E. exam are not in sync sensing offer us a chance to attract a
environment was in the field, not in the D ' 9 .
classroom. Besides these problems, geography as New wave of potential geographers from
_ a subject faces its own set of chal- the high school_level. _These stud_ents
However, ten years later, my views have lenges at the secondary level. Appar- '€ already equipped with the requisite
changed. Having obtained a diploma ently, geography is not afforded the skills in information technology or com-
and a postgraduate degree in Geo- ggme level of resource support in all puter studies needed for the above
graphic Information Systems (G.I.S.), 'secondary schools. In fact, in many of methodologies. Recently, the Ministry
realise that the opportunity exists for ine  schools formerly known as of Land and Environment, in association
imparting vital knowledge at the high y s e condar yo6 or dc ovy,i{la the Mipigtry jofy, I%;iucq{iqnngqu’thé
school level. Looking back, I can only nere is an absence of maps, teaching and Culture, and with the assistance of
hope that | have done my part by chal- aids, and dedicated space for the sub- the Environmental Systems Research

lenging my students to view themselves ject . I'n some ot r angliute;(E&SRIy haye ﬁppaéhﬁadesd ¢@h o o
as stewards of our fragile orb, Earth.  the sjtuation is often not too far from Multi-million dollar programme to have

The State of Geography in High Schoolst hat of the former fﬁgﬁ?iﬁ?ﬂpﬁd@%f%ﬁ;%%ﬁg gfg-l S .
At Wol meros Boys 0, andtherdbsedvatidrdid ttatgBofrapty #-and the use of related software. So far
partment comprises several fuime not a separate department in an in- the programme has been a success and
staff members. The geography syllabus creasing number of secondary schools. has sparked the interest of a number of
covers a wide range of topics from basic |t s often under the umbrella of social primary and secondary schools span-
map work at the first form level, to more sudies, or even history. Thus it is not ping the entire island.

complex and advanced sixth form top- afforded the attention it deserves. Addi- ,
ics, such as fluvial systems and karst tionally, geography is not taught at all Kevin L. Facey, Acting Head of the Depart-

geomorphology. There is still a lot of jevels'in some schools. It is taught at M€ Nt ©of Geography, Wolm

Kevin L. Facey

Just as the education system has downgraded geography in the pantheon of GCSE subjects, along with history, so the
computerised shrinking of space has led to the loss of a sense of place. Beyond the walls of home and hearth lies nothing
but the great wide world, comprehended through the prism of a screen. When we leave home, even driving a car no longer
requires mageading skills, as GPS guides us to our destination. If it fails we are as lost as if the engine breaks down.
Knowledge of maps has gone the way of knowledge of gaskets and carburettors. Yet | cannot see hovursdect!|
education can be stripped of a sense of spatial perspective and a sense of the passage of time.

Geography in the widest sense of the concept remains to me the queen of sciences. It holds the key that unlocks the
coherence of the physical world as its sister, history, unlocks that of mankind's occupation of it. Without geography's
mapping of planet Earth, the work of chemists, biologists and physicists is disjointed, mere technique.

It is geography that applies common sense to the statistical hysteria of the climatologists. It is geography that brings
global warming into context and applies the test of feasibility to whatever political priorities are deemed necessary. It is
geography that explains why each of us is located where we are, in neighbourhood, nation, continent and planet, and how
fragile might be that location. Without geography's instruction, we are in every sensgdostom robots who can only
readandcountFr om oThe assault on geography breeds [ gnorance



