\
WEST
INDIAN
MEDICAL

JOURNAL

Su|pp|em|ent

Vol 7|1 (Suppl 1): 1—|71

April 25-27, 2024

ISSN| 2309-5830
WIMJAD

68™ Annual CARPHA Health Research Conference

VIOLENCE IN THE CARIBBEAN:
A Public Health Crisis

April 25-27, 2024

ROYALTON CONFERENCE CENTRE
Royalton Saint Lucia Resort, St Lucia

In-person Conference




EDITORIAL BOARD

Chairman
M Thame

Editor-in-Chief (Acting)
RJ Wilks

Associate Editors
P Adams

T Ferguson

DT Gilbert

G Hutchinson

R Pierre

Assistant Editors
MO Castillo-Rangel
J East

D Soares

H Trotman

Deans

M Thame

D Cohall

H Seetharaman

C Sin Quee Brown (Director, UWI School of Clinical Medicine
and Research

— The Bahamas)

Treasurer
C Parke-Thwaites

Editorial Board

T Alleyne

P Brown

C Christie-Samuels
N Duncan

T Jones

R Melbourne-Chambers
A Nicholson

J Plummer

C Rattray

T Richards

DT Simeon

MF Smikle

J St John (CARPHA)

S Weaver

Editorial Advisory Board
N Kissoon

M Lee

C Ogunsalu

A Ojo

D Oshi

M Samms-Vaughan

GR Serjeant

M Voutchkov

Past Editors

JL Stafford 1951-1955
JA Tulloch 19561960
D Gore 1961

CP Douglas 1962

D Gore 1963—1966

P Curzen 1967

RA Irvine 1967-1969
TVN Persaud 1970—1972
GAO Alleyne 1973-1975
V Persaud 1975—1995

D Raje 1995-1996

WN Gibbs 1996—1999
EN Barton 1999-2018

BUSINESS INFORMATION

Copyright: © West Indian Medical Journal 2024. Articles are published in open access under a Creative Commons Attribution International licence (CC BY). For
more information, please visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en_US.

Microform: The Journal is available in microform from Bell and Howell Information and Learning.

Abstracting and Indexing: The Journal is currently included in major abstracting and indexing services.

Correspondence should be addressed to:

THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, West Indian Medical Journal, Faculty of Medical Sciences, The University of the West Indies, Mona, Kingston 7, Jamaica,

West Indies

West Indian Medical Journal (open access): wimj@uwimona.edu.jm; www.mona.uwi.edu/fms/wimj

WIMJ Open (open access): wimjopen@uwimona.edu.jm; www.mona.uwi.edu/wimjopen

Telephone: +1 (876) 578-1007. Fax: +1 (876) 927-1846.

West Indian Medical Journal
Published by the Faculties of Medical Sciences, The University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica,
St Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago, and Cave Hill, Barbados



Caribbean Public Health Agency

Caribbean
o, Fublic Health
v, gency

(CARPHA

68™ Annual CARPHA Health Research Conference

VIOLENCE IN THE CARIBBEAN:
A Public Health Crisis

April 25-27, 2024

ROYALTON CONFERENCE CENTRE
Royalton Saint Lucia Resort, St Lucia

In-person Conference

Editor-in-Chief
Professor Emeritus RJ Wilks

Scientific Editors and Research Advisory Committee
Professor M Thame
Professor G Hutchinson
Professor C MacPherson
Professor M Reid
Professor DD Ramdath
Dr S Stewart



PANDEMIC FUND i DB The
CARPHARegional Proposal o CARFHA e:_ s S

Reducing the Public Health Impact of Pandemics in
the Caribbean 'ihl;_qggh Prevention, Preparedness, and
Response [RG-Tﬂ'Bﬂ""Hmj*ect

ABOUT THE PANDEMIC FUND

The Pandemic Fund (PF) s the first multilateral financing mechanism dedicated to
providing multiyear grants to help low- and middle-income countries become better
prepored for fulure pandemics. The PF's First Call for Proposals pravides additional
fincncing to strengthen pandemic prevention, preporedness and response (PPR)
copabilities, and oddress critical gaps in countries through investments and technical
support. It is expected to support and reinforce copacity building and implementation
of FPR under the IHR {2005) and other frameworks, consistent with the One Health
approach,

in s First Call, 1% proposols were salectad; ane of which s the Caribbeon Public
Health Agency (CARPHAN: reglonal proposal (the only regional proposal chozen).

CARPHA, the lead regional public health ogency and an expression of Caribbean Cooperation in Health, is
mandated by its Inter-Governmental Agreement to support ts 26 CMS in bolstering notional systems and
coordinating regional response to public health threats, CARPHA s competent in all three areas of PPR and has a
succassful track record of some, os demonstrated by its successful regional COVID-19 response. CARPHA has
established progrommes for PPR coordination [Communicable Diseases, Emergency Responss, Tourism and Health,
Food-borne, Vector-borne, Field Epidemiclogy) ond serves as the Regional Referance Loboratony. CARPHA works with
regional and international agencies and uses regional mechanisms for coordinating its public health response work.

CARPHA's regicnal entity proposal was successfully selected in July 2023
for the first round of PF financing, with CARPHA as the Executing Agency
and the Inter-American: Development Bank (IDB) as the Implementing Entity.
This regional project, with CARPHA as the beneficiary and CARPHA Member
States (CMS) as the participants, serves to suppart CARPHA in reducing the
public health impoct of pandemics in the Caribbean region, whilst building
pandemic PPR through strengthening ) disease survelllonce and early
woming systems (EWS), i) leboratory systems ond i) workforce copaocity,
regionally ot CARPHA and at country levels,

A landmark Public Signing Ceremaony for the PF Technical Cosperation Agreament ["Redusing the Public Health
Impact of Pandemics in the Caribbean through Pravention, Preporedness, and Response” [RG-T4387] Project) was
held on December 14, 2023, at the Hilton Trinidad and Conference Centre (pictured above). Additionally, on March
15th 2024, CARPHA fulfilled the IDBs nine conditions prier to first disbursement, achieved full eligibility and now, is
eligible for first disbursement.

PROJECT AT A GLANCE
Goal: Reduced Public Health Impact of Pandemics in the Caribbean Region

OUTCOME  Demonstroted Increosed OUICOME  Bustained ond/ or OUTCOME  Effactive
copacity to cooperation in the g  increased Py stewardship or
I prevant detect Caribbean region fod I' - | investmants in pandemic
and respond to preparedness and Y domastic and preparednass
authreoks responsa eilorls axternal PPR funding funds
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