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Responding Together,
Making a Difference

As the year drew to a close and we entered the
season marked by generosity, kindness and
reflection, the Faculty of Medical Sciences (FMS)
extended itself in ways that uplifted both the wider
Jamaican community and members of our own
student body. In the period following Hurricane

Melissa, the need for meaningful support became

especially clear, and the FMS family responded

through various initiatives.

Students, staff, faculty and alumni engaged in efforts
to assist affected communities across the island,
while also rallying to provide direct support to peers
facing challenges of their own. This issue highlights
some of the initiatives that reflect our ongoing

commitment to service, partnership and care.
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Leadership
on the
Frontlines

Faculty leadership played a pivotal role in the outreach response, working
alongside students and institutional partners to provide direct support where it
was most needed. Dr. Winston De la Haye led a team that included medical
students to Savanna-la-Mar General Public Hospital, where they rendered clinical

assistance in support of frontline staff.

Dean Joseph Plummer also visited Savanna-la-Mar General Public Hospital as
part of a collaborative effort between The University of the West Indies and the
University Hospital of the West Indies, where procedures were performed to help
relieve the strain on the medical team. In addition, Dr. Cameil Wilson-Clarke,
Programme Coordinator for the Doctor of Pharmacy programme, successfully
secured donations to provide much-needed assistance to students impacted by

the hurricane.

Dr. Winston De la Haye accompanied by metical

StUdent I m pa Ct: students, on a visit to Savanna-la=Mar General Pul

Em bodying the FMS Hospital, providing support during'Hurricane Me
. relief efforts. .

Ethos of Service 3 .

Guided by the ethos of care and outreach that defines the Faculty, students
across various groups undertook their own initiatives in response to the
hurricane. Some highlights include the Here For You initiative, led by the Mona
Medical Students’ Association (MMSA), which provided a needs-based system

Students coordindtjng a Faculty-wide donation d—rive\, : allowing students to safely indicate personal challenges arising from the
~resulting in the pr w of 203 ep%agesfor/\ <
families in rjgedtf,, e o

hurricane. Through this platform, MMSA facilitated peer support using student-
\ led resources and referred students to the appropriate University departments

when additional assistance was required.

Student outreach also extended to the wider Jamaican society. Working
collaboratively and coordinated through the FMS Guild Council, student
representatives advocated for and executed a unified Faculty-wide donation
drive. With the endorsement of the Deputy Dean of Teaching and Learning, Dr.
Annette Crawford-Sykes, 203 care packages containing food supplies, water,
hygiene items and clothing were prepared and distributed to families in need.
Students further contributed through hands-on service, with 145 medical

students participating in recovery efforts across Trelawny and Westmoreland in

collaboration with national partners.

Alumni Engagement and Support

The response to Hurricane Melissa also saw increased engagement from the alumni community, with discussions and efforts
underway to mobilize resources in support of relief initiatives. This engagement underscores the continued connection

between alumni and the Faculty, particularly during moments that call for collective action.

Together, these efforts reflect a Faculty deeply committed to service, responsiveness and care. Through leadership, student

initiative and alumni engagement, the FMS continues to demonstrate its dedication to meeting the needs of its community
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and the wider Jamaican society.
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Message from the PPDO

As We Move Forward

As we enter a new year, the months behind us invite reflection on what
truly sustains us. As the recovery process continues, many of us have been
reminded of the importance of home, community and kindness. Moments
of uncertainty have a way of clarifying what matters most and

reconnecting us to our core values.

The Faculty’s post-Melissa response has underscored how essential these
anchors are. Across the Faculty, efforts were guided by compassion,
intentional outreach and a commitment to connection. Support took
many forms, from practical resources to time, teamwork and presence,
reflecting a shared understanding that care extends beyond material

assistance.

Through these acts, we continue to embody the enduring spirit of The University of
the West Indies: unity, empathy and perseverance. As we move forward into the
year ahead, let us carry these values with us as we rebuild, grow and care for one

another.

Grounded in shared humanity and collaboration, may we remain mindful that when we stand together,

even in challenging times, hope continues to guide the way forward.

Continuing the Support
Psychological First Aid Training ‘

Staff and students are invited to register for a

. . . . - 4 NEW DAY 9

virtual Psychological First Aid (PFA) training. -y.&"-’ Network for Enhancing Wellness UNIVERSITY of

Delivered in partnership with the Network for ) " DisaSte“AﬁeftedYO”fh SOUTH FLORIDA
UWI Virtual Just-in-Time PFA:

Enhancing Wellness in Disaster-Affected Youth e . .
st Post Hurricane Melissa

Training presented by the Network for Enhancing Wellness in Disaster-Affected Youth
(NEW DAY) to USF Medicine International and special guests from The University of
West Indies

Trainers

(NEW DAY) and the University of South Florida, this
Just-in-Time training focuses on building practical
skills to support individuals and communities in the

aftermath of disaster.

University Staff

Dr. Robin Gurwitch Dr. Jami Furr
12:30- 4:30 pm NEWDAY Training Director NEW DAY Trainer
. : Professor Emeritus at Duke University School Florida International University
of Medicine Center for Children and Families
National Child Traumatic Stress Network National Child Traumatie Stress Network
Peer Support Providers & [Tee
Center for ppmp
Students FI" Children and Families N

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

9:00-11:00 am
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FMS Making Moves — with Your Support

SUPPORT OUR MAJOR INITIATIVES

Advancing Research & Innovation, Empowering Grow

The FMS Research Fund

FMS aims to establish a dedicated sustainable research fund to the
tune of JMD$100 million to strengthen and stimulate the Faculty’s
research capacity and output.

The FMS Simulation Centre

A Simulation Centre will be established to enhance teaching and
promote experiential learning within the Faculty by integrating

cutting-edge technology to be used by students in all seven
Programmes. DONATE NOW
Wishlist

Anatomage Table Call (876)-927-2556

UWISTAR SHORT COURSE

PHYSICIAN QUALIFICATION &
READINESS COURSE

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

“@:-DIDY0U

KNOW? UWISTAR Short

Courses 3 MONTHS

OMLINE & FACE TO FACE
MONS-THURS - 4PH-5:30PM
(INTERACTIVE LECTURERS, MCQs PLUS WEEKEND PRACTICALS)

COHORT 1 COHORT 2
JAN-MARCH 202& JUNE-AUGUST 2024

The Faculty of Medical Sciences, through the UWI Short-Term
Advancement Resource Centre (UWISTAR), is now offering a
Physician Qualification and Readiness Short Course designed SA$280,000
to support candidates preparing for the CAMC examinations. i o | or

The three-month programme combines online and face-to- ki
face instruction, with interactive lectures, MCQs and practical
sessions delivered by experienced faculty at UWI, Mona. The

course will be offered in two cohorts beginning in January and

June 2026.
Dean's Office, FMS Commmuh more details
UWI Mona medsci@uwimona.edujm

Thank you for reading the FMS Newsletter.
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