Biography

Victor Stafford Reid was born on May 1, 1913, in Kingston,
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TN " Jamaica, to Alexander and Margaret Reid. Victor, his two brothers

and one sister grew up in Kingston where they attended school.

3 —— He was educated at Central Branch Primary

and the Kingston Technical High School.
Y ', During his early life, Reid was employed in various positions. He also
traveled to several countries. He worked as a farm overseer, a news-

BN ™ . paper reporter, advertising executive, and journalist and at different

icRi and Theodore Sealy off to Barbados, 1949
(BWIA Prop Plane)

times edited the weekly newspaper Public Opinion and
the news magazine Spotlight. In addition, he held several
posts in the

Jamaican Government. These included serving as Chair-

man of the Jamaica National Trust Commission (1974-
1981) and a trustee of the Historic Foundation Research Centre (1980).

[n 1935, he married Victoria Monica Jacobs. The marriage produced
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e, four children, Shirley, Vic Jr., Sonia and Peter.
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P i , His extensive travels helped to shape his passion of writing. One of his

o+ grEatest influences was his exposure to Anancy stories and other folk
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les of which he heard from several story-tellers, but particularly

from his mother.
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“tion and inspiration. He made Jamaica, its history and its peo-

ple the focus of his works; several, of which have become
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Who was Victor Stafford Reid

Victor Stafford Reid (Vic Reid) was one of a handful of writers to emerge from the new
literary and nationalist movement that seized Jamaican sentiment in the period of the
late 1930s. Critics have stated that his work is the earliest statement of the discovery of
a West Indian consciousness. As a result, it acted as a catalyst for the emergence of a
new school of Jamaican and West Indian writers among them Roger Mais, George
Campbell and M.G. Smith. This was recognized by N.W. Manley who spoke of the link
between literary work and political struggle

The new birth in Jamaica in 1938 did many things, but one thing stands out like a
bright light ... Our best young men plunged deep into the lives of the people and came
up with poems, paintings and powerful books...” (Griffiths IT1).

Reid wrote with the intent of influencing Jamaican national pride especially among the

younger generations. He was awarded the silver and gold Musgrave Medals (1955 and

1978), the Order of Jamaica (1980) and the Norman Manley Award for Excellence in Lit-

erature in 1981. He was the author of eight novels, three of which were written speciti-

cally for children; plays, and several short stories. Three of his most notable works are

*figtnst West Indian novel to be written t in Jamaican dialect, 7he Leopard
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ashmgton Manley the Horses of the Morning.
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Vic Reid age 34, with youngest daughter Fran



Victor— The Writer

Throughout his career, Vic Reid wrote with the goal of helping Jamaicans - particularly
young Jamaicans - to know themselves through an awareness of their history and culture
to help them to develop a sense of pride. Even today as we celebrate his centenary, Reid’s
work is still influential and has been appreciated both locally and internationally.

The Literary themes portrayed in Reid’s writing focuses on the tfreedom of black culture
and describe the struggles of black people. His works focus primarily on the history,
hopes, and powers of the Jamaican people. Through his writing, Reid wanted to break
apart the "distortions of history" portrayed by the foreign press, which described Jamaican
radicals as criminals. His work was designed not only to record experiences but also to

renew his countrymen’s awareness of their own unique identity.
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Victor— The Writer (continued)

Mervyn Morris describes New Day as “a dialect work with a sense of national mission,
part and parcel of a period of national awakening in the arts as in politics” (Gritfiths
113).

Reid’s second novel was The Leopard. Set outside of Jamaica, it was motivated by the
need to give more balance to history as well as sheer anger. Reid stated that he was an-
ary because the Western press and writers were treating the Mau- Mau of Kenya as if
they weren’t human beings, as if they were sheer animals (Dance, 385).

The Leopard tocuses on the controversies of human nature with respect to the co-
existence of violence and hatred between Africans and Europeans. It highlights the halt
-Kikuyu, half -Masai boy, Nebu who hunts down and kills his white employer in the
forest of Kenya. Wounded, he is in turn hunted down by a Leopard. It is a case of the
hunter and the hunted. However what is significant about this book is that it marks a

shift from Reid’s earlier concerns of illustrating struggles in Jamaica to illustrating a

symboﬂ ic simi arity in Africa. In addition it was written so convincingly by someone

lmlg}{ eveals Reid’s intentions and his reason for writing - to have black peo-
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Victor— The Writer (continued)

The Young Warriors deals with the journey of tive Maroon boys who pass tests of skill
and endurance to become warriors in their village. When they go out hunting to cele-
brate, they suddenly discover that the forest is full of their enemies, the English Redcoat
soldiers. What follows is a daring attempt by two of the boys, Tommy and Johnny, to
seek aid from a neighboring Maroon band to prevent the Redcoats from learning Moun-
tain Top's location. In the encounter that follows, defeat seems certain but the young
warriors help to bring about a great victory.

Sixty-five is based on the true story of the Morant Bay Rebellion, a rebellion made by
the freed men of Jamaica, fighting against injustices such as poor wages and not being
able to purchase land. Along with Sixty —five and The Young Warriors he wrote Pe-
ter of Mount Ephraim which focuses on the Sam Sharp slave rebellion of 1831. The sig-
nificance of all three books is that they highlight the struggles that our forefathers went
through to gain freedom and independence.

Reid’s final work was a biography of the Jamaican National Hero and late Premier Nor-

ashington Manley, The Horses of the Morning (1985). It highlights the various
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includes several stories, collected in Fourteen Jamaican
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Accomplishments

Public Offices Held
Throughout his life Vic Reid had three main posts these include:

. 1961 - Adviser to the “Back to Africa Mission”
. 1969 - President, Jamaica Library Association
.1974-1981 — Chairman , Jamaica National Heritage Trust Commission

1980 — Chairman, Historic Foundation Research Centre
Honors and Awards

Vic Reid has received several honors, these include:

1955 - Silver Musgrave Medal in the Field of Literature
1958 and 1959 — The Non-resident Canada Fellowship
1959 — The Mexican Escritores Award

1960- A Guggenheim Fellowship

1978 — Gold Musgrave Medal in the field of Literature

1981 — Norman Manley Foundation Award for Excellence for
his contribution to Literature to Jamaica.

™ _ Works by Vic Reid
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| “ 1958 - The Leopard
7, 1960 - Sixty-Five
1967 — The Young Warriors
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1971 - Peter of Mount Ephraim

1976 — The Jamaicans

1983 — Nanny lown

1985 — Horses of the Morning
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Studies of Vic Reid’s Work
Davies, Barrie. “Neglected West Indian Writers. No.2. Vic Reid. The Leopard.” Wor

Literature Written in English 11. (November 1972): 83-85. Print.

Hurston, Zora Neale. “At the Sound of the Conch Shell.” New York Herald Tribune Week
Book Review. (March 20, 1949): 4. Print.

James, Louis. “Of Redcoats and Leopards: Two Novels by V.S. Reid. The Islands in Be-
tween: essays on West Indian Literature. Edited by Louis James. London” OUP,1968: 64-72.

Print.
Kinkead-Weekes, Mark. “Africa’- Two Caribbean Fictions.” 20" Century Studies. 10
(December 1973): 37-59. Print.

Lashley, Clitt. Towards a Critical Framework for Jamaican Literature: A Reading of the Fiction of
Victor Stafford Reid and other Jamaican Writers. Diss. The University of the West Indies Mo-
na, 1984. Print.

Morris, Mervyn. “Introduction.” The Leopard. London: Heinemann, 1958: vii-xvii. Print

7

orris, Mervyn. “Introduction.” New Day. London: Heinemann, 1973: [13p|. Print.
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‘ff;bor University of Michigan Press, 1960.

Essays. London: New Beacon, 1968. Print
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Introducing
the Vic Reid Collection

Provenance
The library received the collection as an unsolicited gift from Mr. Peter Reid, son of Vic

Reid. The material was brought from his home to the library. As far as can be ascertained

there are no other co.

ections or material existing.

Description

This collection is comprised of correspondence, manuscripts, essays, photographs, his-
torical data, newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, brochures, newsletters, magazines, pam-
phlets, scripts of radio broadcasts, film outlines and screen plays, remarks, diary entries
and diaries used as note book. In addition it contains research materials from 1947-1987
especially those relating to Norman Manley’ biography Horses of the Morning. The col-

. These papers document his career as a

leetlﬁn als

ht into his literary and business activities and publications. Of
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The Collection (continued)

Significance

This collection provides first hand information on Vic Reid’s literary activities, as a writ-
er, as well as one of the founding fathers of Caribbean literary tradition. Reid typities the
emerging intellectual classes which came to light in the 1930’s and led the nationalist

movement for self government and independence.

His involvement in both Public Opinion and Spotlight are illustrative of the birth of na-
tional publication. As a writer of some of the first juvenile literature, Reid’s collection
provides a historical look at the birth of this genre in the Caribbean. Reid was an
“engaging author” whose mission was not just entertainment but also education. Literary
researchers should find his collection illustrative of the activist authors who he preceded
and who have recognized his contribution to the birth of West Indian literature. The col-

lection provides insight into the history of Jamaica and its culture particularly the 1930’s

- a time of political ferment in the country. Its source of materials for the Manley biog-
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