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                   WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT

The Department continues to be guided by the University’s Triple A strategy of Ac-
cess,Alignment & Agility as is shown by the approach to its academic programmes as 
well as itsdiagnostic portfolio. In a year of tremendous challenges, the Department has 
had to think outsidethe box to achieve its goals while contending with the pandemic 
which started from the previousacademic year. By the end of July 2021, the Department 
had done PCR testing on over 60,000samplesand had, in addition conductedantigenas 
well asantibodytesting.

ACCESS
STUDENTS

Over the year in review, teaching was largely done online with innovative ways to 
keepparticipants interested. The Department continued to foster a learning environ-
ment by hostingseminars/ symposia to focus on topical issues such as COVID 19 and 
its complications. Personswith exposure to different areas were encouraged to highlight 
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research findings. The use ofZOOMandotherplatforms, hasdefinitelyincreased access-
tocuttingedge information andalsoprovidedopportunities formulti-disciplinarycollabora-
tion.

Postgraduatedegree:DMMedicalMicrobiology:ThetrainingofMedicalResidentsin 
Medical Microbiology over a 4-year period continues to produce Microbiologists capable 
ofaddressing challenges in the field, as they arise. UWI Mona is the only UWI campus that 
offerstheDM MedicalMicrobiologyprogramme and in2020/2021,thedegree was awarded-
to: Drs.KereannNelson,CamilleBlakeandYnolde Leys.

The introduction of a Postgraduate Diploma programme in Infection Prevention 
&Control (IPC)in theHealthcareSetting,atthistime isastrategicmove.Theprogramme-
was developed by Dr A Nicholson and has been approved by the UWI for introduction in 
itscampuses in 2021/22 academic year! This discipline has grown exponentially in the 
developedcountries over the last twenty years but has lagged behind in the Caribbean 
and other developingcountries. The deficit in this area has been brought into sharp focus 
by the SARS CoV2pandemic. The introduction of this programme at this time, will help to 
address the critical needforformaltraininginthisarea, in theRegion.

TheCaribbeanAssociationof ClinicalMicrobiologists(CACM),co-founded by Dr AN-
icholsonandnowledbyDrs.GlendeeReynolds-Campbell(President),KarenRoye-Green

(Treasurer), Camille-Ann Thoms-Rodriguez (Secretary) and Alison Nicholson (Coun-
tryRepresentative), hosted a regional symposium in October 2020 on infections includ-
ing COVID-19 as well as those caused by multidrug resistant bacterial pathogens. The 
participation fromacrosstheCaribbean wasimpressive

TheSUNY-UWIHealthResearchConsortium:ProfessorJohnLindoremainedCo-Chai-
rof the SUNY-UWI Health Research Consortium (with Professor Gene Morse, University 
atBuffalo,SUNY)and manyinitiatives wereundertaken suchas:1)Theengagementof the

JamaicanDiasporathrough TheNationalAssociationofJamaicanandSupportive

Organizations(NAJASO).Alongwith SUNY-UWIHealth Research Consortium, anew-
scholarship program was established that enables The University of the West Indies (The 
UWI)students to participate in certificate programs offered by the University at Buffalo 
School ofManagement. The initiative will open the UB Leadership Empowerment Acade-
my Program(LEAP)tostudents inTheUWIMonaSchoolofBusinessandManagement inJamai-
ca,throughwhich they will learn and develop innovative strategies for creating sustainable 
business modelsinhealth care.
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2)	 TheNIH-Fogarty GlobalInfectiousDiseasesResearchTrainingProgram:Thereare cur-
rently four postdoctoral fellows enrolled in this Training Program Currently there are 
fourpostdoctoral fellows enrolled in the program inclusive of Drs Michelle Brown, Ynolde 
Leys,KereannNelsonandMsTiffanyButterfield.TheprogramalsoadmittedMessrsSimmoyNo-
bleandMarioGoldingaspre-doctoral Fellows.The programwhichisinitsfourthyear hasstarted-
toproducepapers.

3)	 EstablishmentofthePelvicOncologyCentre ofExcellence:Duringtheperiodunder 
reviewtheSUNY-UWIHealth ResearchConsortiumstartedthegroundworkforthedevelopmen-
tof aPelvicOncologyCenterof ExcellenceattheMonacampus. A2ndjointsession betweenthe-
SUNY-UWIHealthResearchConsortiumandtheSUNY

GlobalHealthInstitute held inApril 2021,usingZoomvideoconferencing,attractedalarge 
numberof participants andwas verywell received.

PUBLICATIONS:

RefereedJournalArticles

� �Clarke, Kellyann, Roy Porter, Petrea Facey, Trevor Yee, and Camille Thoms‐Rodri-
guez.”ChemicalcompositionandbiologicalactivitiesofPimentarichardii.” FlavourandFra-
granceJournal 36, no. 2 (2021): 272-

 �Cheung,DonnaA.,AlisonNicholson,TiffanyR.Butterfield,andMarshaDaCosta.”Preva-
lence, co-infection and antibiotic resistance of Escherichia coli from blood andurines-
amplesatahospitalinJamaica.” TheJournalofInfectioninDevelopingCountries14, no. 02 
(2020): 146-152.

 �PearsonK.,ReynoldsG.,LindoJ.PatternsinneonatalsepsisattheUniversityHospitaloft-
heWestIndies.International Journalof InfectiousDiseases. 2021; 101(S1)

 �ZikaConsortiaVerticalTransmissionStudyGroup.“Zikavirusinfectioninpregnancy:apro-
tocol for the joint analysis of the prospective cohort studies of the ZIKAlliance,Zika-
PLAN and ZIKAction consortia.” BMJ Open. 2020 Dec;10(12):e035307.(Anzingeret al)

 �ButterfieldTR,Bruce-MowattA,PhillipsYZR,BrownN,FrancisK,BrownJ,Walker

JP, McKnight N, Ehikhametalor K, Taylor D, Bruce CA, McGrowder D, Wharfe G,Sandiford 
SL, Thompson TK,Anzinger JJ. “Assessment of commercial SARS-CoV-2antibodyassays, 
Jamaica.”Int JInfect Dis. 2021 Apr;105:333-336.
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 �Gallant Ali Hassan, Jie Chang, Fahmida Aslam, Amna Saeed, Sundus Shukar, 
FarhatKhanum,AmmarJairoun,AlisonNicholson,Mohamed IzhamMohamed Ibra-
him,andYu Fang. “Public knowledge, attitude, and practice regarding antibiotics 
use in Punjab,Pakistan: a cross-sectional study.” Expert Review of Anti-infective 
Therapy 19, no. 3(2021):399-411.

 �Salim V, Viegas M, Trento A, Agoti CN, Anderson LJ, Avadhanula V, Bahl J, Bont L,Bris-
ter JR, Cane PA, Galiano M, Graham BS, Hatcher EL, Hellferscee O, Henke DM,Hirve S, 
Jackson S, Keyaerts E, Kragten-Tabatabaie L, Lindstrom S, Nauwelaers I,Nokes DJ, 
Openshaw PJ, Peret TC, Piedra PA, Ramaekers K, Rector A, Trovão NS, vonGottberg 
A, Zambon M, Zhang W, Williams TC, Barr IG, Buchholz UJ. Proposal forHumanRespi-
ratorySyncytialVirusNomenclaturebelowtheSpecies Level.EmergInfectDis. 2021 Jun; 
27(6):1-9.

 �Cameron-McDermott, Suzette M., Geoffrey J. Barrow, Alicia M. Webster, Carrington 
O.De La Haye, Denise HE Wood, Violet M. Lewis, Alison Nicholson, Glendee YReyn-
olds-Campbell, Camille-Ann Thoms-Rodriguez, Karen J Roye-Green, NakeishaOt-
to-Stewart,Zahra, N Miller, Jennifer A Tomlinson, Nicola Skyers, Magnus Unemo,-
Joshua J Anzinger . “Antimicrobial susceptibility of Neisseria gonorrhoeae isolates 
andsyndromictreatment of men with urethraldischargein Kingston,Jamaica, 2018– 
19.”Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy(2021).

 �McKnight,N, and G.Reynolds.”Theutilityof HIVscreeningforemergencyroom

patients at the University Hospital of the West Indies.” International Journal of Infectious-
Diseases101 (2020): 287-288

Poster Presentations

 �Christie, O, Thoms-Rodriguez, C, Miles Saunders L, Reynolds-Campbell G, Heslop 
O.“Clostridioides difficile - Inferences from an Analysis of a Cluster of Clinical Iso-
lates.”TheWorld MicrobeConferencevia Zoom videoconferencing.

 �Kerr JS, Aiken W, Gossell-Williams M, Dawson F, Stone S, Nicholson A, Thoms-Ro-
driguez C. “Detection and Prevalence of “Superbugs” among Urinary Isolates 
ofPatientswithComplicated UrinaryTractInfectionsat aTertiaryCareHospital inthe-
Caribbean – A Pilot Study.” at the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA)
Conference.

 �Stone S, Thoms-Rodriguez C, Stephenson-Clarke S. “Detection of Extended-Spectrum 
β-lactamase (ESBL) Producing Gram Negative Uropathogens in Patients at a Tertiary 
CareHospitalinJamaica.”attheWorldMicrobeConferencevia Zoomvideoconferencing
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ALIGNMENT
A 4thinitiative of The SUNY-UWI Health Research Consortium includes Collaborationbe-
tween the University at Buffalo School of Management and The UWI Mona School of-
BusinessandManagementforthedevelopmentofsustainableplansforhealthresearch

projects:Thecollaboration engagedstudents fromTheUniversityofthe WestIndies andthe 
UniversityatBuffalo (UB)alongwithmentorsfrom bothinstitutionsandtheJamaicandiaspora-
todevelop businessplans to sustainprojects onhealth informatics anddiabetes care. In ad-
dition, students from the Mona School of Business and Management participated in theUni-
versityatBuffalo,GlobalLeadershipwithstudentsfromGhana,Kenyaand Latvia.Through the 
programme, participants are encouraged to understand their own leadership preferenc-
es andstyleswhileworkingwithpeers fromdifferentpartsofthe world.Thestudentswerechal-
lengedto adopt a critical approach to course content and to recognize the opportunities 
available toencourageleadership in their networks bothlocallyandglobally.

GenomeSequencer(IlluminaMiseqSystem):

In July 2021, negotiations began for the acquisition of a genome sequencer. The in-
strumentwhichcostoverJa$40mwas offeredto theDepartmentthrough DrANichol-
son(HOD),shouldarrive in the island by October 2021. This will open new vistas for 
research and dramaticallyimprove the type of research that can be done improve diag-
nostic capability of the laboratoryespeciallyin thefaceof theSARSCoV-2 mutants. While 
COVID-19 may have affected the research programme of the department by its de-
mands,ithas alreadyprovided manyopportunities forimprovedcollaborativeresearch. 
Theacquisitionofamass spectrometer(MALDI-TOF)

PapersPresented:OralPresentations 

Jackson S. Smikle M. A close look at new SARS-CoV-2 strains – is it more of the 
same?“COVID-19-19: Making New Year’s Resolutions Telecon” - January 2021.Faculty 
of MedicalSciences,UWIMona.
 �JacksonS.SmikleM.TheCOVID-19-19Vaccine-ItsDevelopmentand Safety”. Annual-

General Meetingof theJamaicaDentalAssociation.January2021.
 �JacksonS.PreventingAdult IllnessesthroughVaccinations.JamaicaMidlifeHealth-

Society.March 2021.
 �Jackson S. Smikle M. COVID-19-19 Vaccine. Medical Laboratory Professionals 

Week2021.Caribbean Association ofMedical Technologists. April 2021.
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 �JacksonS.,SmikleM.“VaccinationinCOVID-19-19pandemic.CaribbeanCollegeof-
FamilyPhysicians JamaicaChapter. May2021.

 �JacksonS.SmikleM.Coronaviruses:The VirologyExploredthroughSARS-CoV-2 Medica-
lAssociationofJamaica.June2021.

 �Jackson S. WHO Global RSV Surveillance- Phase 2. Progress status – Laborato-
ryAspects. WHO Meeting to Review Progress in Phase-2 of the RSV Surveillance 
based ontheGISRS. WHO, Geneva,Switzerland. Virtual Meeting.June2021.

 �Jackson S, Williams T, Rughooputh S. WHO RSV EQA 2019-2020. WHO Meeting 
toReview Progress in Phase-2 of the RSV Surveillance based on the GISRS. WHO,-
Geneva,Switzerland. Virtual Meeting. June2021.

• �Thoms-RodriguezC.“AntibioticsinUpperRespiratoryTractInfections -Resistancean-
dRecommendations”. Speaker at the 10th Annual Scientific Meeting of the JamaicaAs-
sociation of Otolaryngologists – Head & Neck Surgeons, November 1, 2020 via Zoom-
videoconferencing.

PUBLIC SERVICE

 �Member, Caribbean Sub-regional Certification Committee for the Global Eradication 
ofPoliomyelitis.PanAmerican HealthOrganization (PAHO).2015-Present.

 Member,TheArbovirusDiagnosticNetworkoftheAmericans(RELDA). 2017-Present.
 Director,GlobalVirusNetwork,JamaicaAffiliate.GlobalVirusNetwork.2018-Present.

DrCamille-AnnThoms-Rodriguez

 Appointed‘YoungAmbassadortotheAmericanSocietyofMicrobiologists’,2019-2021.
	 MemberoftheUniversityHospitaloftheWestIndiesMedicalIntensiveCareU-
nit(MICU)Taskforce.
	 Memberofthe OversightCommitteefortheUniversityHospitalof theWestIn-
dies(UHWI)Neonatal ProtocolsImplementation Programme.
	 Secretaryof theCaribbeanAssociation ofClinical Microbiologists

Dr.GlendeeReynolds-Campbell

 �InfectionPreventionandControlConsultanttothePAHO;Jamaica,Bermuda,andthe-
CaymanIslands (2021-present)

 PresidentoftheCaribbeanAssociationofClinicalMicrobiologistsCACM(2019-present)
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 Memberofthe NationalLaboratoryServicesNetworkofJamaica PlanningCommittee
 MemberofInternationalSocietyforHumanandAnimal Mycology(ISHAM)(2019-present)
 MemberofInternationalHistoplasmosisAdvocacyGroup(IHAG)(2019-present)
 MemberoftheAmericanSocietyofMicrobiologists(2012-present)
 MemberofInternationalCongressonInfectious Diseases(2011-present)

Dr. Alison Nicholson

 �SARS-CoV-2: As Head of the Department of Microbiology, coordinating COVID-19 
testingofpatients as wellas travelers and persons involved ina rangeofsportingactiv-
ities.

	� Member,NationalHealthFundPatientEducationandMedicationComplianceProgram-
meCommittee.

	� MemberoftheGovernanceTeamoftheUHWITaskforceforCOVID-19:Established-
toguidetheUHWI’sresponsetoCOVID-19since2020.

	� Moderator:MonthlyInternationalAntimicrobialResistanceInternetWebinarser-
ies(2020)over a 4 month period with a target audience of more than 200 persons 
from CentralAmerica,SouthAmericaandtheCaribbean.

	 CaribbeanAssociationofClinicalMicrobiologists(Co-Founder,CountryRepresentative)
	 Chair,InfectionPrevention andControlCommittee,UHWI.Since2015
	 Member,WestIndianMedicalJournalEditorialBoard.Since2019
	 Member,InfectionPrevention Society(UK)

Dr.SandraJackson-Betty

 �Member,WorldHealthOrganizationGlobalInfluenzaProgram/Global Influenza-
Surveillanceand ResponseSystem

 Member,WorldHealth OrganizationGlobalSurveillanceforRespiratorySyncytialVirus
 �Member, InternationalSocietyforInfluenzaandotherRespiratoryVirusDiseases
 Member,CertificationBoardofInfectionControlandEpidemiology
 Member,AmericanBiologicalSafetyAssociation
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AGILITY
INCOME GENERATION

 �AbbottLaboratories. “ViralSurveillanceandDiscoveryinJamaicaandtheCaribbeanRe-
gion”,US$106,337.10.2021AnzingerJJ

 Thelaboratory servicesprovided bytheDepartment, especiallyPCRtestingin theeraof

COVID-19, have significant earning potential that must continue to be tapped. This 
hasbecome even more important since the need for COVID testing has become more 
diverseextending from diagnosis to include ruling it out for purposes of travel, work and 
evenadmissionto hospital, amongothers PCR Testing
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