PH27A:  Philosophy in Literature

Semester I:  2006-2007 Academic Year

Tutorial Questions

Each student is expected to choose a tutorial topic and prepare a fifteen (15) minutes presentation on that topic.  Each student is also expected to prepare in advance for each tutorial topic to ensure that intelligent discussions can be held. Bear in mind that the attendance at, and participation in, tutorials will be graded, as will the tutorial presentations.

  1.
Discuss the problem of evil and some of the attempts at solving it.

  2.
How is the problem of evil treated in The Book of Job?

  3.
Define the concepts “determinism”, ‘freewill” and “fatalism”.  Are these concepts 

compatible?

  4.
Show how the play Oedipus the King is a dramatization of the philosophical issue of  

freewill versus determinism and fatalism.

  5.
What is Existentialism?

  6.
What makes No Exit an existentialist play?

  7.
Should we always obey the law?

  8.
Show how the theme of civil disobedience is treated in The Wine of Astonishment.

  9.
Give a brief account of postmodernism in philosophy and literature.

10.
May Notes From Underground be seen as a precursor of postmodernism?

                                                 OR

What makes the story “The Grand Inquisitor” so interesting to social and political       philosophers?

