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Message for New Students’ handbook 2023-2024
Professor Sir Hilary Beckles
Vice-Chancellor, The University of the West Indies

Welcome to The University of the West Indies!

As you enter the portals of this august institution, | wish you the very best for academic success and
personal growth. Form and foster friendships, they will keep you focused throughout your programs
and last into your professional lives. Take full advantage of the co-curricular opportunities available.
Be attentive to your physical and mental health and | ask you to be considerate of others — be the
embodiment of the beautiful quote from Archbishop Desmond Tutu “My humanity is bound up in
yours, for we can only be human together.”

Each year, our new students inspire enthusiasm and hope for the entire community. Your enthusiasm,
activism and full engagement will ensure that we - us and you - stay the course. Your responsibility
will be to ensure that the resources dedicated to your training are maximised as much as possible.
However your education is funded - by your Governments, your families or yourselves, or by
philanthropic donors, it is an investment in your future, in our collective future. Your University is
committed to ensuring that we deliver programmes of high quality and relevance to national and
regional development, in as safe an environment as possible.

The pivot to the virtual environment during the COVID-19 pandemic provided us with opportunities
to review and renew how we do many things. Blended learning is now mainstream rather than
occasional. However, all our campuses have largely reverted to face-to-face learning with options for
online where necessary. | encourage you to engage in vigorous academic debates and take full
advantage of the leadership opportunities that are provided through the co-curricular activities. Your
university is an activist university, with a responsibility to participate in debate around the issues
threatening the region it serves, and also to find and implement solutions. The UWI has a proud
tradition of preparing leaders for our region and beyond in every discipline and at every level of
operation. We are counting on you to keep the “light rising from the West.”

In 2021 The UWI was ranked by the Times Higher Education among the best 1.5% of universities in the
world. This achievement was based on our successful implementation of our Triple “A” Strategic Plan
2017-2022. The three pillars of Access, Agility and Alignment: increasing access to our courses and
programmes as well as to our technical expertise, demonstrating agility in our response to challenges
such as the pandemic, and alignment with strategic partners including our Governments to meet their
specific needs, guided us in affirming The UWI’s reputation at the global level.

The current phase of our strategic plan 2022-2027 will focus on generating revenue, on strengthening
our global reach, and on infusing even more technology into our learning and other processes. It
promises to be an exciting phase for us all and the team looks forward to sharing this journey with
you.

Blessings!

Hilary Beckles
Vice-Chancellor
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