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When Climate Becomes Health:
Lessons from the 31 Annual
Research Conference

Two weeks after Hurricane Melissa
altered the landscape and daily lives
of thousands across the island, the
Faculty of Medical Sciences (FMS)
hosted its 31" Annual Research
Conference, not in spite of the
devastation, but because of what it
revealed. Held on November 13, 2025
under the theme ‘Good Health and
Well-being in the Era of Climate
Change, the event unfolded at a
moment when its relevance could not
be clearer. Melissa’s historic strength
prompted brief consideration of
postponement, but the realities we
are now navigating underscored why
these discussions could not wait.

Session 1 opened with Dr. Jayaka
Campbell, whose presentation, ‘Why
Climate Change Matters to Health,
grounded the day in hard data. He
noted that while Melissa was
catastrophic, the warning signs of
climate change were already present,
from rising temperatures and the
fading ‘Christmas Breeze, to the fact
that Jamaica received a month’s worth
of rainfall on a single day during
October 2025. He highlighted
regional vulnerabilities and the
disproportionate impact borne by
low-income communities. Dr.
Roxanne Melbourne-Chambers
followed with an examination of the
rise and shifting patterns of infectious
diseases, drawing clear links between
climate variability and disease
transmission.

Session 2, led by Professor Leslie
Walwyn, Dr. Paula Henry, and, Dr.
Jasneth  Mullings, explored the
psychological effects of climate-
related disasters across the Caribbean.

In session 3, Dr. Theresa Rodrigues
Moodie, Jamaica Environment Trust
(JET), emphasized the inseparable
connection between environmental
conditions and community health. In
her presentation, ‘Protecting Health
Through Environmental Rights, she
highlighted examples such as mining-
related  respiratory  issues and
reinforced that “health is not created
in a doctor’s office but in the
environment in which people live.”

Health is not created
in a doctor’s office
butin the
environment in which

people live.

Presentations from the National
Environment and Planning Agency on
Sargassum inundation and ‘Red Tide,
followed by insights from Professor
Paul Brown, Dr. Darrion Walker, and
Professor Jean-Pierre Louboutin on
how climate change worsens existing
health conditions, reinforced how
deeply intertwined environmental
shifts and public health have become.
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31° Annual Research Conference — Feature (Cont’d)

Taken together, the day’s presentations revealed the breadth of health challenges
linked to a changing climate. Melissa has reminded us that climate change is not a
distant threat but a present reality shaping our health, our systems, and the
stability of our way of life. The insights shared throughout the conference made it
clear that research is no longer a support activity, it is the foundation on which
resilience must be built.

To continue to generate data leading to evidence-based strategies and innovation,
the Faculty of Medical Sciences requires sustained funding. Dean Plummer
emphasized this in his opening remarks, noting that the Faculty’s vision includes
the establishment of a sustainable Research Fund, a dedicated mechanism
designed to strengthen research output. As climate scientists, medical experts, and
community partners continue to collaborate, the FMS stands ready to deepen its
contribution, with the support needed to translate research into stronger, more
resilient health systems.
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The Conference also hosted a Research Competition showcasing research from across
the Faculty and the campuses. The best research presentation, overall, was awarded to
Gabrielle Campbell (CAIHR) for Abstract #9, “Associations between neighborhood
socioeconomic status and cardiovascular disease in adults 40 years and older in urban

The winners are listed below and readers are invited to explore the full list of abstracts

linked here.
Second Prize: Child & Adolescent Health Pathology Departmental
Cady Beharie (Basic Medical Departmental Prize: Prize:
Sciences) for Abstract #3 Raquel Dawkins, Abstract #16 Lowen Williams, Abstract #39
Honourable Mentions: Best MMBS Student Prize: Medicine Departmental
Best Abstract Winner: Rodeina Ferguson (SCMR - Liam Meade, Blessings Prize:
Gabrielle Campbell receiving Bahamas), Abstract #2 Oguneme, Shontell Murphy, Abstract #29
. . ) Kimoy Miller, Justin Preddie,
the first prize from Dean Mitchell Henry (SURRADIC - )
. Adrian Grant, Abstract #28
Plummer. Radiology), Abstract #47
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SMRC Annual Research Conference

The UWI School of Clinical Medicine and Research, The Bahamas,
hosted its 19th Annual Research Days Conference from October 22—
24, 2025, under the theme “Making The Bahamas Healthy Again:
Building on a Research Foundation.” Delivered in a hybrid format, the
event brought together local, regional, and international experts for
three days of presentations, workshops, and panel discussions.

Highlights included a memorable keynote address by Dr. Robin
Roberts, founding Chairman of the Research Committee and
originator of the Conference, and an engaging panel exploring
opportunities for prostate cancer care in The Bahamas. Participants
also benefitted from a hands-on Research Workshop led by Professor
Jennifer Knight-Madden, Caribbean Institute for Health Research
(CAIHR), which guided attendees through the process of designing
studies and managing data collection tools.

Across the remaining sessions, presenters delivered high-impact
research spanning cancer screening, machine learning in healthcare,
regional partnerships, legal awareness in medicine, and emerging
directions in clinical science. The conference concluded with the DM
Competition, recognizing outstanding work from postgraduate
students and recent graduates.

Heartfelt appreciation was extended to the planning committee,
sponsors, presenters, and supporters whose contributions ensured a
successful event. As preparations begin for the 20th Annual Research
Days Conference in 2026, the SCMR looks forward to expanding
partnerships and deepening engagement across the region.
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Dr. Robin Roberts delivering

Professor Jennifer Knight-Madde
the keynote speech.

CAIHR

: | B e
Epidemiologist and REDCap expert Mrs. Keri-Ann Blake leading a
hands-on data collection workshop.
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Programme
Coordinators/Directors

Continuing our spotlight on the leadership of
the FMS, let’s meet our Programme
Coordinators.
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Dr. Annette Crawford-Sykes

Director: Bachelor of Medicine
and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS)

Dr. Cameil Wilson-Clarke
Coordinator: Doctor of
Pharmacy (PharmD)

Dr. Carron Gordon

Coordinator: Bachelor of
Science Physical Therapy

Dr. Darrion Walker

Coordinator: Bachelor of
Science Radiological Sciences

Dr. Evrette Samuels-Bailey

Coordinator: Bachelor of
Nursing (BScN)

Dr. Marsha-Lyn McKoy

Coordinator: Bachelor of Basic
Medical Sciences (BBMedSc)

Dr.Thaon Jones

Director: Doctor of
Dental Surgery (DDS)
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FMS Making Moves — with Your Support

The FMS Research Fund

FMS aims to establish a dedicated sustainable research fund to the
tune of IMD$100 million to strengthen and stimulate the Faculty’s
research capacity and output.

The FMS Simulation Centre

A Simulation Centre will be established to enhance teaching and
promote experiential learning within the Faculty by integrating
cutting-edge technology to be used by students in all seven

programmes. DONATE NOW
Wishlist

Anatomage Table Call (876)-927-2556

The Faculty of Medical Sciences Museum

The FMS takes pleasure in announcing that its medical museum reopened
to the viewing public on June 1, 2025, after a period of hiatus. The
museum is the only one of its kind in Jamaica, featuring a collection that
includes paper resources such as newsletters and magazines, historical

and contemporary surgical equipment and tools, and most notably, a wide and diverse range of pathological
specimens.

Viewings may be arranged for specific audience groups or individuals with an interest in the medical sciences,
for whom the museum is truly a must-see.

Visitors are welcome to explore the museum, located on
the ground floor of the Faculty of Medical Sciences
Building.

Interested persons can contact the Curator:

Ms. Janel Goulbourne
janel.goulbourne02@uwimona.edu.jm.

Telephone (876)-927-2556 (ext. 8027) cell (876)-551-0467.

Email: medsci@uwimona.edu.jm (876) 9271680 Ext. 8000


mailto:medsci@uwimona.edu.jm
mailto:janel.goulbourne02@uwimona.edu.jm
mailto:janel.goulbourne02@uwimona.edu.jm

