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REVIEW

Oral Health in Crack—Cocaine Users and Its Impact on Their Quality of Life:  
A Literature Review

ABSTRACT

Background: Crack is the most addictive and potent derivative of cocaine. There is a scarcity 
of information regarding the oral health of crack users and also the impact this has on their 
quality of life. The aim of this literature review was to ascertain information regarding oral 
health and also its impact on the quality of life of crack users. 
Methods: The keywords oral health, quality of life, crack cocaine and drug users were applied 
to the databases PubMed, Google Scholar and Scielo to obtain the articles. Articles used were 

Results: Crack cocaine users present poor oral health and are usually polydrug users or have 
a history of consuming other substances such as cannabis, alcohol, tobacco and opiates. The 

usage, henceforth impacting their quality of life. In addition, socio-demographic and behav-
ioural factors may also impact oral health-related quality of life. 
Conclusion:
quality of life. This demonstrates the importance of dental surgeons being included in multi-
disciplinary teams responsible for the rehabilitation of crack addicts.
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INTRODUCTION

Erythroxylum coca

a smokable form named crack. Crack is thought to be the 

main drug of concern in Latin American and Caribbean 

PR, Brazil.



Dental diseases seen in addicts are attributable to 

Search method

The impact of crack on oral health

Before getting to the lungs, crack smoke comes into 



DISCUSSION

crack cocaine.



CONCLUSION

and facilitates social reintegration.

AUTHORS’ NOTE

design, the research in databases to obtain the articles 
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