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RAIN SCIENCE

By Sylvia Adjoa Mitchell 

“Be not conformed to this world but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall 
save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the 
whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? Luke 

PROFESSOR THE HON. GERALD LALOR, OM, OJ, CD        
BORN DEC. 15, 1930 – DIED AUGUST 23, 2021

HIS EARLY DAYS

-

attended Kingston Col-
lege on a scholarship, 
and then the Univer-
sity of the West Indies 

studied chemistry, phys-
ics and mathematics. 
Soon after attaining his 

-

-
matein. Before he left 
the company, he had 
become Chief Chemist. 

the University of Cam-
bridge on a Leverhulme 
Colonial Scholarship, 
he moved to the Univer-

completed his doctorate 
in physical inorganic 

order to preserve the 

 due to the amount harvested for its dye, he had 

CHEMISTRY DAYS

as an Assistant Lecturer in Chemistry. He visited a number 
of Ivy League universities in the United States on a Carnegie 

MOVING UP THE RANKS TO LEAD UWI, MONA

-

ogy Centre and the Centre for Nuclear Sciences, initiated 
the computerisation of the campus, laid the foundations for 

-
lenged. 

UWIDITE

Professor Lalor introduced satellite technology to broadcast 

ICENS

International Centre for Environmen-
tal and Nuclear Science - ICENS) since its establishment in 

 

and provided important information for government planning 
agencies. ICENS has the only research nuclear reactor in the 

discovered, reduced, treated and prevented lead poisoning 

lead smelting. 

THE BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTRE

-

standard of training and research facilities and has graduated 

degrees in Biotechnology, carrying out its mandate to teach 
and train in order to encourage biotechnology-based enter-

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

Professor Lalor also spearheaded the implementation of 

students and supported the development of microcomputer 
applications. He has also served on regional and international 

BOOK

From 
Logwood to Slowpoke: A biography of Professor Gerald 

Lalor

NATIONAL HONOURS

and fought. I listened to him on many occasions bemoaning 

of Distinction, Commander Class (CD), on Professor Lalor 

A FEW RESPONSES TO HIS PASSING

greatly missed.”

-

soul rest in peace and light perpetual shine on him.”
Professor Charles Grant, Director of ICENS - “Professor 

institutions...”

LALOR QUOTE

Professor Lalor advised students, “If you are interested in 

FINAL WORD

his research, his leadership and the establishment of many 

on your legacy but do it under the guidance and protection of 
-

bered on earth and lose out on eternity.
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-
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https://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/the-uwi-hails-prof-emeritus-

lalor-as-brilliant-visionary_229610 
https://barbados.loopnews.com/content/uwi-mourns-passing-profes-

sor-gerald-lalor-1 
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REVEALING THE UNTOLD STORIES 
OF OUR SCIENTISTS 

PROFESSOR THE HON. GERALD LALOR, OM, OJ, CD – “A GIANT OF A MAN”


