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the number of those papers.  In the United States of America
and the United Kingdom, many researchers (3, 4) described
the need for measures from medicine to decrease the number
of suicides.  Because the number of papers on Japanese
suicide published in English has increased in recent years,
more time is needed for the effect of this increase to become
visible and continuing to report on medical aspects of suicide
is crucial.  

From: Y Fujita1, K Inoue2, H Tanii3
1Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Respiratory
and Infectious Diseases, St Marianna University School of
Medicine, Kanagawa 216-8511, 2Department of Public
Health, Fujita Health University School of Medicine, Aichi
470-1192, 3Department of Psychiatry, Mie University
Graduate School of Medicine, Mie 514-8507, Japan.

Correspondence: Dr K Inoue, Department of Public Health,
Fujita Health University School of Medicine, 1-98,
Dengakuno, Kutsukake-cho, Toyoake, Aichi 470-1192,
Japan. Fax: +81-562-93-3079, e-mail: ke-inoue@fujita-
hu.ac.jp 

REFERENCES
1. Inoue K, Tanii H, Abe S, Okazaki Y, Nata M, Fukunaga T.  Suicide in

Mie Prefecture, Japan, since 1990. West Indian Med J [in press] 
2. Ono Y.  Suicide prevention program for the elderly: the experience in

Japan. Keio J Med 2004; 53: 1–6.
3. O’Hara MW, Gorman LL, Wright EJ.  Description and evaluation of the

Iowa Depression Awareness, Recognition, and Treatment Program. Am
J Psychiatry 1996; 153: 645–9.  

4. Paykel ES, Hart D, Priest RG.  Changes in public attitudes to depression
during the Defeat Depression Campaign. Br J Psychiatry 1998; 173:
519–22.  

The Editor,

Sir,

The National Police Agency has reported that the number of
suicides in Japan has increased to more than 30 000 per year
since 1998.  Additionally, there were also more than 30 000
suicides in Japan in 2006 and this figure has remained con-
stant for nine consecutive years.  Developing preventive
measures to curb this high number is of immediate concern
in various fields like government, medicine and policing (1,
2).  We believe that researchers in medicine should report
suicide trends and suicide prevention measures and that they
should consider the opinions and advice of researchers from
various fields and from various countries with regard to
suicide prevention measures.  Therefore, medical researchers
in Japan must publish reports in English and help to decrease
this country’s suicide rate.  In the current study, we searched
for all medical reports in English on suicide in Japan among
papers indexed by PubMed during the sixteen-year period
from 1990–2005; the key words used in the search were
“Suicide” and “Japan.”

During the study period, 223 papers were found
published in English with the key words “Suicide” and
“Japan.”  There were 80 such papers during the first eight-
year period from 1990–1997 and 143 during the second
eight-year period from 1998–2005.  Therefore, the number of
papers on Japanese suicide in English increased markedly in
the eight years from 1998 to 2005, totalling about 1.8 times
that of the previous eight years.  Results indicated that the
number of papers on Japanese suicide in English increased
with the rapid increase in suicide starting in 1998 but that the
current decrease in the number of suicides has not affected
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