
KEEPING ENVIRONMENT MESSAGES ALIVE 
DURING COVID-19

PERSPECTIVES FROM A COMMUNICATIONS PRO
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CONTEXT SETTING

• Emerged December 2019.

• More than 5.9 million infected.

• More than 367,000 dead.
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REALITIES

• Unprecedented resource requirements as 
Governments race to improve health systems & 
save lives.

• Projections for significant financial shock.

• No expiry date.
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WHAT WE’RE LEFT WITH
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Is there a place for 
environment 
messaging?

Is it, in fact, ‘time 
for nature’?
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5WS & AN H
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WHY?

#1: Prevailing 
environmental 
concerns have not 
gone anywhere –
from climate change 
and its triggers to 
species loss and 
plastics pollution, 
among others.
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Source: Earth Today, 
Jamaica Gleaner, April 
16, 2020



‘The pandemic has exposed that gains made to address poverty, hunger, good health and well-
being may face serious setbacks, unless the global community also urgently addresses the global
environmental threats that have similar capacity to gravely undermine the systems that enable
humanity and the planet to survive and thrive.’

- UNEP, 26 May 2020 
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#2: There are environmental challenges with the
potential to be equally, if not even more, deadly
than COVID-19.



#3: While the natural environment enjoys a 
respite from intense human activity, there are 
emergent concerns.
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Source: The 
Guardian online, 
May 5, 2020 



#4: There are clear indicative linkages 
between COVID-19 and the 
environment. We need to unpack 
those linkages, certainly in the effort 
to ‘Build Back Better for People & for 
Planet’, as advanced by the UN.
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#5: Life must go on, even in a 
COVID-19-managed world.
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WHO

• Journalists.

• Policymakers.

• Researchers.
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• Personalities & pundits.

• Bloggers.

• ‘Regular’ people.



WHAT

• Linkages between COVID-19 and the environment.

• Prevailing environmental concerns.

• The stories of the people and places who continue to 
struggle under the weight of environmental concerns.

• Money matters.
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SOME HEADLINES
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WHEN & WHERE

Now!!!
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Here & Everywhere



HOW

Step 1

• Recognise
the value.

Step 2

• Prepare: 
Get 
updated, 
leverage 
relations, 
collaborate

Step 3

• Commit: 
Including 
putting 
your $ 
where you 
have it.
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TOOLS

• Storytelling

• Research

• Phone calls

• Virtual meetings
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• WhatsApp

• Carefully planned face-to-face

• Traditional and new media



It is a smart move to keep the 
environment and environmental 

planning front of mind at this time 
of COVID-19. 
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CONCLUSION



NEVER DOUBT THAT A SMALL GROUP OF 
COMMITTED CITIZENS CAN CHANGE THE 

WORLD. INDEED, IT IS THE ONLY THING THAT 
EVER HAS.

- MARGARET MEAD
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TWITTER: @WILLIERAYNOR

BLOG: GREEN SEEDS HTTPS://WILLIERAYNOR.WORDPRESS.COM/
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https://willieraynor.wordpress.com/
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