L33C: DISCOURSE ANALYSIS  

ASSIGNMENT 2 2005 

N. B. This contributes 30% of your course grade

Due 5th April 2005:  10:00 a.m.

Answer one of the following questions. For each point you make, provide a transcribed example from your recording(s) as support.

1. Select one discourse analytical approach and use its principles to analyse the interaction among friends etc. which you recorded.  Discuss:

a) the kind of interaction which occurs

b) what contributes to the character of the interaction, and the features which 
c) ways in which the conflict is resolved or the reasons why it remains unresolved. 

OR
2. Use one discourse analytical approach of your choice to compare the conflict from your recorded talk show with the co-operative interaction among friends etc. which you recorded.  Refer to its principles to explain:

a) what makes the interaction in one recording conflictual, and in the other, co-operative;

b) ways in which the conflict is fuelled, and co-operation enhanced;

c) ways in which the conflict is resolved or unresolved in the conflictual data, but avoided in the co-operative data.

OR
3. Select one discourse analytical approach, and use its principles to analyse the animated discussion among friends etc. which you recorded.  Discuss:

a) the conversational features which mark it as animated;

b) the areas of concurrence or disagreement which occur, and the ways in which this concurrence or disagreement is expressed;
c) the reasons why you do not regard the interaction as conflictual.
Mark scheme

· Content: knowledge of the principles of the approach  chosen and the related literature (25 marks)

· Analysis: application of the principles of the approach chosen  to the data, and full discussion of appropriate transcribed examples, inserted in the text (25 marks)
·  Style & Mechanics: appropriate formal grammatically correct essay style, with in-text and bibliographical references correctly cited in an accepted style. (10 marks)

