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We present some selected highlights from the Mona units of the Caribbean Institute for 
Health Research for the 2019 /20 academic year. 

Access 
The academic programmes of CAIHR continued with necessary adjustments to teaching 
and examination resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Online delivery of the MSc Nu-
trition was offered for the first time in this academic year. The new postgraduate Diploma 
in Health Research and Epidemiology commenced, and 3 students completed the pro-
gramme with 2 electing to transfer their credits to the MSc Epidemiology degree.  

Alignment  
Members of CAIHR continued their work in the Jamaica Ministry of Health and Well-
ness COVID-19 task force and have maintained surveillance systems for COVID-19 in 
the region.  We have provided continuous clinical care to our patients with Sickle Cell 
Disease and participated in several online training programmes to improve capacity for 
management of this condition despite the challenges from the pandemic. We successful-
ly obtained a research grant from the United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI) 
funded by the Medical Research Council to determine the impact of public health control 
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measures and policies on metabolic & physical health and lifestyle practices of persons 
with NCDs. This study involves the review of routinely available laboratory and anthro-
pometric data as well as the administration of a telephone survey to persons attending 
tertiary health care centres in Jamaica, Barbados and Trinidad.  The Caribbean’s high NCD 
burden and heterogeneity in the implementation of COVID-19 control measures provides 
a unique opportunity to investigate the effect of specific policies on NCD health practices 
and explore differential effects by gender, urban/rural residence and socioeconomic sta-
tus. These findings can guide LMIC policy development to limit adverse effects in persons 
at risk of or living with NCDs while containing future COVID-19 outbreaks or other natural 
disasters. Professor Trevor Ferguson has been appointed Chair of the NCD Committee in 
March 2021. The NCD Committee will provide leadership for multisectoral action, with a 
goal towards advocating and recommending policies and programmes for the prevention 
and control of NCDs. Additionally members of CAIHR are part of this committee contrib-
uting their expertise in nutrition, policy and research to helping the committee achieve 
its goal. As part of The University of the West Indies – University of Glasgow Nutrition 
Collaboration, Dr Kwesi Marshall and Dr Debbie Thompson, (UWI-CHAIR MSc and MPhil/
PhD Nutiriton Co-ordinators) worked with Dr Ada Garcia and Dr Alison Parrett (University 
of Glasgow) to organize an online Mini-Academic Exchange on June 9, 2021. The meeting 
featured six nutrition-themed presentations from current PhD students, three from the 
University of Glasgow and three from the University of the West Indies. Other opportu-
nities for academic exchange will be identified that can help improve student access to a 
wider range of nutrition expertise and research opportunities. Ms. Cherie-Ann Small, our 
Institute Manager, established a partnership between The UWI (Office of Global Affairs 
and CAIHR) and the African-Caribbean Churches of the UK Diaspora as part of a Diaspora 
Education and Empowerment initiative.  This resulted in two symposia being delivered 
over the last academic year. 

•  History, Heritage and Identity Symposium: Keynote by Professor Hilary Beckles, de-
livered online on UWI-TV November 12, 2020. http://jeremiahglobal.org/impact/histo-
ry-heritage-identity/ 

•  Overcoming the Burden of Disease Symposium: Keynotes by Professor Hilary Beckles 
and Professor Kevin Fenton. This second installment premised on CAIHR’s formidable 
body of research on Non-Communicable Diseases and Nutrition Intervention was deliv-
ered online on April 22, 2021 on YouTube. http://jeremiahglobal.org/impact/overcom-
ing-the-burden-of-disease/

A third symposium is being planned for the upcoming year. 
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Agility
In September 2020 the UWI received its largest prime award from the National Institutes 
of health (US$ 6.0) for the CATCH study. This 6 year study with a 2 year planning phase 
will fund the implementation of a team based approach to hypertension care in Jamaica 
and Columbia. The UWI will be responsible for managing the entire study budget and 
report directly to the NIH on the projects progress. CAIHR continues to identify and ob-
tain external grant funding relevant to our research strategy and regional needs from 
local and international agencies and donors including the US National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), International atomic energy agency, the UK Global Challenge Research Fund, the 
Inter-American Development Bank, The Wellcome Trust and several others. These funds 
are essential to maintain our research productivity and excellence and have allowed us 
to retain critical staff at a time when there is a freeze on many UGC posts and significant 
economic fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic.  It is therefore critical that we maintain 
our standards for reporting and research excellence to allow other investigators and the 
next generation of scientists to build on these efforts. We will continue in our efforts to 
increases enrolment in self-financing programmes to have other sustainable means of 
income generation. 

ACCESS
STUDENTS

One PhD Nutition candiate completed the programme in the last academic year. Only one 
candidate completed the MSc Epidemiology in the last academic year – primarily a result 
of delays in teaching and examination resulting from the pandemic.  
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ease in relation to early or late initiation of care at a specialist center: evidence from a 
retrospective cohort study. BMC Pediatr. 2020 Aug 8;20(1):373. doi: 10.1186/s12887-
020-02270-y. PMID: 32770992; PMCID: PMC7414688.

50.  Rankine-Mullings AE, Owusu-Ofori S. Prophylactic antibiotics for preventing 
pneumococcal infection in children with sickle cell disease. Cochrane Database Syst 
Rev. 2021 Mar 8;3(3):CD003427. doi: 10.1002/14651858.CD003427.pub5. PMID: 
33724440; PMCID: PMC8092646.

51.  Royal CD, Babyak M, Shah N, Srivatsa S, Stewart KA, Tanabe P, Wonkam A, Asnani 
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M. Sickle cell disease is a global prototype for integrative research and healthcare. 
Advanced Genetics. 2021 Mar;2(1):e10037.

52.  Schulze KV, Swaminathan S, Howell S, Jajoo A, Lie NC, Brown O, Sadat R, Hall N, 
Zhao L, Marshall K, May T, Reid ME, Taylor-Bryan C, Wang X, Belmont JW, Guan Y, 
Manary MJ, Trehan I, McKenzie CA, Hanchard NA. Edematous severe acute malnutrition 
is characterized by hypomethylation of DNA. Nat Commun. 2019 Dec 19;10(1):5791. 
doi: 10.1038/s41467-019-13433-6. PMID: 31857576; PMCID: PMC6923441.

53.  Smith JA, Chang SM, Lopez Boo F, Ferro MP, Walker SP. Are Benefits From a Par-
enting Intervention Delivered Through the Health Services Sustainable? Follow-Up of 
a Randomized Evaluation in Jamaica. Acad Pediatr. 2021 May-Jun;21(4):638-645. doi: 
10.1016/j.acap.2021.01.003. Epub 2021 Jan 9. PMID: 33434700.

54.  Sobers NP, Bishop L, Ng SW, Soares-Wynter S, Greaves NS, Murphy MM. Un-
derstanding the need for a whole-of-society approach in school nutrition policy imple-
mentation: a qualitative analysis. Implement Sci Commun. 2021 Jul 17;2(1):79. doi: 
10.1186/s43058-021-00184-z. PMID: 34274014; PMCID: PMC8285724.

55.  Stewart KA, Parshad-Asnani M, Wonkam A, Bollinger J, Ngo Bitoungui V, Wonkam-Tin-
gang E, Powell J, Desronvil K, Benson KRK, Clark A, Katz M, Martin B, Peterseim C, 
Williams C, Young N, Shah N, Tanabe P, Babyak M, Royal CDM. “Pain is Subjective”: 
A Mixed-Methods Study of Provider Attitudes and Practices Regarding Pain Manage-
ment in Sickle Cell Disease Across Three Countries. J Pain Symptom Manage. 2021 
Mar;61(3):474-487. doi: 10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2020.08.029. Epub 2020 Sep 1. 
PMID: 32889040.

56.  Thompson DS, Bourdon C, Massara P, Boyne MS, Forrester TE, Gonzales GB, Bands-
ma RHJ. Childhood severe acute malnutrition is associated with metabolic changes in 
adulthood. JCI Insight. 2020 Dec 17;5(24):e141316. doi: 10.1172/jci.insight.141316. 
PMID: 33201860; PMCID: PMC7819749.

57.  Valdebenito S, Murray A, Hughes C, Băban A, Fernando AD, Madrid BJ, Ward C, Osafo 
J, Dunne M, Sikander S, Walker SP, Thang VV, Tomlinson M, Fearon P, Shenderovich 
Y, Marlow M, Chathurika D, Taut D, Eisner M. Evidence for Better Lives Study: a com-
parative birth-cohort study on child exposure to violence and other adversities in eight 
low- and middle-income countries - foundational research (study protocol). BMJ Open. 
2020 Oct 10;10(10):e034986. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2019-034986. PMID: 33039982; 
PMCID: PMC7552842.

58.  Whyte N, Morrison-Blidgen B, Asnani M. Priapism in Sickle Cell Disease: An Evaluation 
of the Knowledge of an at Risk Population in Jamaica. Sex Med. 2021 Jun;9(3):100339. 
doi: 10.1016/j.esxm.2021.100339. Epub 2021 May 12. PMID: 33991817; PMCID: 
PMC8240165.

59.  Williamson GA, Rodrigo S, Guthrie-Dixon N, Blackman E, Beck JR, Hambleton I, 
Bailey A, Paul T, Ragin CC, Tulloch-Reid MK. A cross-sectional analysis of investiga-
tor needs for non-communicable disease research at the University of the West Indies, 
Mona. Rev Panam Salud Publica. 2021 Apr 6;45:e35. doi: 10.26633/RPSP.2021.35. 



483Departmental Reports 2020 | 2021

PMID: 33833787; PMCID: PMC8021206.
60.  Wright AS, Tulloch-Reid MK, Chang SM, Walker SP. Maternal characteristics 

influence infant feeding styles in Caribbean women. Public Health Nutr. 2021 May 
28:1-12. doi: 10.1017/S1368980021002391. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 34047268.

TECHNICAL REPORTS 

1.  Gordon-Strachan, G., Guthrie-Dixon, N., McFarlane, S., Augustus, E., Anderson 
S., 2021. Impact of Climate Change on the Health Sector Component In State of the 
Jamaica Climate Report 2019. The Climate Studies Group, University of the West In-
dies, Mona. 

2.  Gordon-Strachan G. 2020.  An evaluation of Western Regional Health Authority 
Maternal Mortality 2016-2019. Ministry of Health, Programme for the Reduction of Ma-
ternal and Child Mortality (ProMAC) Funded by the European Union.

Chang-Lopez S, Walker SP Grantham-McGregor SM, Powell CA, (2020) Parent Manual: 
Activities for children up to age 3 years. Caribbean Institute for Health Research, The 
University of the West Indies; Social Protection and Health Division, Inter-American De-
velopment Bank. © The University of the West Indies, 2020

PUBLISHED PROTOCOLS / PREPRINTS 

1.  Bennett NR, Ferguson TS, Younger-Coleman NO, Francis DK, Anderson 
SG, Harris EN, MacLeish MY, Wilks RJ. Socioeconomic and gender disparities in to-
bacco smoking among Jamaican adults from a national health survey. medRxiv. 
2021:2021.01.04.21249206.

2.  Ferguson TS, Royal-Thomas TY, Chin-Harty L, Thame MM, Forrester TE, Osmond C, 
Boyne MS, Wilks RJ. Effect Of Linear Growth Rate and Change in Body Mass Index In 
Childhood And Adolescence On Blood Pressure In Afro-Caribbean Youth: The Vulnera-
ble Windows Cohort Study. medRxiv. 2021:2021.04.17.21255680.

ALIGNMENT
PAPERS PRESENTED 

There were over 40 papers presented at local and regional conferences including over 
10 presentations of the Caribbean Public Health Agencies first Virtual Conference in June 
2021.  Dr. Zachary Ramsay was awarded the inaugural Donald Simeon Prize for his pre-
sentation Ramsay Z, Bartlett R, Ali A, Grant J, Gordon-Strachan G, Asnani M. “Quantitative 
Sensory Testing in the Assessment of Neuropathic Pain among Jamaicans with Sickle Cell 
Disease.” Oral presentation at 65th Annual CARPHA Health Research Conference Virtual 
Conference. June 16- 19, 2021.

Caribbean Institute for Health Research, The University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica

With the support of Grand Challenges Canada

Caribbean Institute for Health Research, The University of the West Indies Mona, Jamaica

With the support of Grand Challenges Canada
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NON-REFEREED ARTICLES

Soares-Wynter S. We have a right to know what is in our food” Commentary published 
in The Gleaner. March 9th. 2021

Gray Brown A. “Protecting our children from the marketing of unhealthy foods” Com-
mentary published in The Gleaner November 28th, 2020.

Marshall K. What’s in Our Food? Addressing Obesity Prevention through Front-of-pack-
age Labelling”. Published in the Jamaica Gleaner September 13, 2020 

INVITED LECTURES 

Members of CAIHR gave over 15 invited talks in areas ranging from sickle cell disease and 
other NCD management as well as Climate and Health. 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

Carolyn Taylor-Bryan

•  Participated in Early Childhood Commission – Partners Forum and National Strategic 
Plan, November 19th and 26th, 2020

• Judge for the Donald Simeon Prize at the CARPHA 2021 Conference. June 2021

• Member, National Infant and Young Child Feeding Committee

Ishtar Govia

• Member, Board of Directors, Jamaica Mental Health Advocacy Network
• Member, Board of Directors, Alzheimer’s Jamaica
• Member, Spanish Town Hospital Management Committee
• Member, Caribbean Alliance of National Psychological Association Executive Committee 
• Member, MOHW COVID-19 task force

Jennifer Knight-Madden

•  Co-chair National Institutes of Health (NIH) Data Safety Monitoring Board (DSMB) for 
the Realizing Effectiveness Across Continents with Hydroxyurea (REACH) trial October 
2017 – Present.

•  Co-chair National Institutes of Health (NIH) Data Safety Monitoring Board (DSMB) for 
the Enhancing Preventive Therapy of Malaria In children with Sickle Cell Anemia in East 
Africa (EPITOMISE) trial. November 2018- Present.

• Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, Global Alliance of SCD Organizations (GASCDO)
• Co-Chair Sickle Cell Technical Working Group (national)
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•  Member, National NCD Committee
•  Co-Chair the Surveillance, Monitoring & Evaluation, Research sub-committee of the Na-

tional NCD Committee
•  Member, Advisory Panel on Ethics and Medico-Legal Affairs, Ministry of Health & Well-

ness (National)
• Member Medical Facilities Committee, Bureau of Standards Jamaica
• Executive Member, PTA, St. Andrew High School for Girls
• Member, Board of Management, St Andrew High School for Girls

Recognition:

•  1st ever National NCD Award of Excellence to SCU July 2021 at the NCD Program Review 
and Conference.

Kwesi Marshall 

•  Chairman of the National Food Industry Task Force (NFITF), a food and nutrition adviso-
ry and advocacy body that reports to the Ministry of Health and Wellness 

•  Chairman of the Nutrition Sub-committee of the National Committee on Non-communi-
cable diseases launched March 23, 2021

Lesley King

• Vaccinator for MOHW COVID-19 Vaccination Exercise
• Member of the Sickle Cell Technical Working Group

Marshall Tulloch-Reid

• Member, MOHW COVID-19 task force

Monika Parshad-Asnani

•  Co-Chair, Caribbean Primary Care Research group (CAPCRG), Caribbean College of Fam-
ily Physicians. 2015-Present

•  Board Member of Caribbean Network of Researchers in Sickle Cell Disease and Thalas-
semia since 2014

•  Member, Global Evidence Synthesis Initiative (GESI) Network of Evidence Synthesis Cen-
ters. Since May 2017

• Board Member, Indian Cultural Society in Jamaica. July 2007- Present

Nadia Bennett 

• Member, MOHW COVID-19 task force
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Patrice Simmonds-Brooks

• Board Member, Sickle Cell Trust
•  Volunteer Doctor for Tony Spaulding Sporting Complex in the Arnett Gardens Community 

2018-2021

Susan Walker

•  Member, Advisory Board, Caribbean Centre for Health Systems Research and Develop-
ment

•  Member, Advisory Committee on Health Research, Pan American Health Organization

Suzanne Soares-Wynter

•  The Heart Foundation of Jamaica  Board of Directors (June 2018 – current) & Medical 
Sub-Committee Member (June 2020 – current)

•  Caribbean Regional Technical Sub-Committee on Food Labeling. Caribbean Regional Or-
ganization on Standards and Quality (CROSQ) (June 2019–current)

•  Bureau of Standards Jamaica Limited - National Mirror Committee Member (June 2019 – 
current) & Labelling and Technical Committee Member (June 2019 – current)

•  World Health Organization (WHO) Guideline Development Group: Management of young 
children and adolescents with obesity for improved health, functioning and reduced dis-
ability: a primary health care approach. (April 2021 – current)

• Vital Strategies Healthy Food Policy Fellowship Fund Reviewer – August 2020- current
• Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

o Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses (April 2021)

• National Food Industry Task Force Ministry of Health and Wellness, Jamaica. (Core Group 
Consultant Member) 2019 - current

• Next Generation of Leaders for a Well-Nourished World – Member 2020-current
• Jamaica Association of Professionals in Nutrition and Dietetics (JAPINAD)
• APINAD Standards and Regulatory Committee – Member (2020-current)
•  Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (formerly, American Dietetic Association) – Interna-

tional Member (Current)
•  International Affiliate of the American Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (IAAND) (Cur-

rent)
•  Provide research support to national obesity prevention and healthy food policy initia-

tives (Jamaica and Barbados).

Trevor Ferguson

• Second Vice President, Association of Consultant Physicians of Jamaica 
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• Chair, National Committee on Non-Communicable Diseases, MOHW
• Member, MOHW COVID-19 task force

AGILITY  
INCOME GENERATION

NEW GRANTS 

1.  Funding Source: Medical Research Council. Title: The impact of COVID-19 control 
measures on NCD risk factors and metabolic health: A comparison of 3 Caribbean coun-
tries. Investigators: M. Tulloch-Reid. Period of award: November 2020 – April 2022. 
Total Value: GBP £303,246. 2020-2021 – GBP £50,404.82

2.  Funding Source: National Institutes of Health. Title: Implementing and Scaling Up a 
Team-based Care Strategy for Hypertension Control in Colombia and Jamaica. Inves-
tigators: M. Tulloch-Reid, J. Duncan, T. Ferguson, I. Govia and N. Bennett. Period of 
award: September 2020 – August 2022 (Planning Phase). Total Value: USD $6.0 M,  
- USD $1,187,586 for Planning Phase. 2020-2021 – USD $134,489

3.  Funding Source: Vital Strategies. Title: Vital Strategies Healthy Food Policy Fellow-
ship. Investigators: C. Small. Period of award: August 2020 – October 2023. Total 
Value: USD $195,154. 2020-2021 – USD $28,707.65

4.  Funding Source: United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF). 
Title: Irie Jamaica Classroom Toolbox Hybrid and Addition of Functional Literacy and 
Numeracy Module Investigators: H. Baker-Henningham. Period of award: July 2021 
– February 2022. Total Value: JMD $9,717,500. 2020-2021 – JMD $4,543,750

5.  Funding Source: National Health Fund (NHF). Title: Jamaica salt consumption, knowl-
edge, attitude and practice (SALT-KAP) study. Investigators: T. Ferguson. Period of 
award: May 2021 – November 2022. Total Value: JMD $13,491,225. 2020-2021 – 
JMD $3,243,0000

ONGOING GRANTS

6.  Funding Source: Arts & Humanities Research Council (AHRC). Title: Transdisciplinary 
data assemblages for a socio-historical understanding of the formation of Caribbean 
food systems   Investigators: C. Guell, H. Altink, N. Unwin, I. Govia, K. Morrissey, R. 
Thurstan  Period of award: December 2019 – December 2021   Total Value: GBP 
£18,815.19    2020-2021 – GBP £18,815.19    

7.  Funding Source: Inter-American Development Bank Title: Evaluation of processes 
impact and costs of an evidence-based parenting program at scale in primary health 
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care services Investigators: S. Walker, S. Chang-Lopez, J. Smith. Period of award: 
September 2019 – December 2021. Total Value: USD $572,574. 2020-2021 – USD 
$238,572.50 

8.  Funding source: Aruvant Sciences Title: Gene Transfer for Patients with Sickle Cell 
Disease Using a Gamma Globin Lentivirus Vector: An Open Label Phase I/II Pilot Study. 
Investigator: M. Asnani. Period of award: October 2019 – 2030 Total Value: USD 
$132,345.94 direct cost + USD $18,140.72 per patient. 2020-2021 – USD $98,381.86

9.  Funding Source: UNICEF Jamaica. Title: Dissemination of the IRIE Classroom Toolbox. 
Investigators: H. Baker-Henningham, M. Bowers, T. Francis. Period of award: July 
2019 – October 2020. Total Value: JMD $12, 990,000. 2020-2021 – JMD $2,390,000 

10.  Funding source: MEDICANJA. Title: A prospective, randomized controlled double 
blind trial to assess efficacy of adjunctive cannabinoid therapy in managing pain and 
symptoms of cancer in patients with malignant cancer. Period of award: July 2019 – 
completion of the study; Total Value: JMD $2,000,000. 2020-2021 –  JMD $200,000

11.  Funding Source: Lego Foundation. Title: Reach Up Knowledge Generation. Investi-
gators: S. Walker, C. Powell, S. Chang-Lopez, J. Smith, J. Hall. Period of award: June 
2019 – September 2021.  Total Value: USD $138,342. 

12.  Funding source: Foundation Open Society Institute (FOSI). Title: Expanding imple-
mentation of the Reach Up Early Childhood Parenting programme. Investigators: C. 
Powell, S. Chang-Lopez, S. Walker. Period of award: January 2019 – December 2021   
Total Value: USD $215,070. 2020-2021 – USD $11,783

13.  Funding source: University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill). Sub-Contract Award 
(5109417) Title: “Programme and policy options for preventing obesity in the low- 
middle- and transitional income countries: background research and program evalua-
tion. Investigator: S. Soares-Wynter. Period of award: September 2017 – Decem-
ber 2021 Total Award: USD $742,698 2020-2021 – USD $174,315

14.  Funding source: Grand Challenges Canada. Title: Survive and Thrive in Brazil - The 
Boa Vista Early Childhood Program. Investigators: S. Chang-Lopez and C. Powell. 
Period of award: October 2018 – November 2020. Total Value: USD $33,869. 
2020-2021 – USD $5,419.04

15.  Funding source: National Institutes of Health. Title: Extending a Caribbean Based 
Cohort to Promote US-Caribbean Comparisons to Facilitate Research Addressing Black 
Health Disparities. Investigator: Marshall Tulloch-Reid (UWI PI), C. Ragin (PI - 
Fox Chase). Period of award: September 2018 – March 2021. Total Value: USD 
$654,246.24 2020-2021 – USD $330,555
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16.  Funding source: Fondation Botnar. Title: Evidence for Better Lives Study - Data 
Innovation Pilot. Investigator: S. Walker (UWI PI). Period of award: June 2018 – 
March 2022. Total Value: GBP £42,985. 

17.  Funding source: Nova Laboratories. Title: A Prospective Open-Label Pharmacokinet-
ic Study of an Oral Hydroxyurea Solution in Children with Sickle Cell Anaemia. Investi-
gators: A. Rankine-Mullings (PI), M. Reid, J. Knight Madden, S. Baugh-Ranglin. Period 
of award: April 2018 – Completion of the clinical trial. Total Value: USD $260,000. 
2020-2021 – USD $82,009.87 

18.  Funding source: Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Centre Title: Expanding 
Treatment for Existing Neurological Disease (EXTEND). Protocol 4.2. Investigators: 
M. Reid, J. Knight-Madden, A. Rankine-Mullings. Period of award: February 2018 – 
Completion of the study. Total Value: USD $125, 000. 2020-2021 – USD $36,343

19.  Funding source: International Development Research Centre (IDRC). Title: Improv-
ing Household Nutrition Security and Public Health in the CARICOM. Investigator: 
T. A. Samuels. Period of award: January 2018 – October 2022. Total Value: CAD 
$4,000,000. 2020-2021 – CAD $683,875 

20.  Funding source: Economic and Social Research Council. Title: Strengthening re-
sponses to dementia in developing countries (STRiDE). Investigator: Ishtar Govia. 
Period of award: January 2018 – December 2021. Total Value: GBP £225,422 plus 
additional amounts for research activities, training & non-staff costs. 2020-2021 – 
GBP £32,874.04  

21.  Funding source: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Title: Assessment of 
Risk Factors for Childhood Obesity and the Impact of an Educational Intervention on 
Infant Feeding, Growth and Body Composition. Investigator: C.Taylor-Bryan. Period 
of award: September 2017 – August 2022. Total Value: €50,000. 2020-2021 – 
€10,000

22.  Funding source: National Institutes of Health. Title: Planning for a Sustainable and 
Robust RCRE in the Caribbean. Investigators: C. Ragin (Fox Chase PI), M. Tull-
och-Reid (UWI PI). Period of award: September 2017 – February 2021. Total Val-
ue: USD $232,619. 

23.  Funding source: International Atomic Energy Agency. Title: The assessment of the 
prevalence of environmental enteric dysfunction and its relationship with linear growth 
in urban Jamaican infants. Investigator: S. Whyte. Period of award: July 2017 – 
Jun 2021 Total Value: €35,000. 2020-2021 – €8,020.83 

24.  Funding source: NIHR Global Health Research Group. Title: To establish a NIHR 
Group on Global Diet and Activity Research (GDAR). Investigator: M. Tulloch-Reid 
(UWI PI), I. Hambleton, A. Samuels. Period of award: June 2017 – May 2021. Total 
Value: GBP £185,357.05 2020-2021 – GBP £33,015.33 



490 Departmental Reports 2020 | 2021

25.  Funding source: Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center (CHMC). Title: Gene 
transfer for patients with Sickle Cell Disease using gamma globin lentivirus vector: An 
open phase I/II pilot study. Investigator: M. Asnani (UWI PI) Period of award: 
November 2016 – November 2031. Total Value: USD $74,465.10 2020-2021 – USD 
$2,416.44 

26.  Funding source: Avicanna Inc. Title: Neuropathic Pain in Jamaican with Sickle Cell 
Disease. Investigator: M. Asnani and Z. Ramsay. Period of award: December 2018 
– February 2021. Total Value: GBP £185,357.05 

27.  Funding source: International Atomic Energy Agency. Title: Bioavailability of protein 
from the common bean (phaseolus vulgaris) in Jamaican diets. Investigator: A. Bad-
aloo. Period of award: September 2015 – September 2021 Total Value: €50,000. 
2020-2021 – €6,944.44
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