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1992 

 Fire  in 1992 

 

 Destroyed most of daily records which 
were in hard copy format 

 

 Internal Backup was not properly 
structured at the time 

 

 Data rescue was necessary 



1992-1995 

 First attempt was by Data acquisition to retrieve historical 
data from persons/companies currently collecting data. E.g. 
sugar estates, private personnel 

 

 Some data was rescued from microfiche Tapes but 
technology and cost have prevented the office from accessing 
the data   

 

 Data rescue was also attempted by going to persons who 
received data monthly from the Met Office-not very 
successful. 

 

 Data rescue was also done from the ‘charred’ remains of 
paper records which could still be deciphered. Pictures were 
taken of the papers. 

 

 



1995-2001 

 Daily  data was also entered in CLICOM which was the 

database in use at the time. 

 

 

 This system crashed and the data entered has still not 

been recovered. 



Data Gaps 
 Historically Public Works Dept. was responsible for a very large 

number of stations across the island. Changes to structure and 
management resulted in the loss of some of these collection areas. 

 

 Most of the data was manually collected and this can create gaps in the 
datasets for e.g. accumulation of rainfall due to inability to access 
station in extreme events. 

 

 Divestment of the sugar industry in 2008 also reduced the number of 
stations across several parishes. 

 

 Maintenance of equipment (cost and replacement of instrument) also 
contributed to data loss. 

 

 Death of observers with reliable replacements being very difficult to 
find 
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Current Practice 

 Daily data is entered in rainfall sheets routinely as well as CL1,CL2, 

CL6 and CL4 forms and the hard copy is still kept. 

 

 Routine backup of data is done and sent offsite. 

 

 Data is also sent to some institutions including CIMH, UWI CSGM. 

 

 Climat Surface data collected at the two Int’l airports is sent 

monthly to National Climatic Data Center in Asheville. 

 

 Clidata which is the current Database system is now being 

populated with all collected meteorological data. 



Collaboration 

 Large volume of data which needs to be put into 

electronic format (current and historical) 

 

  Collaboration with private entities were sought to 

assist in this process. 



Problem 

 Determining climatological changes, developing means, 
modeling, return periods and other analyses requires 
long term data. 

 

 Monthly historical data dating back to 1900s is available 
for rainfall but the data usually required is daily.  

 

 Only a few stations have historical data for other 
parameters e.g. Worthy Park in St. Catherine 

 

 Daily records for larger number of stations begin in the 
period 1992-1996. 

 



Data Rescue 

 Caribbean Agro-Meteorological Initiative (CAMI) begun 
data rescue efforts in ten Caribbean countries including 

Jamaica. 

 

  CDB project in the Caribbean then sought to rescue 

data in all the Caribbean countries – CIMH was 
responsible for the assignment of personnel for 
collection. 

 

 Daily rainfall data has been retrieved for two stations; 
Sutton and Tulloch, this data dates back to 1940s and 
1900s respectively. 



Looking ahead 

 Data rescue will continue but due to human 

resource issues the entry and quality control is 

not a quick process. 

 

 Aim is to recover historical data for at least one 

station for the smaller parishes and two for the 

larger parishes. 

 

 

 

 

 



PARTNERSHIPS 

 European Union Banana Support 

Project/RADA 

 Climate Studies Group- UWI Mona 

 NEPA 

 Coconut Industry Board 

 CEAC Solutions 

 Chinese Government 

 IADB-PPCR 

 

 



Lessons learnt 

 Rebuilding of datasets for various parameters is slow 

but sure. 

 

 Lessons have been learnt from the setbacks 

 

 Better procedures have been put in place to prevent 

reoccurrence. 

 

 We still invite persons who may have daily historical 

data for even one station to contact the Met Office so 

that it can be captured. 

 




