DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE, LINGUISTICS & PHILOSOPHY

PH 30L: Philosophy of Law (Semester I, 2007-2008 Session)

Tutorial and Essay Questions

1. Carefully examine the origins, nature, functions of law and morality.  How would these affect the relationship between law and morality?  Explain you views.

2. Carefully examine the issues of legitimacy, indicating how this affects the origin and obedience to law on the part of the law maker.  In what sense can the law maker be above the law?  Explain your views.

3. Carefully discuss the arguments for and against civil disobedience.  To what extent can this be an instrument of protest or anarchy in society?  Explain your views.
4. What are the factors that determine legal sovereignty?  What are the moral limitations to sovereignty in any legal jurisdiction?  Explain your views.
5. What is “reverse discrimination”?  In what sense is it ever justified as a policy of greater equality for all?  Does it violate the right to equal treatment and the right to treatment as an equal?

6. If law exists as a plain fact, why do lawyers and Judges sometimes appear to be disagreeing about what the Law is?  To what extent is this different from Natural Law approach to law in society?  Explain your views.

7.
Given your understanding of law and morality, to what extent is it possible to argue that there are societies with no legal theory?  Examine this against the background of multi-culturalism and legal pluralism.
8.
Is there a moral duty to obey the law?  If this is so, on what basis can it be argued that the law is not a shackle?

9.
Examine the concept of punishment and law, relating this specifically to various theories of punishment and necessity of punishment for law to be meaningful.  Explain your views carefully.

10.
Carefully examine issues of human parts for sale, genital mutilation, torture and implications for morality and law in human society.

