Tutorial and Essay Questions

1.
Critically examine the concept of transformational generative grammar in philosophy of language and how this facilitates meaning and communication.

2.
Carefully distinguish human language from non-human modes of communication.  Examine this view in the light of Bewaji’s discussion of the nature of the “word” as a means of truth bearer and as a purveyor of morality.

3.
What is sense and reference?  Comment on the objectivity of sense and say how these concepts are linked with truth and meaning.  

4.
Critically articulate and examine two versions of the Verifiability Criterion as a theory of meaning.  Is it only a criterion of empirical meaningfulness?  Explain your position.

5.
Discuss critically two non-positivist theories of meaning.

6.
Comment critically on Quine’s Indeterminacy Thesis by exploring the notions of analyticity, syntheticity and synonymy in language translation and across linguistic boundaries.

7. Fully articulate two theories of truth bringing out their weakness and strengths and explaining how far the concept meaning and truth are interrelated.

8. What would it mean to say that “We should say what we mean, and mean what we say”.  Is it possible for a statement to be vacuous?  Explain your views.

9. Comment carefully on the differences between natural and artificial languages, bringing out the philosophical issues of meaning and intention.

10. Comment critically on the relationship between language, knowledge and reality.

NB:
One extended 2500 word essay is required in this course.  Please, turn in your essay on or before the deadline if there may have extenuating circumstances on the final day.  Please, read very carefully the questions.  Answers must be relevant to questions!  The questions have been varied from last session’s, so the answers for last session’s Tutorial and Essay Questions will not fit.
