
SUMMARY – WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT

The Department of Community Health and Psychiatry delivers
undergraduate and postgraduate instructions in public health, family

medicine and psychiatry. In addition, the Department provides primary
health care through the Hermitage August Town Community Health
Centre, and behavioural health services through the Department of
Psychiatry, the University Hospital of the West Indies. During the
academic year 2016–2017, the Department co-authored 31peer-reviewed
papers, two book chapters, and one technical report. 

Research and Grants

e department has made a strategic thrust in strengthening its capacity
to attract grants and strengthen research; towards this end there has been
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a mentoring programme in grant writing and the formation of several
research groups. Over 100 million dollars in grant funding was mobilised.
Linkages were established with PAHO, CARICOM, OAS and the
European Union. 

Academic Programmes

Several initiatives were implemented to enrich the teaching and learning
environment. ese include the commitment of funds to upgrade the IT
server and investment in an online learning platform to better deliver the
graduate programmes and facilitate the development of new programmes. 

The Undergraduate Programmes

Undergraduate courses are delivered to medical and dental students and
clinical training to medical students in community health (years 3, 4, 5)
and psychiatry (years 3, 4). is includes a two-week rotation in which
medical students are placed in eight parishes. is rotation provides rural
placements in public health, an exposure to the public health issues at
the community level, the opportunity to work in a primary care facility
under supervision and to work with the primary health care team. 

The Graduate Programmes

e department offers graduate programmes in Public Health, Family
Medicine, Psychiatry and Psychology. 

The Public Health Programmes

A major achievement in the academic year is the merger of the Public
Health Programmes. is is a first step as the department seeks to
establish a School of Public Health. e public health programmes
include the MPhil /PhD (Public Health), the Doctorate in Public
Health (DrPH) and a Master of Public Health. 
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e MPhil/PhD Public Health: is is a research-based MPhil/PhD in
public health. 

e Doctorate in Public Health (DrPH):  is is a programme designed
to train public health leaders.

e Master of Public Health: It includes a general degree and three
specialty tracks (gerontology, health education/health promotion or
health management). 

Family Medicine: is programme includes a two-year Diploma in
Family Medicine and a four-year Doctor of Medicine (DM) both of
which are administratively linked to the Bahamas School of Clinical
Medicine. Workshops were conducted to provide support and training
for clinical facilitators. A meeting was convened with the Ministry of
Health in Jamaica to foster collaboration and to create a career path for
graduates in the public sector. Efforts were made to strengthen internal
collaboration and linkages. 

Graduate Programmes in Psychiatry & Psychology

e Doctor of Medicine (DM) Psychiatry: is is a 4-year clinical
programme in Psychiatry. During the academic year, 16 students were
registered in the programme; five individuals have completed.

Masters in Clinical Psychology: is is a joint programme which is
delivered in conjunction with the Section of Psychology, Sociology and
Social Work.  Students pursuing the Masters in Psychology rotate in the
Department of Psychiatry for clinical exposure. 

e Department offers a range of clinical services through the Hermitage
August Town Health Centre and the Department of Psychiatry, which is
a clinical department of the University Hospital of the West Indies. 

e Hermitage August Town Health Centre

is health centre provides clinical services to 16 communities, including
the university township, in collaboration with the Kingston and St
Andrew Health Department. e clinical services include general medical
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services with a focus on the management of chronic diseases such as
hypertension and diabetes. e services also include antenatal, postnatal
services, child health care and maternal/family care. In addition, services
such disease surveillance, screening services for cervical cancer, diabetes
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Table 1: Postgraduate students – Community Health and Psychiatry 2016–2017

Categories of students
Number registered

2016–2017
Expected to graduate

November 2017 

PhD Public Health 33 5

Doctorate of Public Health (DrPH) 32 4

Master of Public Health

– General 31 19

– Health Education/Health Promotion 14 6

– Health Management 18 5

– Gerontology 2 _

Diploma in Public Health

– Health Management 1 _

– Gerontology – _

Diploma in Family Medicine (Years 1–2)

– Bahamas 15 6

– Mona 11 4

DM Family Medicine (Years 3–4)

– Bahamas 10 5

– Mona 4 2

DM Psychiatry (years 1–4) 16 5

Total post-graduates 187 61



etc., health promotion, counselling, social work intervention, birth and
death registration and community outreach services are offered. e
health centre serves as a major clinical teaching site for students in
Medicine, Nursing, Allied Health and Social Work.

Mental Health Services

ese services are provided in collaboration with the University Hospital
of the West Indies and are part of a comprehensive, multidisciplinary
service. Services include: emergency psychiatric services, adult inpatient,
crisis/ambulatory services, outpatient psychiatric services, specialised
services for children and adolescents, forensic services substance abuse
treatment and rehabilitation service and occupational therapy.  

PAPERS PRESENTED 

Bradley CP,  Martin TL, Jones-Reed D, Ragin C, Jackson MD,•
McFarlane-Anderson N, Tulloch-Reid M,  Flores-Obando R,  Kimbro
KS, Kidd LCR. – Immune and Inflammatory Sequence Variants
Jointly Modify Prostate Cancer among men of African Descent. –
e Science of Global Prostate Cancer Disparities in Black Men
Conference. University of Florida Research and Academic Center,
Lake Nona Medical City, Orlando, Florida, USA.  November 2016
Cunningham-Myrie C, Royal-omas T, Gustat J,  eall K, Govia•
I, Reid M. – Usage Patterns and Energy Expenditure at Emancipation
Park, Jamaica: Gender Differences – Min. of Health Jamaica, National
Health Research Conference Jamaica Conf. Centre November 24–25,
2016
Govia I, Cunningham-Myrie  C, Harrison J, eall K, Reid M. –•
Understanding barriers and facilitators to park use for physical
activity among Jamaicans – Min. of Health Jamaica, National Health
Research Conference  Jamaica Conf. Centre November 24–25, 2016
Figueroa JP. Promoting Mental Health in Jamaica – 25 February•
2017 CARIMENSA UWI conference
Gibson R. e psychological impact of trauma on physicians. Annual•
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Symposium of the Medical Association of Jamaica, Kingston, June 9,
2017.
Laws H, Smith K, Standard Goldson A. – Level of Interest in•
Family Medicine among Medical Students at the University of the
West Indies Mona Campus, Jamaica, November 4, 2016. 21st
WONCA World Conference of Family Doctors, Rio de Janiero,
Brazil. (Oral Presentation).
Jackson MD, Tulloch-Reid M, Bennett F, McFarlane-Anderson N,•
Aiken WD, Coard – Prostate Cancer Risk Evaluation Study:
Association of body size, dietary patterns and blood fatty acids with
prostate cancer in Jamaican men. – e Science of Global Prostate
Cancer Disparities in Black Men Conference. University of Florida
Research and Academic Center, Lake Nona Medical City, Orlando,
Florida, USA. November 2016
Martin TL, Bradley CP, Jones-Reed D, Ragin C, Jackson MD,•
McFarlane-Anderson N, Tulloch-Reid M,  Flores-Obando R,  Kimbro
KS,. Kidd LCR. – Non-synergistic Interaction along the CCR5-
CXCR5-CCR7 axis and Prostate Cancer. – e Science of Global
Prostate Cancer Disparities in Black Men Conference. University of
Florida Research and Academic Center, Lake Nona Medical City,
Orlando, Florida, USA. November 2016
Hylton-Kong T. Participated in the Validation exercise of a series of•
workshops conducted by the Jamaica Community of Positive Women
(JCW+) with the objective of; Sensitizing WHIV, Family and Friends
on the nuances of Living with HIV funded by JCCM Global Fund
Project. October 2016.
McKoy-Davis J, Eldemire-Shearer D, and James K, Jamaica. “e•
place of choice to live work and raise families; but who can afford to
retire? Retirement prospects and realities among Jamaicans 30–80
years old.” e Population Planning for Development in Jamaica
Conference, Kingston, Jamaica. January 2017.
O’Sullivan O, Green V, Darby A, Campbell J, Melbourne T, Mourillon•
N, Campbell T, Jackson MD. – Chikungunya Virus Infection
Associated Arthralgia ≥ 1 Year Post Outbreak in Adult Jamaicans –
Faculty of Medical Sciences 25th Annual Research Conference and
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Workshop, Kingston, Jamaica: November 2016. West Indian Medical
Journal 2016; 65 (Suppl 6): 25. 
Ricketts-Roomes TF, Waldron NK, James K. “Quality of Asthma•
Care in Health Centres in Kingston and St. Andrew, Jamaica: How
do we compare to international clinical practice guidelines”. (Oral
presentation and abstract) – Faculty of Medical Sciences, UWI,
Mona Annual Research Day, November 10, 2016
Ricketts-Roomes TF, Waldron NK, James K. Health Centres in•
Kingston and St. Andrew, Jamaica: How do we compare to international
clinical practice guidelines”. (Poster Presentation and abstract) –
Ministry of Health 7th Annual National Research Conference:
“Health is a Relay: Traditional & Non-Traditional Tracks” – November
24–25, 2016, Jamaica Conference Centre: 
Willie-Tyndale D, & Eldemire-Shearer D. “Multi-sectoral action•
for a life course approach to healthy ageing”. e Caribbean
Preparatory Meeting for the Fourth Regional Conference on Ageing.
June 2017.
Willie-Tyndale D, Aiken W, & Eldemire-Shearer D, (2017). “Sexual•
health among middle-aged and older women attending gynaecology
and urology clinics in Jamaica”. e 21st IAGG World Congress of
Gerontology & Geriatrics held July 23–27, 2017. San Francisco,
CA, USA and Geriatrics (IAGG) World Congress in San Francisco,
California. Held July 23–27, 2017.
Eldemire-Shearer D,  McKoy-Davis J. “Disaster Management:•
Using a Focus Group Approach”. Presented at 21st International
Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG) World Congress
in San Francisco, California. July 2017.
Eldemire-Shearer D. “Retirement: life after”. Presented at Knutsford•
Court Hotel for e Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture
& Fisheries retirement function on Wednesday March 15, 2017.
Eldemire-Shearer D. “Women in Representational Politics:  Safeguarding•
Wellness”. Presented at PCJ auditorium, 36 Trafalgar Road, Kingston
10 for Jamaica Women’s Political Caucus (JWPC) and the Rose Leon
Memorial Trust: e Annual Rose Leon Memorial Lecture March 6,
2017.
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Eldemire-Shearer D. “Education within a Wellness Framework”.•
Presented at Church Teachers’ College Research Days, at 40
Manchester Road, Church Teachers’ College: Mandeville February
23, 2017.
Eldemire-Shearer D. “Phases of Life”. Presented at Jamaica Suite,•
Phoenix Central for IWF Jamaica Chapter February 14, 2017.
Eldemire-Shearer D. “Non-Communicable Disease e Response”.•
Presented at Jamaica Conference Centre on September 8, 2016 for
MOH-4th Annual NCD

PUBLICATIONS

During the period under review the department published twenty eight
peer reviewed journal articles, two book chapters and one technical
report. In addition 21 presentations were made at scientific meetings.

Books and Monographs

Psychiatry

“Suicidal behaviour, Adolescents and Alcohol” by Heron T, Gibson•
R, Whitehorn-Smith P, Abel W. in Caribbean Adolescent: Misuse and
Abuse of Alcohol, editors Cecilia Hegamin-Younger and Joav Merrick,
New York: Nova Science, 2017.
“Parents, Alcohol and Adolescents” by ompson EMA, Whitehorn-•
Smith P, Atkinson U, Pernell C, Roger G, Abel W. in Caribbean
Adolescent: Misuse and Abuse of Alcohol, editors Cecilia Hegamin-
Younger and Joav Merrick, New York: Nova Science, 2016.

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

Community Health

Anyim MC, Meka AO, Chukwu JN, Oshi DC, Madichie NO,•
Ekeke N, Alphonsus C, Mbah O, Nwaekpe C, Njoku M, Fakiyesi
D, Ulodiaku V, Ejiofor I, Bisiriyu AH, Ukwaja KN. – Secondary
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bacterial isolates from previously untreated Buruli ulcer lesions and
their antibiotic susceptibility patterns in Southern Nigeria. – Rev Soc
Bras Med Trop 49(6): doi: 10.1590/0037-8682-0404-2016.
Bailey AE, Figueroa JP. Agency, Lapse in Condom use and Relationship•
Intimacy among Female Sex Workers in Jamaica. Culture, Health
and Sexuality 2017 http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2017.1360944
Bernard O, Gibson R, Reece J, Coore-Desai C, Pellington S, Samms-•
Vaughan M, McCaw-Binns A. Antenatal depressive symptoms in
Jamaica associated with limited partner and other social support: a
cross-sectional study. PLOS One. IF: 3.54.
Chukwu JN, Meka AO, Nwafor CC, Oshi DC, Madichie NO,•
Ekeke N, Anyim MC, Alphonsus C, Mbah O, Adegbesan J, Njoku
M, Soyinka FO, Adelokikic AO, Enemuoh IO, Okolie PI, Edochie
JE, Offor JB, Ushaka J, Ukwaja KN. (2016) Financial burden of
health care for Buruli ulcer patients in Nigeria: the patients’ perspective.
International Health; doi:10.1093/inthealth/ihw056.
Ekeke N, Ukwaja K, Chukwu J, Nwafor C, Meka A, Egbagbe E,•
Soyinka F, Alobu I, Agujiobi I, Akingbesote S, Igbinigie O, Offor J,
Madichie N, Alphonsus C, Anyim M, Mbah O & Oshi D. –
Screening for diabetes mellitus among tuberculosis patients in
Southern Nigeria: a multi-centre implementation study under
programme settings”. – Scientific Reports, Article number: 44205
(2017)doi:10.1038/srep44205. URL: http://www.nature.com/articles/
srep44205

Mitchell-Fearon K, Willie-Tyndale D, McKoy-Davis J, Waldron•
NK, Holder Nevins D, Eldemire-Shearer D. (2017). Health and
Gender: What is the Situation with Older Persons and How Do We
Address Health Care Needs? WIMJ Open: 2017; 4 (1): Vol. 4 Issue 1,
pp 1-6.  DOI: 10.7727/wimjopen.2017.00.
Mitchell-Fearon K, McKoy-Davis J, Willie-Tyndale D, Abdulkadri•
AO, & Eldemire-Shearer D. (2017). e economic burden of
hypertension among older persons: Lessons from a developing nation.
Journal of Public Health in Developing Countries, 3(1): 347–357.
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Figueroa JP, Harris MA, Duncan JP, Tulloch-Reid MK. – Hypertension•
Control: e Caribbean Needs Intervention Studies to Learn How
to Do Better. Editorial – West Indian Med J 2017. DOI
107727/wimj.2017.073.
Fray-Aiken CM, Wilks RJ, Abdulkadri AO, McCaw-Binns A. Cost•
of care of chronic non-communicable diseases in Jamaican patients:
the role of obesity. Farmeconomia. Health economics and therapeutic
pathways 2016; 17(2): 81–95.  http://dx.doi.org/10.7175/ fe.v17i1.1232 
Harris MA, Younger-Coleman N, Ferguson TS, Figueroa JP. Audit•
and Feedback to improve the management of dyslipidemia in primary
care in Jamaica: A randomized controlled trial. Global J Med Pub
Health. 2016; 5(1): 1–9.
Harris M, Ferguson T, Figueroa JP. – Improved hypertension control•
among primary care patients in Jamaica between 1995 and 2013. –
Global J Med Pub Health 2016; www.gjmedph.org
Lindo JL, LaGrenade J, &  Eldemire-Shearer D, (2016). e Health•
of Office-Based Workers in Kingston, Jamaica. Workplace Health &
Safety, 2165079916667735 Journal.
McKoy-Davis J, Willie-Tyndale D, Mitchell-Fearon K, Holder-•
Nevins D, James K, & Eldemire-Shearer D, (2017). Caregiving
among community-dwelling grandparents in Jamaica. GrandFamilies:
e Contemporary Journal of Research, Practice and Policy, 4(1): 7–40.
Meka AO, Chukwu JN, Nwafor CC, Oshi DC, Madichie NO,•
Ekeke N, Anyim MC, Chukwuka A, Mbah O, Uzoukwa GC, Njoku
M, Ntana K, Ukwaja KN. – Diagnosis delay and duration of
hospitalisation of patients with Buruli ulcer in Nigeria. – Trans R Soc
Trop Med Hyg, 2016; 110: 502–509
Oshi DC, Omeje JC, Oshi SN, Alobu IN, Chukwu NE, Nwokocha•
C, Emelumadu OF, Ogbudebe CL, Meka AO, Ukwaja KN, (2017).
An evaluation of innovative community-based approaches and
systematic TB screening to improve TB case detection in Ebonyi
State, Nigeria. International Journal of Mycobateriology, 6(3):
246–252.
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Pérez F, Ravasi G, Figueroa JP, Grinsztejn B, Kamb M, Sued O et•
al. HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment in the Region of the
Americas: achievements, challenges and perspectives. Rev Panam
Salud Publica. 2016; 40(6): 398–400. 
Roberge S, Sibai B, McCaw-Binns A, Bujold E. Low-Dose Aspirin•
in Early Gestation for Prevention of Preeclampsia and Small-for-
Gestational-Age Neonates: Meta-analysis of Large Randomized Trials.
Am J Perinatol. 2016 Jul; 33(8):781-5. doi: 10.1055/s-0036-1572495.
Epub 2016 Feb 23. PubMed PMID: 26906184. [Epub ahead of
print].  IF:  1.905
Maharaj Rohan G, Standard-Goldson A, Hanna-Mahase  C, Roache-•
Barker S, Cunningham-Myrie C, Shastri Motilal M, Farquharson
C, Morris E, Paul-Charles J, Williams-Green P, & Adams O P.
(2016) – Family Medicine at the University of the West Indies: a
model for the developing world – Education for Primary Care, DOI:
10.1080/14739879.2016.1218744 IF 0.88
Say L, Barreix M, Chou D, Tunçalp Ö, Cottler S, McCaw-Binns A,•
Gichuhi GN, Taulo F, Hindin M. Maternal morbidity measurement
tool pilot: study protocol. Reproductive Health. 2016 June 9;13 (1):
69. doi: 10.1186/s12978-016-0164-6. IF: 2.035
Eldemire-Shearer D, James K, Johnson P, Gibson R, Willie-•
Tyndale D. (2017) Dementia among older persons in Jamaica:
Prevalence and policy implications. West Indian Medical Journal,
DOI: 10.7727/wimj.2017.133
Ukwaja KN, Alobu I, Mustapha G, Onazi O, Oshi DC  – Sustaining•
the DOTS: stakeholders’ experience of a social protection intervention
for TB in Nigeria. – International Health 15:1–6. doi:
10.1093/inthealth/ihx001.
Ukwaja K, Alobu I, Gidado M, Onazi O & Oshi D (2017).•
Economic support intervention improves tuberculosis treatment
outcomes in rural Nigeria. e International Journal of Tuberculosis
and Lung Disease, 21(5): 564-570(7).
23. VanderKruik R, Barreix M, Chou D, Allen T, Say L, Cohen LS;•
Maternal Morbidity Working Group. e global prevalence of
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postpartum psychosis: a systematic review. BMC Psychiatry. 2017 Jul
28;17(1):272. doi: 10.1186/s12888-017-1427-7.  IF: 6.437
Willie-Tyndale D, Holder-Nevins D, Mitchell-Fearon K, James•
K, Laws H, Waldron NK. & Eldemire-Shearer D. (2016).
Participation in Social Activities and the Association with Socio-
Demographic and Health-Related Factors among Community-
Dwelling Older Adults in Jamaica. Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology.
December 2016, Volume 31, Issue 4, pp 427–447.
Snead M, Wiener J, Ewumi S, Phillips C, Flowers L, Hylton-Kong•
T, Medley-Singh N, Legardy-Williams J, Costenbader E, Papp J,
Warner L, Black C, Kourtis A. (2017). Prevalence and Risk factors
Associated with STI among Women Initiating Contraceptive Implants
in Kingston, Jamaica. Sex Transm Infect 2017; 0:1–5. doi:10.1136/sextrans-
2016-052963 

Psychiatry

Gibson R, Waldron NK, Abel W, Eldemire-Shearer D, James K,•
Mitchell-Fearon K. Sarangi AK, De Castro K, Gibson R, Lowe
GA, Ferguson TS. (2016) Psychopharmacological options in the
management of lupus cerebritis: A case report. West Indian Medical
Journal, Epub ahead of print, doi: 10.7727/wimj.2016.345.
Gibson R, Waldron NK, Abel W, Eldemire-Shearer D, James K,•
& Mitchell-Fearon K. (December, 2016). Alcohol use, depression,
and life satisfaction among older persons in Jamaica. International
Psychogeriatrics, 29(4), 663-671. https://doi.org/10.1017/S104161021
6002209.
Heron T, Gibson R, Whitehorn-Smith P, Abel W. (2017) Gender•
and suicidal behaviour among adolescents who use alcohol. International
Public Health Journal, 9, 51–58.
Roopchand-Martin SC, Mason GE, Gibson R. (2016) Compliance•
with dance video gaming: facilitating and inhibiting factors among
Jamaican university students. Caribbean Journal of Psychology, 8,
38–53.
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ompson EMA, Atkinson U, Whitehorn-Smith P, Clark P, Gibson•
R, Abel W. (2017) e Jamaican Secondary School Survey: Parental
influences associated with alcohol use. International Public Health
Journal, 9, 59–66.

ompson EMA Ph.D., Whitehorn-Smith P MSc, Atkinson U•
MSc and Clark P MSc, Gibson R DM, Abel W MBBS, DM.
(2017). e Jamaican Secondary School Survey: Parental influences
associated with adolescent alcohol use. International Public Health
Journal, Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 59–66.

Technical Reports

Gibson R.  Preparation of a Concept Paper on a new vision for the•
Bellevue Mental Hospital at the request of the Ministry of Health
(2016).

INCOME GENERATION

PROMAC (Partnership for the Promotion of Patients’ Rights in•
Maternal Neonatal and Infant Health in Jamaica) – Strengthening
Patients’ Rights in Maternal, Neonatal and Infant Health in Jamaica:
Training/ service/ research grant: An award of 700,000 Euros.
Principal Investigator: Professor Wendel Abel.
PROCCER: Marijuana Intervention Module. Principal Investigator:•
Professor Wendel Abel.
PROCCER: Training/ service/ research grant in Substance Abuse•
Prevention and Treatment. ($40,000 USD). Principal Investigator,
Professor Wendel Abel. 
Research Grant: “Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices regarding sexual•
and reproductive health among women in Jamaica in the context of
Zika Virus Outbreak in Jamaica: A Cross Sectional Study”.  (PAHO,
$15,000 USD). Principal Investigator, Dr. Kristen Smith
Research Grant: “Asthma Health-related Quality of Life and its•
Determinants.” ($1.5M JAD).
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Principal’s New Initiative Grant. Principal Investigator, Dr. Tana•
Tana Ricketts Roomes.
Service/Research Grant: To Develop Protocol for treating victims of•
sexual offenses in health facilities. ($1.1M). Principal Investigator,
Dr. C. Sewell. 

PUBLIC SERVICE

Faculty members continue to serve nationally, regionally and internationally
on professional bodies, global expert panels and advisory committees,
and as peer reviewers for a range academic journals.  Dr. Winston De La
Haye and Dr. Hazel Lawes continued their second year of secondment as
Chief Medical Officers, to the Ministry of Health in Jamaica and St.
Kitts and Nevis respectively. 

Professor Wendel Abel 

– Chairman, Editorial Board – West Indian Medical Journal

– Expert Panel: Strategic and Regional Action Plan for Mental Health
(PAHO)

– Advisory Committee: Training and Certification Program for Drug
and Violence Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation (PROCCER;
OAS)

– Deputy Chair: National Council on Drug Abuse 

– Co-Chair: CARICOM, Commission for the Decriminalization of
Marijuana

– Member: Cannabis Licensing Authority, Legal and Regulatory
Subcommittee

– Peer Reviewer: Ethnicity and Inequalities in Health and Social Care;
West Indian Medical Journal, BMC 

– Board Member  and chair Finance sub-committee – Foundation for
International Self Help (FISH) 

– Justice of the Peace – e Parish of Kingston and St. Andrew
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Dr Althea Bailey

– Chair: e Jamaica Red Cross Adolescents at Risk Advisory Committee

– Vice Chair: Jamaica AIDS Support for Life

– Member: Integrated Youth services; Ministry of Health National
HIV Programme Technical Working Group

Mr. Norbert Campbell

– Council Member: International Federation of Environmental Health
(IFEH)

– Board Member/Honorary Secretary: Jamaica Occupational Health
and Safety Professionals Association (JOHSPA)

– Vice President: Professional Development, Jamaica Association of
Public Health Inspectors (JAPHI)

– Secretary: International Planning Committee: JAPHI/IFEH International
Environmental Conference and Council meeting, October 22–26,
2017, Montego Bay, Jamaica

– Member: American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists
(ACGIH); National Environmental Health Association, USA;
Committee for the Development of an Environmental Health
Management Information System, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

Dr Colette Cunningham-Myrie

– Member: Medical Association of Jamaica; Caribbean College of
Family Physicians (Jamaica); Essential National Health Research
Committee, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

– Volunteer Physician: Diabetes Association of Jamaica

– Peer Reviewer: BMC Public Health; International Journal of Diabetes
in Developing Countries; West Indian Medical Journal

Professor Denise Eldemire-Shearer

– Patron: National Council for Senior Citizens 

– Director: Action Ageing Jamaica

– Honorary Chair: Caribbean Community of Retired Persons
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– Sub-committee member: Homeless & Mental Health, Ministry of
Health Homeless Task Force

– Board Member: University Hospital of the West Indies

– Member: Central Health Committee, Ministry of Health; 10 Year
Strategic Health Plan Committee, Ministry of Health; Medical
Association of Jamaica

– PIOJ Task Force of Poverty Reduction 

– Chair, Health Research MOH Committees

– Editorial Board Member: West Indian Medical Journal

Professor John Peter Figueroa

– Member: WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE)

– WHO International Health Regulations Roster of Experts (Poliomyelitis)

– Chair: PAHO Technical Advisory Group (TAG)

– Caribbean Sub-Regional Certification Committee for the Global
Eradication of Poliomyelitis

– Co-Chair: PAHO Technical Advisory Committee on Viral Hepatitis
(TAVH)

– UNAIDS Scientific Expert Panel; PAHO Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) on HIV/STI; PANCAP Priority Areas Coordinating Committee
(PACC); Caribbean Sub-Regional Commission for the Documentation
and Verification of Measles, Rubella and CRS Elimination

– Director: Epidemiology Research and Training Unit, Kingston,
Jamaica

– Member: Task Force on Mental Health and Homelessness, Ministry
of Health

– Reviewer: for the International AIDS Society HIV Conference (Paris
July 2017)

– Member: Regional Coordinating Mechanism Meeting of the PANCAP
Global Fund
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– e International Task Force on Disease Eradication on Hepatitis in
Atlanta on 20 June 2017

– Bellevue Hospital Board, South East Regional Health Authority

– Interview Panel Ministry of Health for employment of surveillance
officers

– Editorial Advisory Board: Global Journal of Medicine and Public
Health; West Indian Medical Journal

– Peer Reviewer: Various international journals including West Indian
Medical Journal

Dr. Roger Gibson

– Member: Conflict Management & Resolution Section, World
Psychiatric Association Jamaica Psychiatric Association; Medical
Association of Jamaica

– Academic Editor: Medicine® (Wolters Kluwer/ Lippincott, Williams
& Wilkins) 

– Editorial Board Member: Clinical Medicine Insights: Case Reports
(Libertas Academica)

– Peer Reviewer: Psychology, Health & Medicine;  West Indian Medical
Journal

Dr. Michelle Harris

– Team leader: Port of Spain Declaration Evaluation Working Group

– Member: Pan University Network for Global Health – Non-
communicable diseases

– Member: Medical Association of Jamaica

Ms. Joy Harrison

– Member: Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
and Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH)

– Jamaica Association of Social Workers (JASW)

– e Association of Caribbean Social Work Educators (ACSWE)
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Dr. Desmalee Holder-Nevins

– Executive Board Member: North Jamaica Conference of Seventh day
Adventists

– Member: International Union of Health Promotion and Education
(IUHPE); Jamaica Association for Health Education and Promotion
(JAHEP); Ministry of Health Research Group – Qualitative needs
assessment Chikungunya & Ebola 

Dr. Tina Hylton Kong

– Member Planning meeting at the HIV/STI/ TB Unit, Ministry of
Health for training of Contact Investigators

– Expert Panel Group meeting for the Caribbean Regional Quality
Improvement Quality Improvement Collaborative (CaReQIC), I-
TECH/MoH

– Review Panel of the Contact Investigation Field Guide.

– Panelist representing PAHO, in the JASL Public Forum on Treat All
at Terra Nova

Professor Maria Jackson

– Corresponding member: Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Project;
WHO, Gates Foundation and World Bank: Nutrition Expert Group

– Member: African-Caribbean Cancer Consortium (AC3) Research
Review Committee; American Association for Cancer Research;
American Society of Nutrition;  Minorities in Cancer Research 

– Board member: St Richard Early Childhood Education Institution

– Editorial Board Member: Ethnicity and Health

– Peer Reviewer: Nutrition and Cancer; Nutrition Journal; Public Health
Nutrition 

Dr. Samantha Longman-Mills

– Research Committee: CICAD-CAMH International Research Capacity
Building Program Alumni Association
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– Executive Committee and Director of Advocacy: Jamaican Psychological
Society

– Member of the Board of Visitors, Ministry of Justice

– Vice President – WIGUT

Dr. Sapphire Longmore-Dropinski

– Senator, House of Parliament, Jamaica

– Pan-Americas Conference on Establishing Parliamentary Gender
Caucuses – Ottawa, Canada 

Dr. Gillian Lowe

– Member: Jamaica Psychiatric Association, Medical Association of
Jamaica, Paediatric Association of Jamaica; e Rotary Club of
Kingston

Dr. Kerriann Mahlee

– Member: Medical Association of Jamaica, American College for
Advancement in Medicine, British Medical Acupuncture Society,
Faculty of Homeopathy, General Medical Council  

– Volunteer: Food for the Poor, Salvation Army

Professor Affette McCaw-Binns

– Member: World Health Organization, Maternal Morbidity Working
Group and Ending Preventable Maternal Mortality Working Group

– Member: National Maternal Mortality Surveillance Committee,
Ministry of Health; American Public Health Association

– Peer Reviewer: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth; BMC Health Services
Research; International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics; West
Indian Medical Journal 

Dr. Daniel Oshi

– Member: American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene;
Association of Reproductive Health Professionals, USA; International
Sociological Association; International AIDS Society; Nigerian Medical
Association
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– Peer Reviewer: Journal of Biosocial Science; GERMS Journal.

Dr. Tana Ricketts-Roomes

– Clinical Coordinator: Caribbean Association of Medical Councils
(CAMC) Examination 

– Member: Caribbean College of Family Physicians; Association of
General Practitioners; Medical Association of Jamaica  

– Volunteer: Hanover Street Baptist Church Outreach Programme

Dr. Henroy Scarlett

– Chairman of the America’s Group: International Federation of
Environmental Health (IFEH)

– Chair: International Planning Committee: JAPHI/IFEH International
Environmental Conference and Council meeting to be held October
22–26, 2017, Montego Bay, Jamaica

– President: Jamaica Occupational Health Professionals Association.

– Treasurer: Jamaica Association of Public Health Inspectors (JAPHI)

– Member: National Environmental Health Association, USA; National
Oversight Committee, Ministry of Health Wastewater Systems
Evaluation Project

Dr. Clayton Sewell 

– Member: Mental Health Task Force (Ministry of Health Jamaica)

Dr. Kristen Smith

– Treasurer: Caribbean College of Family Physicians

– Member: Medical Association of Jamaica

Dr. Aileen Standard Goldson

– ird Vice President: Caribbean College of Family Physicians Regional
Board

– Executive member: University of the West Indies Alumni Association,
Jamaica
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– Member: Caribbean College of Family Physicians; Association of
General Practitioners of Jamaica; Medical Association of Jamaica

– CCFP Representative, Besrour Global Family Medicine Conference
in Brazil, November 1–4, 2016

– PAHO Planning Committee for third mounting of Integration of
Mental Health into Primary Care Course for Primary Care Practitioners
in the Caribbean using the Virtual Campus for Public Health –
on-line meeting and face-to-face meeting in Panama

– Chair, World Family Doctor Day Planning Committee Meeting
(January 22, 2017) 

– Member, Ministry of Health Committee developing guidelines for
the prevention, diagnosis and management of Colorectal Cancer –
January 13, 2017

Mrs. Dawn Walters

– Member of the Executive of Jamaica Association for Health Education
and Promotion

– Executive of JALGO

– Member: National Infant and Young Child Feeding Committee

– External assessor of Vector Control Aides, Ministry of Health /
HEART NTA initiative

– Facilitator for Infant and Young Child Feeding training seminar – 30
Health Care Workers

DISTINCTIONS, HONOURS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Professor Shearer

February 2017 – Legacy Award for contribution to Elderly from•
Ministry of Labour and Social Security, National Council for Senior
Citizens 40th Anniversary Awards; Showcasing Our Legacy: Promoting
Intergenerational Solidarity 
October 2016 – Order of Jamaica, (the nation’s fifth highest honour);•
for outstanding advocacy for senior citizens
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Students’ Awards

UWI Medical Alumni Association Prize for the Best Presentation by•
a Medical Student (Fouth Year Project) 
O’Sullivan O, Green V, Darby A, Campbell J, Melbourne T, Mourillon•
N, Campbell T, Jackson MD. – Chikungunya Virus Infection
Associated Arthralgia ≥ 1 Year Post Outbreak in Adult Jamaicans –
Faculty of Medical Sciences 25th Annual Research Conference and
Workshop, Kingston, Jamaica: November 2016. West Indian Medical
Journal 2016; 65 (Suppl 6): 25 (Fourth year project)

Departmental Awards

e Department received an award for Outstanding Performance in the
Development of Research Students from the Mona Research and Graduate
Awards Committee in collaboration with the Office of Graduate Studies
and Research. 
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