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EDITORIAL

Cadmium, Nicotine and Cigarettes: Any Hyper-ten-
sion Paradox?

CR Nwokocha, J Spence, EN Barton

ORIGINAL ARTICLES

Pandemic Influenza A (HIN1) 2009 in the English-
and Dutch-speaking Caribbean: An Epidemiologi-
cal Overview

EV Boisson, F Des Vignes, S Quesnel, CAREC Flu
Team

The English- and Dutch-speaking Caribbean experi-
enced three phases of the influenza pandemic, with
most cases occurring in 2009. The majority of cases
had symptoms of the respiratory tract, a quarter
required hospitalization and the case fatality rate was
1.8%.

The Brainstem Localization of Gastric Pregan-
glionic Parasympathetic Neurons in the Agouti
(Dasyprocta leporina)

A Odekunle, CM Phillips

Using the modern WGA-HRP neurohistochemical trac-
ing technique, the brainstem localization of vagal pre-
ganglionic parasympathetic neurons was investigated
in the Agouti. Following injections of the tracer into
the muscular wall of various sections of the stomach,
retrogradely labelled neurons were seen in the dorsal
motor nucleus of the vagus nerve as well as in the
nucleus ambiguus. The labelled neurons were bilater-
ally distributed.
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504 An Evaluation of Treatment Strategies for Head
and Neck Cancer in an African American
Population
DN Ignacio, JJ Griffin, MG Daniel, MT Serlemitsos-
Day, FA Lombardo, TA Alleyne
This study points to the need for earlier diagnosis,
more education and use of a wider range of treatment
modalities in order to improve overall outcomes for
African Americans and blacks in general suffering with
head and neck squamous cell carcinomas.

Myasthena Gravis in South Trinidad

J Maharaj, S Bahadursingh, K Ramcharan

This cross-sectional study assessed the prevalence and
characteristics of myasthenia gravis (MG) in South
Trinidad. Estimated MG point prevalence in South
Trinidad on March 31, 2010 was 78 per million. A sta-
tistically significant higher prevalence was detected in
Africans than East-Indians.

Mean Platelet Volume in Nasal Polyps

G Aktas, M Sit, H Tekce, A Algelik, H Savli, T Simsek,
E Ozmen, AZ Isci, T Apuhan

Mean platelet volume (MPV), a surrogate marker of
platelet function, was found to be associated with
inflammatory diseases. Results showed that MPV was
significantly lower in patients with nasal polyps com-
pared to control subjects.
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Mean Platelet Volume is Associated with Glycaemic Control and
Retinopathy in Patients with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus

S Dindar, H Cinemre, E Sengul, AN Annakkaya

Mean platelet volume (MPV) is increased in diabetic patients. It is
associated with the degree of glycaemic control. Moreover, MPV is
higher in patients with diabetic retinopathy.

Effects of a Mat Pilates Programme on Body Composition in
Elderly Women

M Fourie, GM Gildenhuys, I Shaw, BS Shaw, AL Toriola, DT Goon
An eight-week mat Pilates exercise programme may contradict or even
reverse some of the most serious consequences of ageing associated
with an increased fat mass and reduced lean body mass in elderly
females.

Surgical Management of Exertional Anterior Compartment
Syndrome of the Leg

T Ali, F Mohammed, M Mencia, D Maharaj, R Hoford

Data from a series of athletes presenting with leg pain were analysed.
The diagnoses included exertional anterior compartment syndrome of
the leg, medial tibial stress syndrome and stress fracture of the tibia.
The diagnosis and surgical management of exertional anterior com-
partment syndrome are discussed in detail.

Correlates of Symptoms of Depression and Anxiety among Clinic
Patients in Western Jamaica

CE Monroe, O Affuso, MY Martin, M Aung, L Crossman, PE Jolly
To ascertain the prevalence of symptoms of depression and anxiety and
their correlates, surveys containing sociodemographics and items
from both the Beck Anxiety Inventory and the Beck Depression
Inventory-1I were administered to outpatient clinic attendees in
Western Jamaica.

Results from a Preliminary Study to Develop the Quality
Adjustments for Quality Adjusted Life Year Values for Trinidad
and Tobago

H Bailey

A protocol is designed to develop an EQ-5D-3L value set using a small
sample and a simple respondent valuation exercise. Such a value set
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can be used to infer the relative values that a society
would place on different interventions.

CASE REPORTS

Bilateral Wrist Drop Complicating Axillary Crutches
Mobilization In A Young Adult

JD Ogunlusi, T Davids, S Edward, K Codrington,

G Fausette

Simultaneous Bilateral Femoral Neck Stress Fractures
in a 24-year Old Male Recruit: A Case Report
O Nemoto, M Kawaguchi, T Katou

Intrathoracic Hibernoma: An Uncommon Tumour
A Yazicioglu, T Altinok, Y Agackiran, N Karaoglanoglu

Orchiectomy Performed in Two Patients with Brucella
Orchitis Mimicking Testicular Tumour

V Turhan, A Acar, F Ates, H Diktas, A Haholu, O Onciil,
L Gorenek

A Case of Pseudotumour in a Haemophiliac
PT Adams, G Wharfe
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A Rare Adnexal Mass in a Teenager
B Brumant, A Sirjusingh

Re-implantation of a Degloving Amputation of Distal
Index Finger Caused by Fireworks: A Case Report
and Literature Review

Q Zhang, XC Cao

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Attitudes and Awareness toward Organ Donation
among Clinic Attendees in Trinidad and Tobago

M Edmund, C Arjoon, K Bullock, R Kuarsingh,

K Mocumiyane, N Parsan, S Ramrattan, R Skeete,

A Smith, D Murray, RG Mabharaj

A Study on the Effectiveness of Recent Traffic
Accident Prevention Measures Based on Trends in the
Number of Traffic Accidents in Japan: Specific
Measures for the Future Based on Recent Conditions
K Inoue, T Fukunaga, Y Okazaki, M Nishimura, Y Fujita

Penile Incarceration Caused by an Axe Ring: An
Unusual Case of Sexual Perversion
G Gupta, R Singal, S Gupta, S Gupta



