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PH10C:  Introduction to Philosophy – Tutorial and Essay Questions

1.
When it is claimed that “philosophy” is “love of wisdom”, does this have to do with the methodology or outcome of philosophical engagements?  How would you compare this with the view that everyone has a philosophy?  Explain your position on these matters.

2.
The 2007 elections in Jamaica have been the most keenly contested.  Use this to discuss the issue of “appearance” and “reality” in science, daily practical existence and in religion.  Clearly comment on how the ideas derived from these issues illuminate decision making.

3.
For rationalists “true knowledge is a priori”, while empiricists believe that “all knowledge derives from perception”.  Critically discuss the issues involved in both positions.  Explain your position.

4.
According to Kwasi Wiredu, “Truth is opinion strongly maintained”.  In comparison with two other theories of truth, critically comment on the position of Wiredu.

5.
“Materialism is empty of meaning, as it fails to understand the most important element of human being” while “Dualism imbues the machine with a non-existent ghost”.  Carefully comment on the issues raised by these views.  Is there any way of resolving the differences involved in the two disparate views.  Explain your answer.

6.
“Poverty trumps freedom and wealth does not create happiness”.  Critically comment on the problems raised in attempts to understand “freedom” and “happiness”.

7.
“Humans live under the illusion of rights.  Animals have no such illusion”.  Using Jamaica or your own country as case in point, carefully examine the issues raised above as it relates to human rights and animal rights in the light of bio-ethical issues of cloning and drug testing in society?

8.
“God is dead, therefore, everything is possible”.  Examine this view in the light of your understanding of the problem if evil.

9.
“Beauty pageants are the indulgences of the rich and idle”.  Carefully examine the various theories of beauty in society.  Comment on beauty contests and artistic displays in Jamaica in the light of the above statement.

NB:
Tutorial Attendance is Mandatory for Participation in Final Examination.


