Title: Sex, Gender and Society

Course Code: SY37G
Lecturer: Ms. June Castello
Email: june.castello@uwimona.edu.jm

Administrative
Coordinator: Ms. Erika Ellis

Lecture Times and Venue:

Tutorial Times and Venue: To be announced

Office Hours: To be announced

Course Office: Mona Unit, Centre for Gender

and Development Studies
Sir Alister Mcintyre Building

Telephone: 876-977-7365, or ext. 2644 (on campus)

Fax: 876-977-9053

Evaluation: One Course Work Essay - 30%
One Tutorial Presentation - 10%
Total Course Work -40%

Written two hour examination - 60%
Course Content:
Sex, Gender and Society is a level three course which explores and examines the development of
the concepts and ideas pertaining to sex and gender through the growth of the feminist movement,
its challenge to the construction of androcentric knowledge, and its intersection with the areas of
philosophy, history, sociology, economics and politics. The course exposes students to the
theoretical and methodological analysis of the concepts of sex and gender in society and prepares
students to examine social phenomena from a gender perspective. The course further exposes
students to the way in which the development of gender, especially the feminist critique, has had
an impact upon social theory in the Caribbean, as well as on the international stage.

Please take the time to read the information contained in this document; it is all-
encompassing and very important. Historically, there has been a strong positive correlation
between students’ attention to this outline and their enjoyment of this course.

L, Y
i FURRY
)
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Course Objectives:
By the end of the sessions, the students should be able to:
- understand and appreciate the conceptual and political difference between ‘sex’
and ‘gender’
- understand the ways in which gender shapes and gives meaning to our lives
- understand and appreciate the implications of the multiple dimensions of the
social relations of gender as these relations intersect with social theory
- understand the pervasiveness of sex and sexuality in our societies
- undertake an analysis of social phenomena using gender as a category of analysis

Course Guidelines:

The course uses a combination of lectures, tutorials and participatory classroom workshops and
encourages participation and experiential learning. Students are expected to come fully prepared
to take an active role in both tutorials as well as lectures. All students are expected to read
prior to lectures and tutorials and to both raise issues and answer questions. The presence
of a body on its own, is, therefore, not indicative of participation. Tutorials are held for the
benefit of the students. It is at this time that any questions which emerge from your readings
should be addressed by your tutor. Attendance at the two hour weekly lecture is essential and the
one hour tutorial time is compulsory. A register of attendance will be taken at each tutorial.
Students with clashes must report and discuss these with the lecturer.

Course work:
Course work comprises two aspects: one course work essay and one tutorial presentation. Both
assignments are compulsory.

A list of essays covering the first section of the course is to be found on pages 12-13 of the course
outline, and from that list, student will select one topic. The assignment must be submitted on the
date specified. A receipt will, at that time, be issued as proof of submission. Late assignments
will not be accepted unless accompanied by a certified letter from the University Medical
Health Centre.

Course work assignments are due no later than the first lecture in the week of 2009, June 15 and
should be submitted during the lecture. However, should the student so desire, assignments that
are ready before the deadline should be handed in at the Mona Unit, Centre for Gender and
Development Studies and students should obtain a receipt from the office. Coursework
assignments will be returned during the last lecture in July, 2009.

Guidelines for Course Work Assignments

The coursework essay accounts for 30% of the final grade and, like any other academic written
assignment, needs to satisfy basic academic requirements. It will be assessed based on the
following criteria:

. Content — the presentation and development of good and relevant ideas; the grasp,
understanding and explanation of the key concepts.
. Argumentation — the support of the ideas and key concepts by accurate referencing,

the logical and coherent development of the points/position being advanced.
Students must show evidence, therefore, of wide reading going beyond the
recommended literature in the course outline.

. Use of appropriate writing techniques that include good grammar and proper
referencing. Please note that footnotes and the bibliography are used to inform the
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reader of additional information that the writer considers important but does not
require in the body of the text.

Kindly note that at the university level, students are expected to follow specific writing
guidelines, especially as these relate to footnotes/endnotes and bibliographies. Ensure that you
follow and maintain the consistency of a particular style which you select. Guides for writings
styles are available in the Main Library. Proper referencing of material is an imperative in
academic work. Should you feel uncertain as to how to do this, you should consult A Manual for
the Writing of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations by Kate Turabian in 1987 and
published in Chicago by the University of Chicago Press, 1987. Proper referencing will be one
of the areas to which grades will be assigned in your assignments.

Students are advised that tutorial presentations are designed to both provide an adequate response
to the question as well as to invite the active participation of the group. They will, then, be
assessed along these lines.

Academic Conduct

You will be expected to present your work in a scholarly manner. Academic dishonesty and
misconduct will not be tolerated. This includes (but is not limited to) cheating on assignments or
examinations, submitting the same paper to meet requirements of more than one course without
the consent of all the lecturers concerned, re-submitting previous academic work as a new
product, disrupting or interfering with other students’ work or plagiarising (submitting someone
else’s work as your own).

Essential Readings:

A selected bibliography has been included in this outline as a guide. Please note that this
bibliography is by no means exclusive or exhaustive and students are encouraged to seek out
additional sources on their own. Many of the texts, journals, articles and papers can be found
either in the RBC section of the Main Library or on the Open Shelf. You are also encouraged to
make use of the World Wide Web. A course package will also be made available for those
wishing to purchase some of the material on the list. The items which are included in the course
package are identified in the required readings for the sessions.

Essential Books:

We recognise that books can be expensive but for students who are interested in doing
well in this course, as well as those who will continue on in this or any related field(s), it
is recommended that you purchase at least one of the following essential books.

< Foucault, Michel. 1980. A History of Sexuality, Volume One. New York: Random
House.

< Johnson, Alan. 1992. The Gender Knot. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

< Weeks, Jeffrey. 1995. Sexuality. London and New York: Routledge.

Essential Caribbean References

< Barriteau, Eudine. (Ed) 2003. Confronting Power, Theorizing Gender. Kingston: UWI
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Press

< Brown, Janet. 1995. ‘Why Man Stay so, Why Woman Stay So?: Findings of the Gender
Socialization project in the Caribbean.” WAND Occasional Paper, July.

< Mohammed, Patricia. (ed) 1998. Feminist Review No. 59 Rethinking Caribbean
Difference London: Routledge.

< Mohammed, Patricia and Catherine Shepherd (eds).1999.Gender in Caribbean
Development. Mona: The Press, UWI. (reprint)

< Mohammed, Patricia (ed).2002. Gendered Realities: Essays in Caribbean Feminist
Thought Kingston: The Press, UWI and CGDS Mona.

< Reddock, Rhoda (ed). 2004 Interrogating Caribbean Masculinties. Kingston: UWI Press

Work Schedule by Session

Session One (Week beginning June 01)
In House Organisation - final registration and sign up for tutorials
Introduction: Sex, Gender and Society — Broad Strokes and Connective Sinews
By the end of the session you should be able to:
- understand the way in which the course is structured
- understand the meanings of and be able to define key terms — sex, sexuality,
sexual identity, gender, masculinity, femininity, patriarchy, androcentric,
biological determinism, essentialism, constructivism and social constructivism.
- understand the relationship between Sex, Gender and Society
- critically review liberal, radical, socialist, marxist, black and post —modern
feminists’ contribution to the discussion of the “Woman Question’.

Readings:

Bhasin, Kamla. 1993. What is Patriarchy New Delhi: Kali Primaries.

Hawkes, Gail. 1996. “The Specialness of Sex”. In Sociology and Social Change. Great Britain:
Open University Press, pp 5-16 (Course package).

Johnson, Alan.1997. “Ideology, Myth, and Magic: Femininity, Masculinity and Gender Roles”. In
The Gender Knot. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, pp 53 -74. (Course package.)

Nielsen, Joyce. 1990. Sex and Gender in Society Waveland Press: Illinois.

Weeks, Jeffrey. 1995. “The Language of Sex.” In Sexuality New York: Routledge, pp 19-36
(Course package.)

Young, Kate. 1999. “The Social Relations of Gender”. In Mohammed, Patricia and Catherine
Shepherd (editors) Gender in Caribbean Development The Press: Mona, UWI. (reprint)
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Sessions Two and Three (Weeks beginning June 01 and June 08, respectively)
Theorising Sexuality: The Construction of Sexuality and Gender
By the end of the two sessions you should be able to:
- explore and understand the processes by which heterosexuality has become the
normative sexuality
- understand the mechanics of power that are embedded in sexuality
- recognise sexuality as a defining characteristic of everyday life for men and
women.

Readings:
De Beauvoir, Simone. 1949. The Second Sex.

Brandes, Stanley. 1996. “ Male Sexual Ideology in an Andalusian Town” in Sherry Ortner and
Harriet Whitehead (eds) Sexual Meanings. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. pp.216 -239
(Course package).

Brown, Janet.1995.”Why Man Stay So, Why Woman Stay So0?”: Findings of the Gender
Socialisation Project in the Caribbean. WAND Occasional Paper.

Bush, Barbara. 1990. “Hot Constitution Bodies: Black Women, Power and Sexuality” in Slave
Women In the Caribbean. Kingston: lan Randle Publishers. Pp 110-119.

Carby, Hazel V. “Body Lines and Color Lines”. In Race Men. London: Harvard University Press.
Chapter 4.

Clarke, Richard, L. 2002. “Androgyny and Miscegenation in The Crying Game: The Case for A
Performative Model of Gender and Race. In Mohammed, Patricia (ed) Gendered Realities.
Kingston: The UWI Press and CGDS Mona. pp 297-313.

Foucault, Michel. 1980. A History of Sexuality. Volume One. New York: Random House.
(Course package).

Holland, Janet, Ramazanoglu, Sue Thorpe and Rachel Thomas.1994. “Power and Desire: The
Embodiment of Female Sexuality”. In Feminist Review, N0.46, Spring.

Nanda, Serena. 1997. “Neither Man Nor Woman: The Hijras of India.” In Brettel, Caroline and
Sargeant, Carolyn (ed) Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. Pp198-
201.

Red Thread Women’s Development Programme. 1999. “Givin Lil’ Bit Fuh Lil’ Bit: Women and
Sex Work in Guyana. In Kempadoo, Kamala (ed) Sun, Sex and Gold. Boulder: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers.

Tutorial Activity for the Week Beginning June 01

How to Interpret Questions and Write Responses.
Clarification of Concepts.
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Tutorial Activity for the Week Beginning June 08

EITHER

Select one of the How to Keep Your Man quizzes or articles from a popular magazine e.g.
Cosmopolitan, Ebony etc. which relate to female and male sexuality, and discuss the issues of
sexuality, power etc which are brought out in the article or quiz.

OR
Identify a list of words used to describe male and female sexuality. For each word you identify, -
give its etymology, its popular interpretations and what this says about male and female sexuality.

Session Four (Week beginning June 08)

The Lord of the Rings: Theorising and Understanding the Construction of
Masculinity

By the end of the session you should be able to:

- critically evaluate the system of patriarchy as both a benefit and a hindrance in
the construction of male identity

- understand how various social, political and economic institutions assist in the
development of particular definitions and understandings of masculinities

- distinguish between subordinate and hegemonic masculinities

- understand how these definitions of masculinity impact on relationships between
the sexes.

Readings:

Chevannes, Barry. 1997. What We Sow and What We Reap. Problems in the Cultivation of Male
Identity in Jamaica. Kingston: The Grace Kennedy Foundation Lecture Series.

Gilmore, David. 1993. The Manhood Puzzle. In Brettel, Caroline and Sargeant, Caroline (eds)
Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspectives. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. Pp185 -197 (Course package).

Johnson, Alan. 1997. The Gender Knot. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Kimmel, Michael. 1996. “Masculinity as Homophobia: fear, Shame and Silence in the
Construction of Gender Identity.” Paper presented at the St. Augustine CGDS symposium - The
Construction of Caribbean Masculinity: Towards a Research Agenda.

Lewis, Linden. 1994. “Constructing the Masculine in the context of the Caribbean.” Paper
presented to the 19" Annual Caribbean Studies Conference, Mexico.

Majors, Richard and Janet Bilsun. 1992. Cool Pose: the Dilemmas of Black Manhood in America.
USA: Touchstone Press. pp 1-26 ( Course packet)

Nurse, Keith. 2004 “Masculinities In Transition: Gender and Global Problematique”. In Rhoda
Reddock (ed) Interrogating Caribbean Masculinities. Kingston: UWI Press. pp 3- 37

Ramchand, Kenneth. 2004. “Calling All Dragons: the Crumbling of Caribbean
Masculinity”._Interrogating Caribbean Masculinties. Kingston: UWI Press pp 309-325.
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Sessions Five and Six (Week beginning June, 15.)
Bodies: Grammars and Cartographies

By the end of the session you should be able to:
- understand how our ideas about the male body and the female body are
heavily influenced by the societies in which we live
- identify and explore the factors that control and reproduce interpretations and
expectations of human bodies
- analyse how these expectations are reinforced and /or challenged in
contemporary popular culture
Readings:
Allen, Caroline. 1998. “Caribbean Bodies: Representation and Practice” in Barrow, Christine (ed)
Caribbean Portraits. Kingston: lan Randle Publishers. Pp 276 -293.

Bordo, Susan. 1999. The Male Body. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Pp 15 — 104,

Castello, June. 2004 * Shake that ‘Booty’ in Jesus’ Name: The Possibilities of a Liberation
Theology of the Body for the Body of Christ in Jamaica.” In Bailey, Barbara and Leo-Rhynie,
Elsa (eds) Gender in the 21* Century. Kingston: lan Randle Publishers. Pp 281 -300 (Course
package).

Cooper, Carolyn. 1993. Noises in the Blood. London: Macmillan. Chapters 1 and 8.

Rowley, Michelle. 2000. “Reconceptualising Voice: the Role of Matrifocality in Shaping
Theories and Caribbean Voices.” In Mohammed, Patricia (ed). Gendered Realities. Kingston: lan
Randle and CGDS Mona. (Course package).

Tutorial Activity for Week beginning 2009, June 15

Watch any television show/movie which confronts issues affecting men e.g. Philadelphia,
Braveheart, The Lord of the Rings, Saving Private Ryan, Brokeback Mountain, and critically
assess and evaluate the definitions and expressions of masculinity which are portrayed, situating
your answer within the relevant theoretical framework.

Session Six (Week beginning June 22)
The Family and Social Ordering
By the end of the session you should be able to:
- define what is meant by the term “family’ and identify the different types of
family structures
- explore and identify ways in which the family is organised to reproduce unequal
social relations of gender
- explore and analyse popular understandings of the family especially those that
relate to “the male breadwinner”; “my mother who fathered me” and
“marginalisation of the black male”.
- explore the limits of empowerment for men and women.

Readings:

Barriteau, V. Eudine. 2000. “Examining Issues of Male Marginalisation and Masculinity in the
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Caribbean: Policy Implications”. Working Paper No. 4. Cave Hill: University of the West Indies.

. “Liberal Ideology and Contradictions in Caribbean Gender Systems”. In Barrow,
Christine (ed) Caribbean Portraits. Kingston: lan Randle and CGDS.

Downes, Aviston. 2003. “Gender and Elementary teaching Service in Barbados, 1880 -1960: A
Re-Examination of the Feminization and Marginalization of the Black Male Theses.” In Eudine
Barriteau (ed) Confronting Power, Theorizing Gender. Kingston:UWI Press pp 303 -323

Lazarus-Black, Mindie.2001 ‘My Mother Never Fathered Me: Rethinking Kinship and the
Governing of Families’. In Christine Barrow and Rhoda Reddock (ed) Caribbean Sociology:
Introductory Readings. Kingston: lan Randle Publishers pp389 — 402. (Course package)

Leo-Rhynie, Elsa. “The UWI Glass Ceiling: Splinters Cracks and Scratches”. The 2008 Lucille
Mathurin Mair Public Lecture. The Centre for Gender and Development Studies, UWI.

Lindsey, Keisha 2002. “Is the Caribbean Male and Endangered Species?” In Mohammed, Patricia
(ed.) Gendered Realities: Essays in Caribbean Feminist Thought Kingston: The UWI Press and
CGDS Mona, pp. 56- 79.

Momsen, Janet. 2002. “The Double Paradox” In Mohammed, Patricia (ed.) Gendered Realities:
Essays in Caribbean Feminist Thought Kingston: The UWI Press and CGDS Mona, pp. 44-52

Nielsen, Joyce. 1990 Sex and Gender in Society Waveland Press: Illinois.

Prior, Marsha. 1993. Matrifocality, Power and Gender Relations in Jamaica. In Brettel, Caroline
and Sargeant, Caroline (eds) Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspectives. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Pp
329-337 (Course package).

Tutorial Activity for Week beginning 2009, June 22
Conduct a critical review of any aspect of popular culture and analyse the ways in which the
notion of the natural attraction of opposites in gendered relations is played out.

Session Seven and Eight (Weeks beginning June 22 and June 29, respectively.)
Looking Back in Time: Sex and Gender in the History of Caribbean Society
By the end of the sessions you should be able to:

- evaluate how colonisation, slavery and indentureship impacted on gender
relations in the Caribbean

- identify the agents/institutions/beliefs/ideologies which shaped the development
of masculinity and femininity in the history of the Caribbean

- identify the agents/institutions/ beliefs/ideologies which shaped the development
of masculinity and femininity in industrial societies

- assess these changes based on race, ethnicity and class

Readings:

Beckles, Hilary.1999. Centering Woman Kingston: lan Randle Publishers.
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Beckles, Hilary. 1998. "Freeing Slavery: Gender Paradigms in the Social History of Caribbean
Slavery". The Elsa Goveia Memorial Lecture Kingston: Department of History, UWI.

Brereton, Bridget. 1999. "Family Strategies, Gender and the Shift to Wage Labour in the British
Caribbean". In The Colonial Caribbean in Transition. Bridget Brereton and Kevin A. Yelvington
(eds). Kingston: The Press, UWI.

Goodridge, Richard. 2003 “ How Our lives Would Be Affected By the Custom Of Having
Several Wives: The Intersection between African History and Gender Studies in the Caribbean.”
In (ed) Eudine Barriteau Confronting Power, Theorizing Gender. Kingston: UWI Press pp 126-
141

Mohammed, Patricia. 1995. “Writing Gender into History: the Negotiation of Gender Relations
Among Indian Men and Women in Post-Indenture Trinidad Society, 1917 — 47. Engendering

History. 20-47

Nielsen, Joyce McCarl. 1990. Sex and Gender in Society Illinois: Waveland Press, Inc. Chapter 3.

Session Eight (Week beginning June 29)
Gender, Power and Social Control
By the end of the session you should be able to:

- assess the impact of post-colonial ideology on theories of social control

- understand how values and perceptions about masculinity, femininity and gender
identity have been influenced by post-colonial theories

- understand the ways in which matrices of power produce particular performances
and expressions of masculinity and femininity

Readings:
Barriteau, Eudine. 2003. “Theorising the Shift From “Woman” to “Gender” in Caribbean

Feminist Discourse: The Power Relations of Creating Knowledge. In Barriteau, Eudine (ed)
Confronting Power, Theorising Gender. Kingston: University of the West Indies Press. Pp27-45.

Carbado, Devon. 1999 “The Construction of O.J Simpson as a Racial Victim.” In Devon Carbado
(ed) Black Men on Race, Gender and Sexuality. New York: New York University Press ppl159-
193

McClintock, Anne. 1995. * Introduction: Post —colonialism and the Angel of Progress”. In
Imperial Leather. London:Routledge. ppl -17

McClintock, Anne. 1995.” The Lay of the Land :Genealogies of Imperialism.” In Imperial
Leather. London:Routledge. pp 21-74 (Course package).

Miller, Errol. 1991. Men at Risk. Kingston: Jamaica Publishing House.

Miller, Errol. 1986. The Marginalisation of the Black Male: Insights from the Development of the
Teaching Profession. Kingston: ISER.

Mohammed, Patricia. 1998. “Towards Indigenous Feminist Theorizing in the Caribbean.” In
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Feminist Review No. 59 Rethinking Caribbean Difference. Patricia Mohammed (ed).

Young, Robert J.C. 2003. Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Tutorial Activity for Week beginning 2009, June 29

Conduct an examination of the way in which two people from a named Caribbean territory
understand and construct their bodies. What are the gender ideologies that influence their
understandings of their bodies? The examination must take into account any variations in
understandings and constructions across race/ethnic divides. ( N.B. This activity requires you to
actually interview the persons. They may, however, remain anonymous in the presentation.)

Session Nine (Week beginning July 06)
Gender and Development
Holding Up Half the Sky Without A Forklift
By the end of the session you should be able to:
- understand the various meanings ascribed to development
- analyse the way in which women have been “added and stirred” into
development plans.
Readings:
Antrobus,Peggy. 1997.”Women and Planning: the Need for An Alternative Analysis”. In Leo-
Rhynie, Bailey and Barrow(eds). In Gender: A Caribbean Multi- Disciplinary Perspective.
Kingston: lan Randle. Pp 38 -55

Charlton, Sue. 1997. “Development as History and Process”. In Visvanathan, Duggan, Nisonoff
and Wiegersma (eds) The Women Gender and Development Reader. London: Zed Books Ltd. pp
7-13.

Denis, Ann.2003. “Theorising the Gendered Analysis of Work in the Commonwealth Caribbean.”
In Eudine Barriteau (ed) Confronting Power, Theorizing Gender. Kingston:UWI Press pp 262 -
283

Girvan, Norman. 1991. “Notes on the Meaning and Significance of Development.” In
Mohammed and Shepherd (eds) Gender in Caribbean Development. Jamaica: Canoe Press UWI.
pp 13- 22

George, June. 1997. “The Inter-play of Conventional Science and Traditional Knowledge in the
Life of a Rural Woman in Trinidad.” In Leo-Rhynie, Bailey and Barrow (eds). Gender: A
Caribbean Multi- Disciplinary Perspective. Kingston: lan Randle. Pp 277-299

Kandiyotti, Deniz. 1997. “Bargaining with Patriarchy”. In Visvanathan, Duggan, Nisonoff and
Wiegersma (eds) The Women Gender and Development Reader. London: Zed Books Ltd. pp 86-
92.

Rowley, Michelle. 2003.” A Feminist’s Oxymoron: Globally Gender-Conscious Development.”
In Eudine Barriteau (ed) Confronting Power, Theorizing Gender. Kingston:UW!I Press. pp 75 -97
(Course package).
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Tutorial Activity for Week beginning 2009, July 06
Write a letter to the editor of a regional daily newspaper and:
i defend improvements in the social relations of gender in a named Caribbean country
in the post-emancipation era
ii. interrogate the popular notion of Caribbean men as being psychically defeated and
socially at risk.

Session 10 (Week beginning July 06)
The Cycle Never Ends: Men, Women and Violence
By the end of this session you should be able to:

- understand how violence affects the relationships between men and women
- understand the issues of power and social control which shape gender relations
through violent behaviour
- understand how social phenomena influence violent behaviour
- assess the impact of violence on the definitions of masculinity and femininity and
the relationship between the sexes.
Readings:

Branche, Clement. “Boys in Conflict: Community, Gender Identity and Sex”.Paper presented at
Workshop on Family and Quality of Gender Relations at the University of the West Indies Mona,
March 5-6 1997.

Clarke, Roberta. 1997. “Combatting Violence Against Women in the Caribbean” In Brasileiro
Ana Maria (ed.) Women Against Violence Breaking the Silence New York: UNIFEM, pp. 51-62.

Kimmel, Michael. 2000. “The Gender of Violence.” In The Gendered Society. London: Oxford
University Press, pp. 242-263.

Ortiz, Marcella. 1997. “Violence Against Women: A Regional Crisis” In Brasileiro Ana Maria
(ed.) Women Against Violence Breaking the Silence New York: UNIFEM, pp. 16-27.

Pargass, Gaietry and Roberta Clarke. 2003. “Violence against Women: A Human Rights Issues”
In Tang Nain, Gemma and Barbara Bailey (eds.) Gender Equality in the Caribbean Reality or
Illusion Kingston: lan Randle Publishers, pp. 39-70.

Rogow, Debbie. 1996. “Listening to Boys: A Talk with ECOS Staff” In Zeidenstein Sondra and
Kirsten Moore (eds.) Sexuality: A Practical Beginning The Population Council International
Women’s Health Coalition: New York.

Sessions 11 (Week beginning July 13)
Synthesising Exercise

Tutorial Activity for Week beginning 2009, July 13
Either
Conduct interviews with two families from different socio-economic and racial backgrounds. In
your interviews in each case you should ascertain:
- how the relations of power are negotiated within the family structure
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Or

- how the family structure and the ways in which the family carries out its
functions conform to or fail to conform to the dominant family ideology

- what all of this tells us about the family’s ability to endorse or disrupt social
ordering.

Case Studies on Development to be presented.

Coursework Essay Topics.
Write approximately 2,500 words on one of the following:

1.

Discuss the ways in which explanations of sexuality and its origins shape understandings
and performances of masculinity and femininity in a named Caribbean territory.

Illustrate how we take the human body — male and female — and construct it into different
forms and shapes, and clothe it in different ways, all of which have different meanings in
society for sexuality and gender which change over time. You must not only demonstrate
these expressions but explain their derivation, sexual meanings, and the significance
they bear for the society to which they relate. You are welcome to use different modes of
expression in your answer: an essay, an illustrated letter to someone in another society,
write in verse or dub poetry or use photographs or images from magazines etc. as support
material as long as the presentation answers the question fully.

Foucault’s The History of Sexuality has been acclaimed as a groundbreaking and
foundational explanation for the way in which sex and sexuality are socially constructed
and intrinsically a part of social institutions and state policy. Provide a critical evaluation
of the ideas raised in Volume I of this book and say to what extent these have been useful
in the following ways:
i. providing a basis for subsequent theoretical explanations
of sexuality
ii. understanding the ubiquitous nature of sexuality in a named contemporary
society and
iii. challenging or reinforcing your own conceptual framework of sexuality.

It has been argued by some that men are in crisis. Using a named Caribbean territory as
your point of reference:
i discuss the relevance and accuracy of this argument
ii. submit three recommendations (with accompanying justification) of
strategies that can be adopted to improve the situation of men in the selected
territory.
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