PH27A:  Philosophy in Literature

Semester I:  2006-2007 Academic Year

Essay Questions

INSTRUCTIONS:
Select one topic and write an extended essay (2500 words) to answer that question.   ALL PAPERS ARE TO BE TYPE WRITTEN:  double spaced, 12-point font.
DUE  DATE: 
__________________________________, 2006.

PLEASE NOTE: 
No late assignments will be accepted.

1.
Describe the philosophical problems encountered by the protagonist of The Book of Job, 

and the proposed solutions to them presented by the author of the book. Comment on these proposed solutions.

2.
Is the protagonist of Oedipus the King morally responsible for his actions? Discuss this question in the light of the free will debate.

3.
How should we live our lives? Explore the existentialist answers to this question presented in No Exit
4.
Do we have an obligation to obey laws which we regard as unjust? Explore this issue in


the light of the The Wine of Astonishment.

5.
Examine the novel Notes From Underground from the perspective of postmodernist  

 
philosophy.
                                                           OR

        Discuss the story “The Grand Inquisitor” bearing in mind some of the philosophical 

        issues in contemporary world affairs.
