Endometriosis

This refers to ectopic foci of endometrial tissue, i.e. glands and  stroma, which tend to occur most frequently in the fallopian tubes, ovaries, pelvic peritoneum and umbilicus (uncommonly far flung sites like lymph nodes and lung can be involved). 
These foci bleed, like normal endometrium would do, and this may result in haemorrhagic and fibrotic masses, which  may organize leading to adhesions between pelvic structures and to distortion of the fallopian tubes.  Complications of tubal endometriosis include pain, infertility and ectopic pregnancy.

The aetiological theories of endometriosis include:

a) Regurgitation or backward menstrual flow via the fallopian tubes with subsequent implantation

b) Metaplasia of the peritoneum (coelomic epithelium) with endometrial differentiation.

c) Vascular dissemination (blood or lymphatic) with extrapelvic implantation.

Pictures of endometriosis, clinical and pathology
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