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Tutorial and Essay Questions

1. 
Carefully examine the definition problem in relation to knowledge.  What are the most plausible ways of solving this problem?  Which would you support?  Explain your position.

2.
In what ways are the conditions of knowledge responsible for the putative impossibility of knowledge?  Explain you views.

3.
“Western epistemology has been unnecessarily concerned with propositional knowledge, leading to what can be regarded as the overrating of propositional knowledge.”  Critically discuss this statement.

4.
“The skeptic…thinks that that he has good reasons for departing from what is ordinarily accepted.  If the onus is upon him to prove his case, he still has to be listened to”.  Do you believe that the skeptic has good reasons for departing from what is ordinarily accepted?  Discuss your view, making reference to Descartes’ and Hume’s skepticism.

5.
Identify and critically discuss the elements in the traditional conception of knowledge.  Is knowledge justified true belief?  Defend your position with the relevant philosophical arguments.

6.
What is right and what is wrong about the coherence theory and the pragmatic theory as theories of truth?     

7.
Critically compare and contrast Berkeley’s and Hume’s theories of perception.  Assess phenomenalism as a theory of perception. 

8. 
Is there an African/Caribbean epistemology?   If yes, where is it to be found?   If no, why not?

9. 
Is epistemology dead?  Critically respond to this question by assessing the arguments for and against epistemology as a distinctive branch of philosophy. 
