
We are deeply saddened by the 
passing of a dear colleague, Dr. Rose 
Davies, retired Senior Lecturer in 

Early Childhood Education and past Head of 
the Institute of Education (IOE) at the Mona 
Campus of The University of the West Indies 
(The UWI).  Dr. Davies joined the staff at The 
UWI in 1976 and retired in 2013.

During her tenure as 
Head of the IOE, she 
worked closely with 
Professors Bryan and 
Jennings-Craig to oversee 
the amalgamation of The 
Institute of Education 
and the Department of 
Educational Studies into 
the School of Education, 
in 2011.  

Dr Rose Davies was instrumental in driving the 
development of early childhood education in 
Jamaica across the last three decades, through 
her scholarship, curriculum development, 
advocacy and capacity building of teachers, 
teacher educators and institutions in the early 
childhood sector. 

Her commitment to strengthening the leaders 
of ECE institutions resulted in the development 
of the Master of Education in Leadership in 
Early Childhood Development (LECD) in 2004 
for online delivery.  This MEd LECD programme 
continues to attract students from across the 
Caribbean and Central America. 
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Dr Davies also spearheaded the introduction of 
INSIGHTS into Children’s Temperament to the 
School of Education and the Early Childhood 
Commission and was the first Chairperson 
of the INSIGHTS 
advisory committee. Her 
unwavering support, and 
dedication to INSIGHTS, 
extended beyond her 
retirement.  In 2015, Dr 
Davies along with Dr 
Loraine Cook, received 
the Principal’s Award for 
the project attracting the 
most research funds, on 
behalf of INSIGHTS. 

Her work in the IOE included serving as Chief 
External Examiner for the Joint Board of 
Teacher Education (JBTE) in the area of ECE.  
Her significant contribution in that capacity 
included leading in the process of formalizing 
the training of early childhood teachers in 
the teachers’ colleges and guiding college 
lectures in the development and delivery of 
the 3-year JBTE Diploma in Early Childhood 
Education. This ensured that the qualification 
for early childhood teachers was at the same 
level and status as for primary and secondary 
school teachers. Such an accomplishment 
resulted in Jamaica becoming one of the first 
Caribbean countries to move the training of 
early childhood teachers from a series of short 
courses to a structured professional programme 
delivered by the country’s teachers’ colleges.
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Throughout her career Dr Davies 
has made stalwart contributions 
to education by serving on several 
boards, including those of the Early 
Childhood Commission and the 
Shortwood Teachers’ College. She 
was awarded the Order of Distinction 
at the rank of Commander for her 
remarkable contribution to the field 
of education. 

The passing of Dr Rose Davies has 
left a professional and personal void 
in the working arenas and hearts of 
her colleagues in the SOE and Faculty 
of Humanities and Education.  As a 
leader she was always respectful of, 
others regardless of their station in 
life, a good listener and demonstrated 
the utmost integrity.  She was deeply 
admired for her humility, generosity, 
and pragmatic approach to life. We 
will miss her pleasant smile, her 
engaging laughter, and her calm, 
peaceful disposition.   

We express deepest and sincere 
condolences to her family and pray 
that they will receive comfort on the 
passing of a phenomenal woman 
who deeply loved and cared for her 
country and its children.

In 2014, Dr Davies was appointed Chairperson 
of the JBTE. During this time, she sought to 
improve the capacity of teacher educators in 
the JBTE member institutions.  Her vision and 
approach resulted in the strengthening of ties 
between the JBTE, UWI Mona Campus and 
the JBTE, UWI Cave Hill campus. Additionally, 
during this period, she worked with the Antigua 
State College to develop an Associate Degree 
in Early Childhood Education and led pivotal 
discussions with the Ministry of Education, 
which resulted in Jamaica’s teachers’ colleges 
transitioning from offering the Diploma in 
Teaching to a Bachelor’s in Education degree. 
Being acutely aware of the need for professional 
development of staff in the country’s Early 
Childhood Development Centres (ECDCs) 
(many of which were privately run), Dr Davies 
lobbied with the Ministry of Education for, and 
led in, the development of an Associate degree 
in Early Childhood Education, which targeted 
the mature entrants from the ECDCs.


