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INTRODUCTION ABOUT COUNTRY 

• Jamaica is the largest English speaking  island in the Caribbean  with 

an approximate population of 2,682,100. Its’ approximately  2000 

square miles of tropical climate, has a highest peak of 2,256m above 

sea level, with most major towns and cities located on the coast thus 

making them prone the effects of hurricanes. Its’ economy is pre-

dominantly service driven with the major sectors being bauxite, 

tourism, agriculture and manufacturing. 

 

• Jamaica has introduced music like ska, rock steady and reggae to 

the world through great musicians like Bob Marley and Jimmy Cliff. 

Sport loving Jamaicans have left their mark at the Olympics, World 

Championship and the Soccer World Cup.  

 

• Jamaica continues to expose the world to its’ unique tasting Blue 

Mountain Coffee, and the exploits of the world’s fastest man  

    (Usain Bolt).  



CLIMATE DATA HISTORY 

• Climate data collection began in Jamaica 

in the 1880s and has continued to present, 
with many changes. The sugar plantations 
have been responsible for most of climate 
data collection to date and recent 
happenings have resulted in data gaps. 

Precipitation has the longest record , 
followed by temperature, sunshine and 
wind.  



VARIABLES COLLECTED 

Temperature 

Relative Humidity 

 

Cloud Cover 

Precipitation 

Wind (Speed, 
direction, run) 

Evaporation 

Atm. Pressure 

Upper air data 

Solar Radiation 



CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED 

• Accumulation of rainfall data due to inability to access station 

during extreme weather events. 

 

• High maintenance costs which sometimes result in prolonged 

down time of station. 

 

• Sensors developed for automated stations go bad sometimes 

or don’t work properly (possibly because they were 

developed for different climatic conditions). 

 

• Loss of stations through theft, death of observer or change in 

management of companies. 



INFRASTRUCTURAL CHANGES 

• Introduction of more automatic 

weather station to reduce problems 

with manual stations and also to  have 

real time data. 

 

• Establish a database to better manage 

incoming/outgoing data.  
 


