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o — S ~ - TN e The Newsletter is published once per month
r and prévides tips for improving teaching and

Gettlng St“dents tO dO the ASSlgned learning in higher education. It is available
Readlngs . online (http://myspot.mona.uwiicdu/idu/) as

well as in the office of the IDU.

o If you have an area that you would like to
explore using this medium, do not hesitate to
contact us at the IDU.
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i/be used in university and college classroom to |
Y encourage students to do assigned readings. This
i approach requires that the classroom teacher compiles a

students. The readings in .each collection might be
’! L . e &/
i centrally linked to the topic but it could also present |

availabihty of online quizzes. The use of the quiz to ﬁnd o *‘
7 out about the completlon of ass1gned readlngs is how- f%j

v and lively discussion of the subject matter content
{ covered in the assigned reading and hence its benefits in |
M this regard are seen as minimal.
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properly. After they have discussed the readings in their
il groups, they are expected to brief the large class about

Approaches to getting the readings done
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% There are many approaches that might be used to get the
reading done. Some of these include designing the
¥ course so that students have to do readings to pass, |
u setting assignments requiring that readings are done in
M depth and not merely superficially and structuring the &
i assignments in ways that call for students to do the
g readings in order to get passing grades.
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It might be necessary to establish a learning contract at
1 the beginning of the semester and ensure that students |/ :
read assigned material before class. In thls learnlng o

N reading as a part of their commitment to strive to engage ;;:
in deep learnln and do Well in the course.
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Coffman Strategies to get
students doing the reading

V/4
Your students can prepare questions on the reading and _write their®

answers to these before coming to class. In fact, this might bex
incorporated into a worksheet. Encourage your students to always
approach the text with questions.

V/4

3 Coffman (2009) in The Teaching
8 Professor, offered nine strategies that are recom- §

Use the textbook in class

Ask students to take the textbook to class and use it from time to time.
You might want to call attention to a graphic or a paragraph that under-
scores a point being made in a lesson you are teaching. It might be
necessary to use the book to encourage more participation. This might be
accomplished by asking for explanations of some of the assigned
reading.
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Empo.wer students to ask meaningful zﬁ,;iéxi.éé_i
Questions about the text

Z

V/4
s overviews and 1ncorporat1ng notes in penc11 in the 2

The Students you teach can be taught to ask specialized questions about
the material that they are reading. The use of the five “‘w’s” and one

“h”. So they must ask questions beginning with “who, What, why, where, §
when and how.”

Y/

< Using supplemental'material
% connected with the text A

Help your students to locate supplemezly{l
material connected with the text for instance,
websites, online study guides, an audio version of

Before the exam

Prepare your students for the exam by ¢
explaining how it will be structured and 3
the type of questions that will be seen
on the paper. Further, let them know
about the percentage of questions that
will come from the textbook and offer
past paper questions or sample questions. You might want to explore
with the students, the different types of questions for instance, the literal,

the inferential and the application question.

to help them locate other onhne resources. Ensure ,’
that they can use those resources to support their

learning.
Vocabulary extension

Explain to your students the
1mp0rtance of knowing the
specialized vocabulary
associated with the subject Qm (
matter content to be covered _ semon g
in your course. Identify some of this specialized - )
vocabulary and indicate how they might become
more familiar with the words and concepts. You - §
% might want to suggest to them the use of flash-
cards etc to get going with vocabulary work.

Developing reading skills of students who might be failing tests

%
or demonstrate need %

Create opportunities for the use of your office hours to help under-
graduates students to develop reasonable reading and processing skills.
This might be done by inviting students who did poorly on quizzes, tests
« or assignments to spend some time with you in your office. At this point

you will try to determine the level of the development of their reading
®» ® and processing skills. Provide tips for those who might have problems or
Identifying key ideas § { refer them to the relevant university authorities.
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Check out our publications at
< myspot.mona.uwi.edu/idu/publications
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~ Provide your students with'

tips about active reading.

These t1ps might include important strategies
such as making notes in the margins, underlin-
ing/highlighting important ideas and concepts,
making linkages, talking back to the text, using

3
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. & which features our monthly Teaching Tips, 2
2s Newsletters and Assessment Handbook. 5
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s Our website: myspot.mona.uwi.edu/idu Twitter: iduuwimona

post-it notes and rewriting important concepts ~ $ % Blog: http://idumona.blogspot.com/ Facebook: www.facebook.com/idumona

for relnforcemen ///// S Contact: 970-0376 extn 2341, 2730
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