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Messages

Allan Bernard

16th All African Students’ Conference Coordinator
They say that the second time is a charm, and indeed it was with the planning of the 16th All African Students’ Conference (AASC). This year’s conference is particularly important as it forms part of the University of the West Indies, Mona celebrations in commemoration of the bicentenary of Haitian Independence, and part of UNESCO’s celebration in recognition of 2004, as the year commemorating the struggles against slavery and its abolition. 

The 15th AASC was a huge success and enjoyed the support of students and academics representing 19 Universities and organizations from seven countries. This year’s conference is expected to be just as memorable, given the level of interest that is generated and the quality of the papers submitted for presentation.

As mentioned earlier, we will be marking an important landmark in the history of African peoples. The theme selected for the 16th AASC, The Bicentenary of Haitian Independence and the Historical Significance of the Haitian Revolution, represents our commitment to ventilating pertinent and relevant issues facing African peoples. Our hope is that our deliberations will not stop here, but factor into forceful, positive and determine change, not only for a brighter Haiti, but for a more proactive African nation. 

All the best for the conference deliberations and to all the visitors to our shores, do find some time to enjoy the Jamaican experience.

Ryan Williams

President, Marcus Garvey Movement

It is with extreme pleasure and humility that I bring greetings to this gathering, from the Marcus Garvey Movement.

The main aim of the Marcus Garvey Movement is the promotion of Marcus Garvey’s philosophies and opinions while providing a space for student activism. The Marcus Garvey Movement believes strongly in the role of students as agents of social and political change. It is with these goals in mind that the Marcus Garvey Movement has been affiliated with the prestigious All African Students Conference for the second time.


The All African Students Conference seeks to build bridges between students of African descent around the world. The All African Students Conference is a non-profit organization to promote understanding and cooperation among different peoples and groups divided by colour, gender, and physical conditions, racial and religious differences. 

This year, African peoples are celebrating the 200th Anniversary of the Haitian Revolution. The 16th All African Students Conference joins in commemorating this monumental event in the history of the universe, with its theme “The Bicentenary of Haitian Independence and the Historical Significance of the Haitian Revolution:  Prospects, Possibilities and Perspectives”.

It is the sincere hope of the Marcus Garvey Movement that the ensuing discussions will lead to a greater appreciation of Haiti’s significance in the global struggle for African liberation. The MGM would like to thank you for your participation in this year’s conference and we wish you all the best. 

Marie-José N’Zengou-Tayo (Ph.D.)

Sr. Lecturer in French

Chair, Haiti 2004 Mona Committee
As the chair of the Mona Committee for the Celebration of the Bicentenary of the Haitian Independence and the Commemoration of the Struggle against Slavery, it is for me great pleasure and honour to extend a warm welcome to all participants at the 16th All African Students’ Conference.  

This conference bring to a close a series of events launched on January 2, 2004, and I take this opportunity to thank all those who participated in that inaugural event and the ones, which followed during the semester.  

The violent events taking place in Haiti have put a different spin on our activities.  They have forced us to think about the meaning and frailty of democracy in our region.  They have also shown how small our countries are in the international arena and how precarious is our sovereignty in this era of globalization.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to and congratulate all of those who came together on November 8 and December 12, 2003, in order to plan the series of events that took place during the semester.  I think that they all can say ‘mission accomplished’ since all activities identified so far have been carried out attracting large audiences and generating passionate debates.

I am confident that presenters at the 16th All African Students’ Annual Conference, “The Bicentenary of Haitian Independence and the Historical Significance of the Haitian Revolution: Prospects, Possibilities and Perspectives,” will enrich the body of thoughts and research generated by the Haitian experience, both past and present.  I am looking forward to fruitful and stimulating / heated discussions during these three days.

Thelora Reynolds (Ph.D.)

Director, Office of Students Services 

University of the West Indies, Mona  

Smith (1982) postulates that Imperialism itself, as a variety of human, political and economic behaviour, appears to be quite alive, judging from events in Vietnam and Afghanistan and I have added Iraq. 

Perhaps the greatest number of explanations of European Imperialism see it either as an economic phenomenon or as a consequence of an economic phenomenon.


Theorists like Karl Marxs used the “centre periphery” theory to engender an understanding of the economic approach to imperialism. Other writers like Joseph Schumpter (1919) presented the social structure in Europe as causes of colonial expansion when aristocracies, threatened with loss of power and status, tried to find high level positions for some of their members in governments of colonies that were being set up abroad.

Countries that are product of English colonialism centre their interest primarily on examining English colonialism and imperialism as they affect Africa and the African Diaspora. The theme of this conference “The Bicentenary of Haitian Independence and the Historical Significance of the Haitian Revolution: Prospects, Possibilities and Perspectives,” and the wide cross-section of countries from which presenters and participants were targeted, connote an historic imperative to examine how all forms of colonialism and imperialism affected and continues to affect, the peoples of the world, and in particular, the peoples of Africa.

Therefore, I congratulate the Marcus Garvey Movement; a registered student organization on the Mona Campus, for the vision in organizing this conference to realize the aims of fostering an understanding and co-operation among different peoples and groups divided by colour, gender, physical conditions, racial and religious difference, with an historical context. The theme could not be more current, and as such commands the type of interest that dictates vibrant discussions and thought provoking suggestions and proposals- hallmarks of a good conference.

The Office of Student Services pledges its support in any way that will ensure the success of this conference.  

Mr. Collin Virgo

Guild of Students

University of the West Indies, Mona 

We welcome once again all the participants and organisers of this the 16th All African Students Conference, to the Mona campus of the University of the West Indies. It is with both humility and pleasure that we acknowledge the fact that your conference has again chosen this campus as its hosts, and it is indicative of the fact that the campus boasts the technical, intellectual and aesthetic facilities that are necessary to allow for the successful staging of events such as these.

We  the Guild of Students are pleased, that an established International conference is being hosted, planned and organised by our own members. The fact that they have been given a mandate to do so consecutively suggests an appreciation of the talents and abilities of our student organisers, the campus’s general atmosphere and also speaks to the satisfaction of the participants with last year’s hosting of the conference. 

We congratulate the organisers and all the participants for their interest and efforts in an event of this nature. We intend to be represented as usual at this year’s conference, and we hope that out of the conference will come meaningful and progressive ideas, policies and positions, which will contribute to further positive development of our friends, colleagues and neighbours throughout the African diaspora.

Best wishes in your endeavours.

Collin A. Virgo

Guild Public Relations Office

The 16th All African Students’ Conference Programme

Thursday, May 20, 2004

On Site Registration – Rex Nettleford Hall  

9:00am – 3:30pm

OPENING CEREMONY – Undercroft 

6.00 – 8.00 pm

Keynote Speaker: Hon K.D. Knight, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 

Chair: Cindy Simon, PRO Marcus Garvey Movement and Deputy Hall Chair Irvine Hall

Reception/Cocktails

Friday, May 21, 2004

REGISTRATION – Social Sciences Lecture Theatre (SSLT)

8:30 – 6:00 pm 

COFFEE

1st PLENARY SESSION (SSLT)

9.30am – 11.00 am

Speaker: Dr. Eddy Maloka – African Institute of South Africa
Topic: “Haiti and Africa: Some Historical Parallels”

Chair: Kashka Hemans, University of the West Indies, Mona.

Session 1
(11:00am – 1:00pm)

Democracy and Revolution (SSLT)

Chair: Norda Seymour, Marcus Garvey Movement, University of the West Indies, Mona

Dr. Lawrence Bamikole – University of the West Indies, Mona

“Political Violence for Democracy: The Justification for revolution”

Stephanie Smith and Richard Billings – Social Development Commission, Jamaica

“Whither Democratic Traditions, Governance, & Development’ Views from the Jamaican and Haitian experience” 

Keesha Sharaine Simon – African Caribbean Institute of Jamaica

“The Aftermath of a Revolution: The Socio -Economic Impact of Haitian Émigrés and Political Exiles in Jamaica 1804 – 2004”
Cora-Lee Conway – African Studies Students’ Association, York University, Canada 

“Sounding Revolution: Haiti and the Scar Tissue of Silence”

Ginette Apollon, Rea Dof and Lucie Tondreau – The Haitian American Grassroots Coalition in Miami

“The Situation in Haiti since the Coup: Perspectives of Grassroots Haitian Women” 

Omari Mason, York University Black Students’ Alliance, York University, Canada

“The influence of the Haitian Revolution on the Culture and Society of the Caribbean and the greater African Diaspora” 

1:00 – 2:00pm LUNCH BREAK

Session 2 
(2:00pm – 3:45pm)

Culture and Society (SSLT)

Chair: Dr. Marie-José N’Zengou-Tayo, University of the West Indies, Mona 

Dr. Joycelynne Loncke - University of Guyana

“In the Shadow of the Maroon: A comparative study of Pan Africanism in the poetry of Jean Brierre and Sardar Asare”

Joseph T. Farquharson – University of the West Indies, Mona

“Ananse in the Twenty-First Century: The Reclamation and Appropriation of Folk Filosofi’”

Ogunrinola Kehinde - University of Ibadan, Nigeria

“Cultural Significance of Pan-Africanism and the Reshaping of African Traditions”
Sonjah Stanley Niaah - University of the West Indies, Mona 

“From Limbo to Shankle Dip: Ritual Performance in Dancehall Culture”

Anthony Lewis – University of the West Indies, Mona

“The Pressure of Language: Communication and Society under Duvalierism” 

3:45 – 4:00 PM COFFEE BREAK

Session 3
(4:00pm – 5:30pm)

Politics in Haitian Literature: A response to the Duvalier regime and post 1986. [The following papers explore the relationship between politics and literature in the collection of short stories “Tante Resia et Les Dieux” 1994 by Yanick Lahens.] (SSLT)

Chair: Terry-Ann Gilbert-Roberts, University of the West Indies, Mona

Althea Bartley – University of the West Indies, Mona 

‘Evoking the memory of 15 May 1968:  Yanick Lahens unveils the past’

Dejon Lindo – University of the West Indies, Mona

‘The legacy of Duvalierism on Haiti’s youth: A study of two short stories Les Survivants and La chamber bleue in Tante Résia et les dieux (1994)’

Amirh Venner – University of the West Indies, Mona 
‘Isolation vs. Integration: the contrast between rejection and acceptance of socioeconomic conditions in Haiti as seen in Yanick Lahens’ Le jour fêlé and La ville in her short story collection: Tante Résia et les dieux (1994)’

Marlie Delicieux – African Studies Students’ Association, York University, Canada

“The experience of an African-Haitian, Haitian-Canadian woman in Anglo-Canada”

“BOIS CAIMAN” 8:00pm – Midnight

Students’ Union, UWI

Featuring Sizzla Kalonji 

Black Music with Mutabaruka 

Saturday, May 22, 2004

REGISTRATION – Social Sciences Lecture Theatre (SSLT)

8:30 – 5:00 pm 

COFFEE

2nd PLENARY SESSION (SSLT)

9.30 – 11.00 am

Speaker: Professor Verene Shepherd

Topic: “Monuments, Memorialization & Black Identity: The Case for War Memorials in the African Diaspora” 

Chair: Nadeen Spence, Institute of Jamaica.

Session 4
(11:00am – 12:30pm)

Reparations (SSLT)

Chair: Mohamed Yusuf, African Studies Students’ Association, York University, Canada

Chief Elder Osiris - Sankofa Repatriation Movement, USA

“Reparation and Debt”

Maboula Soumahoro – Université François Rabelais-Tours, France

“Does Our Money Bleed Black Blood? The Position of France on the Question of Reparations to Haiti, 2004”

Carl H. Rémy – African Studies Students’ Association, York University, Canada

“Reparations are not complete without Mother Africa’s Liberation”

Barbara Makeda Blake Hannah - Jamaica Reparations Movement

“Reparations – Rastafari Pathway to World Peace”

12:30 – 1:30 pm LUNCH BREAK

Session 5
(1:30 – 4:00pm)

Education, Sports and Sustainable Development (SSLT)

Chair: Tamii Smith, York University Black Students’ Alliance, York University, Canada 

Sha Kam – University of the West Indies, St Augustine  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“The Haitian Revolution and the Regional Educational Curriculum”

Mathew ‘Knife’ Harvey – University of the West Indies, Mona

“Sustaining Underdevelopment? Food/Nutrition, Water and Health Insecurity: The Haitian Experience”

Selam Teclu – African Studies, York University, Canada

Urban Agriculture and Urban Youth in Haiti
Don Davis/Iman Blak – University of the West Indies, Mona

“Haiti in World Football: From CLR James to Emmanuel Sanon”

Tanya C. Ferguson – African Studies Students’ Association, York University, Canada

“Collective Agreement: making sense of skilled workers and the “unskilled labour market” in Canada’s ‘Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program’”

4:00 – 5:00 pm CLOSING SSSION

Chair: Allan Bernard, 16th AASC Coordinator

7:00 – 12midnight GALA DINNER

Rex Nettleford Hall Multifunctional Room

Main Speaker: Professor Obika Gray, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire

“Haiti in the Contemporary Caribbean” 

Featuring Musical Performance by Mr. Dean Frazer

Compodium of Abstracts 

‘Political Violence for Democracy: The Justification for revolution’

Bamikole, Lawrence 

University of the West Indies, Mona 

Historically, most of what are nowadays called democratic states was established by acts of political and social revolutions. This is one of the main reasons why, despite its inbuilt logic of peaceful change/ conflict resolution, democracy cannot absolutely legislate against violence in politics. Apart from the historical explanation of the endemic violent origin of democratic states, the paper shall argue for the moral (and political) justification of revolution by means of violent or peaceful change of a democratically elected government when it has become oppressive and tyrannical. Our position shall hinge on John Locke's view that there is a right (even a duty) of revolution and on Kai Nielsen's position on the justification of revolutionary violence.

‘Evoking the memory of 15 May 1968:  Yanick Lahens unveils the past’

Bartley, Althea 

University of the West Indies, Mona 

One of the six short stories in the collection, Les Survivants is a historical account of the Duvalier period through the eyes of the narrator, Lucien. Now that the threat of political violence no longer exists, the narrator has regained his memory, and recounts the events of May 15, 1968, a date that was pivotal to the lives of a group of idealistic students. 

The aim of this paper is to show how Lahens has re-created the political and socio-economic issues that dominated the Duvalier regime through the evocation of memory.  Furthermore, I intend to establish that the memory takes place on two levels, firstly through the narrator and secondly through the collective experience of the reader. Additionally I will illustrate how Lahens relies on the profound, political, social and economic effect that May 68 had on both the French and Haitian societies to evoke this memory.

‘Reparations – Rastafari Pathway to World Peace”

Blake-Hannah, Barbara Makeda 

Jamaica Reparations Movement

The call for Reparations was the earliest mission statement of the Rastafari movement from its beginnings in the mid-1930s in Jamaica. Their inspiration to demand compensation for slavery's injustice was the Maroons -- runaway Africans whose determination to escape the shackles of slavery caused them to fight the British, win their freedom, and gain land for settlement as reparations.

World trends indicate that the issue of Reparations for descendants of African enslavement will become the international human rights issue of the new millennium. The fact that Jewish survivors of the Holocaust, Japanese-Americans, Korean sex slaves, Aboriginal peoples, Native Americans, victims of post-Cold-War national conflicts in Eastern Europe -- have all been granted Reparations in recognition of their unjust suffering as victims of genocidal actions, is a clear indication that Reparations has become a pathway of peace and reconciliation. 

As the pressure for Reparations increases, there arises a need for a central co-ordinating body to organise and present a major international petition which addresses this issue. I declare that the Rastafari movement is best-suited to lead this international call for Reparations to Black people. 

‘Beyond Space and time: Feudality, Ethnicity and Patriarchy Reigns’

Conway, Cora-Lee

York University, Canada

Development is discourse that constructs the Third World, and informs its trajectory from a symbolic and sometimes literal external. To repossess and ultimately define and inform one’s own development it is necessary to revisit the foundational moments of history and silenced narratives to re-contextualize and re-present memory and past. In the case of Haiti, its 1791 Saint Domingue Revolution serves as a hallmark of its existence. However, due to the context in which it occurred, the subsequent silencing of its revolution and its history has carved out a marginal and underdeveloped reality for the progeny of courageous revolutionaries. 200 years after the first, Haiti is need of another revolution, one in which the aristocracy of knowledge is dismantled. As we voice the revolution into history, we will again transform the dynamics of Haitian future.    

‘Haiti in World Football: From CLR James to Emmanuel Sanon’

Davis, Don/Iman Blak

University of the West Indies, Mona

This paper celebrates the bicentennial of the Haitian revolution using CLR James’ Black Jacobins as a point of entrance into a socio-political discourse on Haitian culture expressed via sports/football. The paper identifies World Football as a site for cultural resistance, identity-formation and development, while looking at the past 100 years of football in Haiti highlighted by the revolutionary exploits of Emmanuel Sanon and Haiti’s rise to the zenith of world football.

‘The experience of an African-Haitian, Haitian-Canadian woman in Anglo-Canada’

Delicieux, Marlie   

York University, Canada

As a Black woman of African-Haitian ancestry, I will be presenting a personal narrative on what it means to be of part of the Haitian Diaspora in Canada, specifically the Anglo-portion of Canada. Among the difficulties of growing up in a European based society and finding what it means to be Black in Canada, knowing what it means to be Haitian has been more of a challenge. Due to the present political turmoil, the clash of cultures has become more apparent in recent times and this will be part of my examination as I look at what it means to be Haitian-Canadian today.

‘Ananse in the Twenty-First Century: The Reclamation and Appropriation of Folk Filosofi’

Farquharson, Joseph T. 

University of the West Indies, Mona

Within the on-going national discourse on the moral and epistemic value of that non-European (especially African) component of our folklore, Ananse (also spelt Anancy, Anancy, Nancy) has been the most derided and abused character. Interestingly enough, the folk-hero (as he still remains for some) and a decent portion of the repertoire of oral narratives/folk-tales he represents, are the most obvious African retentions/continuities in Jamaican culture. 

The argument is that even if we reject him, our lived experiences (past and present) make him an integral facet of the national unconscious. In this paper, I briefly outline the historical origin of Ananse and demonstrate how he has adapted to his Jamaican context. I then move on to explore some of the reasons for the hostility towards him, and how by fully understanding Ananse’s significance to us and reclaiming this part of our culture, we can free ourselves of the very socio-historical and cultural neuroses from which we suffer. Some of the questions this paper addresses are: How can Ananse help us to surmount the genealogical frustration which haunts us from our past? Can we appropriate the filosofi encapsulated in Ananse stories in order to push intellectual, cultural and economic development in the twenty-first century? 

Collective Agreement: making sense of skilled workers and the “unskilled labour market” in Canada’s ‘Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program’

Ferguson, Tanya C.
Black Youth United, Canada

This paper looks at the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program (SAW) that demands nearly 15 000 Caribbean and Mexican workers travel annually to Canada on temporary work visas to sustain Canada’s agricultural industry. Using a historical analysis of the agricultural industry in Canada, the United States and the Caribbean, this paper presents an analysis of the notion of the “unskilled” in the North American labour market.

An examination of working conditions and living conditions of migrant workers during their temporary work term sheds light on the various ways that migrant workers themselves and the communities in which they reside make sense of their stay and work in small-town Canada. 

‘Sustaining Underdevelopment? Food/Nutrition, Water and Health Insecurity: The Haitian Experience’
Harvey, Mathew ‘Knife”

University of the West Indies, Mona

The Haitian experience has resulted in a state of spiraling unsustainability. While this has its genesis from a multiplicity of factors both endogenous and exogenous, the situation is precipitated by rising food/nutrition and health insecurity. If this trend is not reversed, there will be the loss not only of the socio-economic and socio political benefits of Haiti to the CSME, but more importantly an icon of resistance against oppression under any form and name. The paper examines the situation in Haiti within the framework of sustainable development. And analyses the impact of the debt and increasing food/nutrition and health insecurity in the country, given its potential to stymie not only the advancement of Haiti but also the region in general.

‘Cultural Significance of Pan-Africanism and the Reshaping of African Traditions’

Kehinde, Ogunrinola

University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

The cultural space of African has for a very long time been distorted by the cultural requirements of imperialism.  The content is best remembered by the harrowing experience of slavery, racism, and colonialism.  The overall implications of these factors have led to the denigration of Africa historical and cultural lives.  In an attempt to reverse and wipe out all vestiges of imperialism, Pan-Africanism became a reaction against the Western hegemony, and means for restoration of Africa’s identity. The paper argues, in the context of globalization that it would be difficult to completely erase Western ideology, given the facts that the world has continually become interdependent. However, one may ask to what extent Pan-Africanism was successful as a counter discourse of the African personality?  Why is it so all important to recover Africa ancient past, through decolonization?  And what in reality is the African way of life in this contemporary age? 

To this effect, the study moves beyond earlier accounts in some important ways to examine the historical and cultural basis of Pan-Africanism, in order to ascertain the extent to which it provided a sense of vindication and assertation of the African personality; as an effort to establish something almost lost to Africans.  Accordingly, the paper’s major contribution lies in viable reconciliation of the ancient past with the legacy of the western systems that would ensure the sustenance of African human dignity.

‘The Pressure of Language: Communication and Society under Duvalierism’

Lewis, Anthony

University of the West Indies, Mona

Among the important forces influencing the politics of nations are communication and media, particularly as reflected in the role assigned to language. On the other hand politicians (and increasingly big business interests), in their quest to attain the pragmatic goals of maintaining power, seek to influence if not determine the role of communication in national affairs. In Haiti, a country constantly in the throes of political crises, the socio-political structure has consistently attempted to influence the role of communicators and media in order to achieve their own interested ends.

This paper proposes to reflect on the role that local and foreign communication practices and channels played in the survival of the regime of François "Papa Doc" Duvalier and that of his son, Jean-Claude 'Baby Doc'. It also seeks to evaluate how communication and media helped to prepare the ground for a Haiti beyond Duvalierism as well as review the manner in which portrayals of Haiti in the foreign press during the era of the Duvaliers helped to shape international discourse on the country. 

‘The legacy of Duvalierism on Haiti’s youth: A study of two short stories Les Survivants and La chamber bleue in Tante Résia et les dieux (1994)’

Lindo, Dejon

University of the West Indies, Mona

The impact of Duvalier’s regime on the psyche of Haiti’s youth in the two short stories is examined in this paper.

"In the Shadow of the Maroon:   A comparative study of Pan Africanism in the poetry of Jean Brierre and Sardar Asare."

Loncke, Joycelynne

University of Guyana

One of the shadowy ancestral figures that appear again and again in the literature of the Caribbean is the character of the Maroon.  Separated by language, time and space, two poets, Jean Brierre of Haiti and Sardar Asare of Guyana have translated in terms of images, themes, rhythms, nostalgia for the glorious fight of the ancestors for freedom and their affirmation of the right to reject assimilation, and they have taken up the call for that fight, this time in metaphysical terms.  The present paper presents the general contours of marronage in better known Haiti and lesser known Guyana, and it then proceeds to a comparative study of the two poets in question, in the light of the Pan African strategy of resistance through cultural fidelity.

‘Haiti and Africa: The South African Debate”

Maloka, Eddy

African Institute of South African

There are interesting parallels between the historical experiences of Haiti and Africa. One particular fact is that Haiti is, for people of African descent all over the world, a lost opportunity not least because, in its two hundred years of existence, the country is yet to experience economic development and lasting peace and political stability.

Haiti was already a black, independent republic when most of Africa was being subjected to colonial penetration and, eventually, rule from the middle of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th century. When most of Africa was engaged, particularly during the inter-war period, in the struggle for independence, Haiti was recovering from 19 years of US occupation and entering another period of instability which was to culminate in the brutal reign of the Duvalier dynasty. From this perspective, because of both domestic and external factors, Haiti experienced a period of decline and indeed collapses at the time when other countries such as Japan, the Asian Tigers, and later China, managed to find a way out of underdevelopment.

This paper, however, focuses on how the events of the last few months in Haiti have impacted on South Africa. The paper examines the reaction in South Africa to President Thabo Mbeki's attendance of the bicentenary of Haiti in January 2004. Following the US-orchestrated removal of President Aristide, South Africa came into the picture again as a potential refuge for the deposed leader. And recently, at the request of the CARICOM, communicated to South Africa via the African Union, the Mbeki government consented to granting Aristide temporary asylum. This development, like the events of the preceding months, was greeted with outrage in some quarters of the South African political establishment.

The paper discusses this debate, its evolution and dynamics. The argument in the paper is that this debate is less about Haiti and Aristide, and more about the challenges of identity and nation-building in post-apartheid South Africa. The critics of Mbeki's Haiti policy are largely from a section of the historically white political opposition who not only dismiss Aristide as the "Mugabe of the Caribbean", but have also argued that Haiti has no bearing on South Africa's "national interest" because of its distance from the African continent. For their part, those in support of the Mbeki Haiti policy relate their argument to the historic significance of Haiti and pan-Africanism.

‘The influence of the Haitian Revolution on the Culture and Society of the Caribbean and the greater African Diaspora ‘

Mason, Omari

York University Black Students’ Alliance, Canada
The historical and contemporary significance of Haiti and the Haitian Revolution to peoples of African descent cannot be overstated. From a tripartite perspective, the history of Haiti, the people of Haiti, and the Haitian Revolution from 1791 to 1804, have all influenced the existential realities of the African Diaspora, particularly the Caribbean. This paper will elucidate the impact of this triad approach and the nature of its influence. It will focus on the significance of the Haitian Revolution in the political economy of chattel slavery; the changes in culture and society of enslaved Africans; and link the significance and feared potential significance of these heroic forces to the continuous attempts to disrupt and destroy Haiti and its people.

‘Reparation and Debt’

Osiris, Chief Elder 

Sankofa Repatriation Movement

We celebrate the 200th year of Haiti’s release from direct control of her colonizers but not her Independence nor her Liberation. True Independence comes not piece meal but must come from a National declaration by a unified Body of homogeny people of the one and same Racial Nationality unified in obtaining such a goal of Independence.

 

Haiti has yet to be free and Independent and so do the other proclaimed States in the Bahamas, Caribbean, South America and the United States, the Diaspora which hold the children of our Enslaved African Ancestors. Reparation must be a unified rallying cry coming from all of the children of Enslaved Africans in the Diaspora and must be for the purpose to Repatriate back to our original domicile, there is where we constitute the majority as African people and there and there alone is where we will experience what true Independence really can and must be for the African Nation again, unified and not marginalized, Nationalized and not Naturalized!!!

‘Reparations are not complete without Mother Africa’s Liberation’

Rémy, Carl H.
York University, Canada

“… the days are coming,… when men shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of  Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the descendants of the house of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall dwell in their own land.”  (Jeremiah- 23:7,8)

In light of this valuable, irrevocable and trustworthy prophecy, I wish to suggest in my essay that, reparations will properly and ultimately be attained according to Garvey’s ‘back to Africa’ notion or movement. The concept of reparations surpasses the simple notion of financial repayment and extends beyond the boundaries of the West. At the heart of the Reparations movement is the idea of complete liberation for all Africans. Lest we forget the events of the past, e.g.: the slaughter of the Hereros, the people of Angola, Rwanda; the State of Rhodesia, colonialism did not just exist in the African Diaspora. With that, it would only be a greater injustice if our exploited Motherland, Africa, as well as our oppressed brothers and sisters in Africa, were not to benefit the reparations movement. Only Africans will free Africa, the Diaspora cannot forget that. As Robert Nester Marley said, I am talking about ‘Black progress’--Africa Unite.

‘The Haitian Revolution and the Regional Educational Curriculum’

Sha Kam

University of the West Indies, St. Augustine 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
There is some concern among regional scholars, Pan Africanists, and other activists, that Haiti does not hold the place that it should in the imagination of the people of the Caribbean. Haiti is in fact viewed by the many in an entirely negative light. This study discusses the global factors that contribute to Haiti’s negative image but concentrates its energies on one in particular. The treatment of the Haitian Revolution in the education system of the region (CXC)

This study is an analysis of the treatment of the Haitian Revolution in the main CXC texts used in the secondary schools of Trinidad and Tobago and therefore throughout the region. The paper argues that the texts are guilty of falsifying or manipulating history, by:


1. the Omission of important information


2. the inclusion of negative subjective interpretations, and


3. the outright misrepresentation of facts.

In this way it suggests that Caribbean scholars and intellectuals have and are contributing to Haiti’s negative image. The paper suggests that the Haitian Revolution is not the only area of the regions history syllabus that needs serious reform and it calls for immediate action on the part of African students to put pressure on the powers that be to make changes.

‘The Aftermath of a Revolution: The Socio -Economic Impact of Haitian Émigrés and Political Exiles in Jamaica 1804 – 2004’

Simon, Keesha Sharaine 

African Caribbean Institute of Jamaica

The paper firstly examines how the massive influx of displaced Haitian émigrés, seeking asylum in Jamaica after the Haitian Revolution impacted on the society. Issues such as race and class are explored as it relates to their acceptance within Jamaica. Their general contribution to the social and economic aspects of the country is also investigated.   The paper then moves on to probe the circumstances surrounding the abdication of the ten (10) Haitian presidents who sought exile in Jamaica, the underlying reasons behind accepting them and what contribution those that stayed made to the country. 

‘Whither Democratic Traditions, Governance, & Development’ Views from the Jamaican and Haitian experience 

Smith, Stephanie and Richard Billings 

Social Development Commission, Jamaica

Responsive governments and, an active and organised civil society with an established legal/legislative framework are promoted as ideal tenets for participatory governance and development that is pro-poor.  What are the lessons from the evolution of Haitian and Jamaican systems of governance and government that can inform current attempts to transform these countries’ economies and societies?

'Does Our Money Bleed Black Blood? The Position of France on the Question of Reparations to Haiti, 2004'

Soumahoro, Maboula 

Université François Rabelais-Tours, France
At the end of 2003, as the government of Haiti, then led by President Aristide, was putting a final touch to the series of ceremonies and celebrations that would make up the bicentenary anniversary of the Haitian Revolution, one of the actions taken for the anniversary was to ask France, the former colonizing power of the then Saint-Domingue, to pay back as reparations the money that was paid to France by Haiti in the 19th century as financial compensation deemed done to the French plantation owners. The sum paid at the time in French Francs was now being calculated and updated to the currency rates of today.

In order to study this question, but also to assess the future of Franco Haitian relations, the French government, through the French Minister for Foreign Affairs Dominique de Villepin, ordered a commission composed of various scholars and intellectuals to delve into the history existing between Haiti and France and to make recommendations on this issue, controversial to their eyes. 

That is what is now named The Debray report to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dominique de Villepin, from the Independent Commission of Reflexion and Recommendation on French-Haitian Relations. In order to fulfill its mission the commission has met with and interviewed more than 150 persons, including scholars, writers, activists, as well as both political and religious personalities, mainly from the French-speaking Caribbean.

Having got access to this report (a little more of a hundred pages long), completed and handed in to the French government last January, the aim of my paper will be to present and interpret France’s views and position on this crucial question of reparations. 

‘From Limbo to Shankle Dip: Ritual Performance in Dancehall Culture’ 

Stanley Niaah, Sonjah 

University of the West Indies, Mona Campus 

 

This paper will explore how through dynamic dance creations, celebrations of life and death in Dancehall culture represent the New Jamaican rituals that replaced African ones that were eclipsed with the change of environment occasioned by the Middle Passage experience. 

‘Urban Agriculture and Urban Youth in Haiti’

Teclu, Selam 

York University, Canada

One of the main trends in non-western nations such as Haiti is the high rate of urbanization.  Rural to urban migration contributes significantly to urbanization and is caused primarily by droughts, a decrease in farm incomes, and trade liberalization in agriculture.  A considerable number of poor rural migrants are youth who leave their families in search of food and income.  Once in the cities, these youth join thousands of poor urban peasants who also suffer from food insecurity due to social inequalities and lack of income.  Historically, food security discourses have tended to view the problem in terms of food shortages that can be addressed through increased imports and international food aid.  However, urban food insecurity in Haiti, as in most non-western nations, is not a matter of food shortages but a matter of access and affordability.  
Urban Agriculture (UA) is increasingly seen as a means to address food insecurity and poverty in non-western nations.  This paper argues that UA can offer an effective response to urban food insecurity in Haiti, particularity for poor urban dwellers including youth. Drawing upon literature and my experiences with youth and UA in Toronto (Canada) and Accra (Ghana), I argue that UA can play a significant role in promoting food security and community socio-economic development in Haiti.  Growing crops locally not only closes the gap between production and consumption it also contributes to the de-commoditization of food.  Furthermore when food is consumed as close as possible to where it is produced, it enables people to take control over their food supply and improve access and affordability.

‘The Situation in Haiti since the Coup: Perspective of Grassroots Haitian Women’

Tondrau, Lucie, Rea Dof and Ginnette Apollon

‘Isolation vs. Integration: the contrast between rejection and acceptance of socioeconomic conditions in Haiti as seen in Yanick Lahens’ Le jour fêlé and La ville in her short story collection: Tante Résia et les dieux (1994)’

Venner, Amirh 

University of the West Indies, Mona 
This research paper outlines two contrasting responses to Haiti’s poor socioeconomic conditions by studying two characters from different backgrounds. In “Le jour fêlé” Martine Durand, a member of the petite bourgeoisie class, rejects the impoverished surroundings of her fellow Haitians and therefore isolates herself from the majority of the population due to her fear of retaliation. The other story analyzed, “La ville”, is centered around Brice, a member of the Haitian Diaspora, who accepts and looks beyond Haiti’s deplorable socioeconomic conditions to reestablish a connection with his roots. The author’s portrayal of the internal conflict that is experienced by each character further enhances the contrast that is made between the protagonists’ varied responses to the same societal problem.
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