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Dear Student,
Welcome to the Faculty of Social Sciences — Your Journey Begins Here!

You are about to embark on an incredible journey in the vibrant Faculty of Social Sciences
(FSS), the home of the Tigers, where focus, determination, discipline, and courage are
winning virtues. We are delighted that you chose our Faculty! You are joining a well-
respected academic community, where you will be taught and exposed to innovative and
insightful ideas and perspectives, and guest lectures by industry players; learn and develop
the analytical, research and communication skills needed to understand and address
social, economic, political and management challenges; have opportunities for internships
and practicums, and to study abroad; form lifelong friendships; and have a fulfilling overall
experience!

The entire Campus is abuzz with preparations to welcome you this August! At the FSS, we're
especially excited and have planned a series of activities designed to help you get to know
us better, choose the right courses, and start your academic journey on the right footing.
Enclosed is a package containing the Orientation and Academic Advising Schedules, along
with other essential materials to help you prepare for the year ahead.

As outlined in the Orientation schedule, your day begins with the Faculty Welcome Ceremony
on Monday, August 24, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in the Main Tent on the grounds of the Old Library,
followed immediately by orientation and academic advising at 11:00 a.m. Attendance at
these sessions is mandatory, as they are essential to (i) helping you understand your degree
programme (maijor), (i) providing you with academic guidance on course selection and
registration, and (iii) getting you acquainted with the resources, programmes, and services
available on campus. We encourage you to dress comfortably and be prepared to spend the
full day on campus as you participate in sessions, explore the grounds, and connect with staff
and your fellow students.

While we know that you might have a relative or friend who is eager to advise you on course
selection and registration, we strongly advise that you wait until you have attended the
Academic Advising sessions before selecting your courses. These sessions are specifically
designed to help you avoid mistakes in the registration process. Your Student Handbook is the
2026/27 Handbook, and no other Handbook!

Be assured that we have dedicated staff ready and available to provide you with support
throughout your academic journey. They are committed to providing you with an
exceptional learning experience, and a caring and supportive environment.
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In your classes, we will expect you to ask questions, interrogate the information presented and
read the prescribed and highly recommended readings, challenge yourself to think critically
and creatively, and search for solutions to the challenges facing our countries.

Remember that the values of integrity, trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, and empathy are
just as important as your academic success, and so DO NOT compromise on them. They will
pay you rich dividends. And in foday’s context of Al and generative Al, which present so many
opportunities, you will be expected to display the highest levels of academic integrity in their
usage.

We look forward to seeing you on Monday, August 24 at 9:00 am. In the meantime, we
encourage you to visit our Orientation website for helpful resources to support your preparation
and transition to university life. If you have any questions, feel free to check out our Frequently
Asked Questions page on the website - you might find the answers you need there.

Don't forget to join us on social media (@fssuwimona) to stay connected, get updates, and be
part of the FSS community even before you arrive! See our social media handles below.

Yours sincerely,
Heather Ricketts, PhD

Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
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